
“Are we there yet?” 

You’ve heard the question before, 
and always (I’d bet) from the stern of 
the family vehicle. (As I write these 
words, I realize their ready 
application to our much-longer-than-
expected wait for a new elevator and 
the completion of our building 
renovations—but that’s not where 
this minivan is headed.) 

Sunday, December 1, marks the 
beginning of a season that the 
Christian church calls Advent. This 
word that rarely passes our lips at 
other times of the year comes from 
Latin and means arrival. Broadly 
speaking, the season of Advent is 
about anticipating the arrival of 
Jesus, the Christ child, God with us.  

But as I regularly point out at this 
time of year (in this very 
publication), it seems a bit silly to 
“wait” for something which has 
already arrived. But there is a dual 
nature to this waiting: there is a 
celebratory anticipation of Jesus’s 
arrival on Christmas and there is an 
uncertain, anxious longing for the 
second advent which will signal the 
completion of God’s work in our lives 
and in the world. 

Biblical scholars and theologians in 
recent decades have come to refer 
to this dynamic—somewhat 

awkwardly, in my estimation—as 
“the already” and “the not yet” of 
the kingdom of God. This clunky 
phrasing is shorthand for the 
recognition that in the life of Jesus 
Christ the kingdom of God was made 
real (incarnated, if you will) in 
significant and undeniable ways 
(“the already”), but it is also an 
undeniable fact of human experience 
and existence that God’s kingdom is 
not yet here in its fullness (“the not 
yet”). 

So as we explore the stories and 
themes of Advent (and Christmas) 
this month, we will qualify 
everything with a pesky 
parenthetical: (Not Yet). The aim is 
to bring into the open the tension 
that we all know: for all the good 
that God has done for us in Christ, 
we just can’t shake our awareness of 
the fact that the lame aren’t leaping, 
the blind can’t see, and hungry 
bellies aren’t filled—at least, not yet. 

We have a wonderful new electronic 
carillon that for the last month has 
been announcing the hour and 
projecting the hymns of our faith. 
Starting December 1, those hymns 
will transition to songs of the Advent 
season. While the speakers of Main 
Street fill the ears of shoppers and 
diners with tunes of Christmas 
already arrived in its fullness, the 

tower of the church on the corner 
will sound a different note—the note 
of Advent, of “the not yet,” of the 
people of God still waiting, praying, 
hoping for the coming of the 
kingdom of God. 

“Are we there yet?” No, we are not. 
But the season of Advent is our 
annual pit stop: a chance to get out 
of the car, stretch our legs, check the 
map, and grab some extra snacks, so 
that we can be refreshed, 
rejuvenated, and recommitted to the 
journey, trusting that God’s kingdom 
is indeed on its way. 

  In Christ, 
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Music 

Caroling at Greenfield Village 
Saturday, December 7, 6 pm 

On Saturday, December 7, ALL are invited to sing carols at 

Greenfield Village in exchange for free entry into their 

special Holiday Nights celebration. Singers should meet at 

the GV entrance at 5:45PM. We’ll then sing carols for 

three 30-minute sets (6-6:30, 7-7:30, and 8-8:30). When 

we’re not singing, you are free to explore the village, ice 

skating, treats, horse-drawn wagon rides, etc. No carol 

singing experience is required! Please RSVP by letting 

Marcus know how many in your family plan to attend. 

Christmas Cantata 
December 20 & 22 

An orchestra of brass, woodwinds, strings, harp, and 

percussion will be accompanying our Christmas Cantata, 

His Name Is Jesus. All instrumentalists come from our 

own MPC family... a combination of professional and 

youth musicians! Please invite everyone you know to 

experience this special free musical event in our 

sanctuary, Friday, December 20 at 8PM and again on 

Sunday, December 22 at 4PM. 

Christmas Eve Music... 
• 5PM Service- The Kids Choir will be sharing songs 

during this service. Contact Miss Mandy for more 

details. 

• 9PM Service- The Chancel Choir will be singing 

during this service. Contact Marcus for more 

details. 

• 11PM Service- The Westminster Handbells will be 

ringing during this service. Contact Marilyn for 

more details. 

Upcoming Special Music 
The Westminster Handbells will be ringing in the 

December 8 service. 

