
I am recently returned from a week 
in Atlanta, where I completed my 
second doctoral course at Columbia 
Theological Seminary. Over the 
course of the four weeks leading up 
to this class, I immersed myself (by 
way of a mountain of reading) in a 
handful of historical settings and 
circumstances—the civil rights 
movement in the United States, the 
Christian resistance in 1930s 
Germany, and the Rwandan 
genocide of 1994—in order to 
understand more clearly the ways 
that Christian convictions are (and 
are not) lived out by the Christian 
community.  

After dwelling for two days on some 
of the key events and figures of the 
civil rights movement, my class rode 
the train downtown to the 
neighborhood in which Martin 
Luther King Jr. was raised and which 
today is home to (among other 
things) our nation’s only urban 
national park: the Martin Luther King 
Jr. National Historic Park. 

Our group had the unique benefit of 
a privately arranged tour, guided not 
by a park ranger but by a private 
citizen who helps run a community 
development association that was 
founded by Coretta Scott King, Dr. 
King’s widow. Donnell (our tour 
guide) introduced us to a significant 

player in the unfolding drama of the 
civil rights movement that many of 
us—myself included—had never 
heard of. This “player” was 
instrumental in helping shape the 
social and political imagination of 
African Americans, in cementing the 
bonds of community in the midst of 
tremendous struggle, and even in 
the emergence of Martin Luther King 
Jr. as a central figure of the 
movement. I am referring not to a 
person, but to “Sweet Auburn,” the 
neighborhood itself. 

Sweet Auburn is an Atlanta 
neighborhood that from the earliest 
days of Reconstruction (the period of 
black empowerment in the South 
immediately following emancipation) 
thrived as a center of black social, 
cultural, and economic life. This 
community produced its own 
businesses, banks, teachers, doctors, 
ministers, and politicians—even the 
first black millionaire in the 
country—all cultivated in and by a 
tight-knit and defiantly optimistic 
community. There were other such 
centers in Southern cities, but none 
was equal to Sweet Auburn. 

Dr. King was born in 1929 in the 
home purchased by his maternal 
grandfather on Auburn Street (his 
father did not trust the white 
doctors in the local hospitals), 

located just a block from Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, where his father was 
the pastor (and where King himself 
would one day return to serve). King 
had what can only be described as a 
privileged, upper-middle-class 
upbringing. He was well educated 
and the culture and prosperity of 
Sweet Auburn opened possibilities 
for him that were simply 
unattainable for rural blacks in other 
parts of the South. 

Donnell had a memorable phrase 
that he used often when speaking of 
Sweet Auburn: “the fabric of place.” 
He pointed out to us that it is no 
coincidence that the most articulate 
and inspiring voice for civil rights and 
social reform in the 1950s and ‘60s 
came from Sweet Auburn. King was 
one of many success stories woven 
into the fabric of that community, 
and without Sweet Auburn there 
would have been no Dr. King. 

Sweet Auburn today is not what it 
once was. When the federal 
government built Atlanta’s interstate 
system after WWII, a major portion 
of the city’s beltway was constructed 
right through the center of the 
neighborhood (despite the fact that 
there was undeveloped, government
-owned land just three quarters of a 
mile further east). Additionally, with 
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Music 

Caroling at Greenfield Village 
Saturday, December 7, 6 pm 

Once again, MPC has been invited to sing Christmas 

carols at Greenfield Village in exchange for Free 

Admission to their Holiday Nights celebration on 

Saturday, December 7. All are invited to participate, but 

please RSVP by contacting Marcus. Participants should 

plan to arrive by 6PM. We’re requested to sing carols on 

and off in 30-minute rotation throughout the evening 

until 9PM. We hope you can join us! 

Christmas Cantata 
December 20 & 22 

His Name Is Jesus is a new cantata that will be performed 

by our Chancel Choir and a live orchestra on Friday, 

December 20 at 8PM and Sunday, December 22 at 4PM. 

Plan to come celebrate the season by hearing this 

beautiful music! 

Cantata Rehearsals 

Cantata Instrumentalist Rehearsals will take place in our 

sanctuary on: 

November 2, 9, 30, and December 7, 9-11AM. 

Instruments and Choir will have combined rehearsals on 

December 11, 16, and 18. Check calendars for times. 

The choir began learning music for this cantata in early 

September. However, ANYONE may choose to join the 

choir, regardless of experience! Cantata rehearsals will 

take place from 11:15-11:45PM in the sanctuary near the 

grand piano every Sunday in November and December 1, 

8, and 15 : Rehearsal CDs are available. Attendance is 

never taken. Come whenever and as often as you can! 

No Choir Rehearsal November 27 
Chancel Choir will not have rehearsal on Wednesday, 

November 27. 

Youth 
30-Hour Famine 
November 16 & 17 

Over the weekend of November 16/17, the MPC Youth 

Group will once again participate in a 30-hour famine. This 

year, the funds raised by our Youth Group from this fam-

ine experience will go toward the purchase and installa-

tion of a new refill water station/drinking fountain for the 

renovated space at MPC. Please consider supporting the 

effort of our Youth as they seek to raise awareness of 

world hunger and a need for clean drinking water. 

Adult Volunteer 
The MPC Youth Group has had a dedicated crew of volun-

teer adults to support and encourage our Youth during 

Sunday evening Youth Group gatherings and various 

outings. We need one additional caring adult male volun-

teer to join this crew. Ideally, it would be someone who is 

not related to a current Youth Group member. Please con-

tact Marcus if you would consider this important role in 

the development of our MPC Youth. 

Suicide Prevention 
Suicide was the leading cause of death in Michigan among 

people ages 12-18 in 2017 (according to the most recent 

data collected by the CDC, Wisqars). The National Suicide 

Prevention hotline is available 24/7: 1-800-273-8255.  