Our Kids Choir will be singing in the December 15 

morning service. 

 

Youth 
30-Hour Famine 
Thank you to all who supported our Youth during their 30-

hour famine. They had a goal to raise $1,508.61- the cost 

of a new “hydration station” drinking fountain to be in-

stalled downstairs at MPC. The Youth met for breakfast at 

IHOP at 4AM on Saturday, November 16 and took their 

final bite of food just before 5AM. (Thank you Jane Steven-

son for sponsoring this breakfast for our Youth!) Then 

their 30-hour famine began. We spent Saturday enjoying 

the Belle Isle Aquarium, the Detroit People Mover, and 

Escape the Room... then returned to MPC to watch the 

classic Back to the Future before falling asleep hungry. 

After service Pastor Bryant led a special “break-fast” of 

Communion for our Youth Group before we enjoyed MPC 

Brunch! Besides raising money for our Hydration Station, 

the goal was to raise awareness that 25% of the world’s 

population does not have easy access to clean drinking 

water. Once all pledges are collected, the Youth will have 

surpassed their goal! Special thanks to volunteers Bob Par-

rett, Kathy Donn, Brian Schang, and Carolyn Gatesman for 

volunteering their time to assist during the famine. 

Christmas Eve 
MPC Youth Group will light the advent wreath candles 

during the 5pm Christmas Eve service. 

Remaining 2019 Sunday Meetings 
Remaining 2019 Sunday Youth Group meetings are: De-

cember 1 (6-8PM), December 8 (4-6:30PM), and Decem-

ber 15 (6-8PM)... dinner will be served at 6PM each of 

these nights for our Youth. 
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Worship 

Events & Activities 
Advent by Candlelight 
December 2 and 3, 6:30 pm 

Please plan to attend a spiritually uplifting evening with 

other women of the church, beginning the Advent 

Season with dessert and fellowship. 

You can make your reservation now by contacting Mary 

McFarland at 248-520-7186 or by email at 

maryhelenmac@aol.com. Please put “Advent” as the 

subject line. 

Kids Club 
Sunday, December 8, 4 pm to 6 pm 

Mark your calendar for our next Kids Club! Drop your 

children, ages 4 through 5th grade, off for crafts, 

activities, and fun while you get some Christmas 

shopping done. A snack and drink will be provided. 

Please let Kelly Carey or Barb Strnad know if your child 

has any allergies. Sign up at www.signupgenius.com/

go/30e0549a9ad292-milford2. 

Brunch 
Sunday, December 15, after worship 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch, in Fellowship Hall, provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association. Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Christmas Eve Worship 
We hope you will be able to join us for one of our three 

worship services on Tuesday, December 24. 

Family Service (5 pm) 
Featuring our Kids Choir (and a special Christmas 

journey!) 

Traditional Candlelight Service (9 pm) 
Featuring the Chancel Choir 

Traditional Candlelight Service (11 pm) 
Featuring the Westminster Handbell Choir  

and the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

Chapel Open for Worship 
Beginning Sunday, December 1 

While we had certainly hoped to have our new elevator 

operating by this time, we are working hard to make the 

best of it. We will have our lower-level Chapel situated 

for worship for those who cannot enter the sanctuary 

because of the stairs. 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you once again to those who have donated 

cereal and other items to Community Sharing. 

During the month of November, MPC delivered 

108 boxes of cereal to be distributed to 

 those in need. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a9ad292-milford2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a9ad292-milford2
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A Look Back 
Who Started Our Christmas 
Traditions? 
We all have our own Christmas routine: getting out the 

Christmas bulbs hoping none broke, plugging in the pre-lit 

Christmas tree and praying all the strings of lights work, 

baking five different cookies at a time, and shopping, and 

shopping—and did I mention shopping? 

Here are a few traditions whose origins you might not 

know. 

Christmas Cookie Baking 
We have all baked cookies at sometime during the holiday 

season. It started with people gathering around the winter 

solstice to feast before cold weather wilts the crops and 

drinking the fermented beer and wine brewing since 

Spring. Eventually Christmas took over these solstice 

pagan celebrations, but the feasts continued. Desserts 

were a big part of the celebration. Bakers brought out the 

very expensive butter, sugar and lard. They started to add 

cinnamon and nutmeg for a new different taste. Cookies 

range from one inch to giant three foot cookies made from 

wooden cookie molds. Everyone has their favorite, what is 

yours? 

The Leaving-Cookies-and-Milk Thing 
That started in Germany. Little ones left food in hopes of 

getting gifts from Nores God Odin. Odin traveled on his 

eight-legged horse named Sleipner. Americans during the 

Great Depression taught their children even when the 

money is tight to always show gratitude for the blessings 

in their life and to share with others (like Old St. Nick and 

his team). Milk, cookies and carrots and away! 

Hanging Stockings 
Blame this one on the old jolly guy in the red suit and 

white beard. 

Legend has it St. Nick heard that a widower was worried 

they were so poor that her three daughters would never 

wed, having no dowries. So he went to their house and 

snuck down the chimney that night. The girls stockings 

were hanging on the fireplace to dry. 

He stuffed the three daughters stockings with gold coins. 

When they awoke they were not only shocked but had 

dowries. Boy, there really is a Santa Clause. 

Christmas Trees and Lights 
Pagans displayed evergreen branches as a reminder of 

Spring, Romans placed them around temples for the God 

of Agriculture. 

In 16th century Germany Christians brought trees into 

their homes to symbolize everlasting life. 

Martin Luther was the first person to put lights on a 

Christmas tree. I didn’t know that!! Legend has it, he was 

walking through the forest when he witnessed beautiful 

stars shining through the tree branches. He hurried home 

and put a tree in the living room and lit candles on their 

branches. Does the word FIRE come to mind? 

May Christmas holiday traditions always continue except 

maybe buying, writing, addressing and sending Christmas 

cards. Don’t even get me started on the cost of stamps! 

Happy Healthy Holidays to All. 

Sandi Muirhead 

MPC Historian 
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Get Involved 
Everyone Eats 
November & December at “Everyone Eats” 

The six churches of the E1E Working Committee combine 

forces to provide holiday food and volunteers.  MPC will 

not need volunteers, as Sandi and Virginia are taking care 

of MPC’s part.  The Thanksgiving meal on November 27 

included turkey, mashed potatoes and gravy, green bean 

casserole, cranberries, cornbread, pumpkin pie, and a 

beverage.  Christmas lunch on December 18 will include 

ham, potatoes, green bean casserole, salad, dessert and 

beverage.  Gifts will be passed out from Santa for children 

of Clients. 

Help Needed at “Everyone Eats” for 2020 

During January, February, March and April many of our 

regular volunteers become “snowbirds”.  We will need 

drivers and volunteers to help on the fourth Wednesday 

of each month (January 22, February 26, March 25, and 

April22) to serve clients lunch at “Everyone Eats.”  A new 

sign-up sheet for those months will soon be available. 

Baby Bottle Drive 
Our annual Baby Bottle Drive is coming up in January. Pick 

up a bottle and fill it with change, bills, or checks. Bottles 

will be available January 5th. Monies collected support 

Another Way Pregnancy Center. 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in 

Classroom 224. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in Classroom 224. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in Classroom 224. Jan 

Keef (248) 685-8738. 

 

Community Notes 
In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Chris Beebee, 

Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry Cepuran, 

Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Tom Neff, Adam LaPratt, 

Ted Rancont, Joanne Hansen, Dave Matejko, Ted Byrne, Gail 

Stith, Sandy Cole, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Pat Gordon, Marie 

Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda Garrity, Marlene Neff, 

Tina Talbot, Bill Watkins, Jerry Breen, Avery Nagelkirk, Mary 

Fishell, Butch Maxwell, Don Hart, Patrick Gazley & Amanda 

Gilcrest & their baby Everly, Rich Johnston, Bob Trombley, 

Dick Sands, Jim Koresky, Lee Holman, Judy Nelson, Jim 

Stevenson, Clayton Maxwell, Bob & Ann Kirsch, Ted Holloway 

and all military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• LCpl Dawson Innis 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 
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Return Service Requested 
Time Value 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

December 2 & 3 

Advent by Candlelight 

December 7 
Caroling at Greenfield Village 

December 8 
Kids Club 

December 20 & 22 
Christmas Cantata 

December 24 
5p   Christmas Eve Family Service 

9p   Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

11p Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion Service 

Dates to Remember 
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