Special Thanks! 
Special Thanks to all who have prepared and served a Sun-

day night Youth Group meal to our MPC kids. If you would 

like to volunteer in this unique capacity, please contact 

Marcus. All expenses are reimbursable! 
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Snow Birds 
Please let the church office know if you are 

leaving town for the winter. We would love to 

stay in contact with you while you’re away. Call 

248-684-2805 or email lnathan@milfordpc.org 

with your winter address and phone. 

Events & Activities 
All Saints’ Sunday 
Sunday, November 3 

In honor of All Saints’ Day, and as a way to express our 

gratitude and respect for the saints in our midst, we 

take the opportunity on the first Sunday of November 

to remember the saints of Milford Presbyterian Church 

who have joined the Church Triumphant in the last year. 

Deacon Turkey Sale 
Sundays, November 3 & 10 

The Deacons will be collecting 

donations to help Community 

Sharing provide Thanksgiving 

turkeys for families in need in our 

area. A donation of $10 will buy one turkey. 

Brunch 
Sunday, November 17, after worship 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch, in Fellowship Hall, provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association. Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Hanging of the Greens 
Sunday, November 24, after worship 

Plan to stay after worship for no more than an hour to 

help us get our building decorated for the Advent and 

Christmas season. A delicious lunch will be provided by 

our Fellowship Committee. 

Advent by Candlelight 
December 2 and 3, 6:30 pm 

Please plan to attend a spiritually uplifting evening with 

other women of the church, beginning the Advent 

Season with dessert and fellowship. 

You can make your reservation now by contacting Mary 

McFarland at 248-520-7186 or by email at 

maryhelenmac@aol.com. Please put “Advent” as the 

subject line. 

We are in need of hostesses for this event. Hostessing 

involves decorating a table and providing a dessert for 

ten. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 

Mary McFarland, her contact information is above. 

Kids Club 
Sunday, December 8, 4 pm to 6 pm 

Mark your calendar for the 2nd Annual Kids Club! Drop 

your children, ages 4 through 5th grade, off for crafts, 

activities, and fun while you get some Christmas 

shopping done. A snack and drink will be provided. 

Please let Kelly Carey or Barb Strnad know if your child 

has any allergies. Sign up at www.signupgenius.com/

go/30e0549a9ad292-milford2. 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a9ad292-milford2
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0549a9ad292-milford2
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A Look Back 
Michigan Women with Missions 
The Mitten is home to many gutsy and independent women. 

Today you will learn a little about four of them. 

Sojourner Truth  
Sojourner Truth was born a slave. Her siblings were all sold as 

youngsters. She was bought and sold three times before 

achieving her freedom in 1827. The name Sojourner means “a 

temporary stay” which would fit her life in the years to come. 

Her last name Truth was also part of her “plan” to travel and 

speak the “truth” about the evils of slavery. She arrived in Battle 

Creek and made it her forever home. 

Harriett Beecher Stowe once asked her to speak about women’s 

rights and she traveled and spoke for many years after. One 

famous speech was called “Ain’t I A Woman?” 

Her proudest day was when she met President Lincoln in the 

White House and wrote in her little black book, “For Aunty 

Sojourner Truth, Oct. 29, 1864 A. Lincoln.” A famous photograph 

was taken of both of them that day. 

She fought for justice her whole life until she passed away at the 

age of 86 in Battle Creek. Local citizens collected donations for 

her grave marker at Oak Hill Cemetery. 

Rosie the Riveter 
There really was a Rosie the Riveter and her name was Rose Will 

Monroe of Ypsilanti. She was a real knockout and posed for the 

iconic “WE Can Do It” poster. 

She became a widow with two children and began working a the 

Ford Motor Co. Willow Run Plant during WWII. Rosie 

encouraged other housewives and women to take factory jobs. 

After the war ended, many women got the taste of 

independence and nice paychecks totaling about $2000 a year. 

Now the post war economics saw double paychecks in the home 

and a whole new way of living. 

Many women lined up to join the Women’s Army Corp and said 

that they endured the same routines and conditions as the men. 

Today the children of any Rosie the Riveter (women who worked 

in the factories) are called Rosebuds if you are a daughter and 

Rivets if you are a son. 

Anna Sutherland Bissell 
Anna Sutherland Bissell’s frustration was trying to keep their 

crockery shop floors clean in Grand Rapids and her husband 

Melvin suffered allergy attacks unpacking new dishes. 

To keep the little wife “happy” he concocted a rotating brush 

that swept dust into a container for disposal and patented it in 

1876 and started manufacturing them. This new invention swept 

the world!! 

A “clean sweep” hit with housewives, who started happily 

“Bisselling” their floors. Even Queen Victoria demanded the 

floors be Bisselled regularly. 

Anna would travel with Melvin to sell them door to door. They 

each would take a side of the street. 

When Melvin passed she rolled up her sleeves and became the 

President for 25 years and Board Member for sixteen. 

People loved working for the Bissell Company because Anna 

paid competitive wages and Bissell is believed to be the first 

corporation to offer retirement and employee benefits. Leave it 

to a woman to think of that. 

Elizabeth “Betty” Boomer Ford 
When Elizabeth was young she was considered “chubby” so her 

mother hung a sign around her neck, “Please Don’t Feed This 

Child.” I can imagine what you are thinking reading this. 

Fast Forward Fast: 

She married Gerald Ford in 1948 and had four children. 

In 1974 Betty Ford announced to the world she had breast 

cancer. At that time that word “breast” was only used when you 

were talking about poultry. The first gutsy move. 

When Betty Ford saw that the White House had separate beds 

and bedrooms she said she would have none of that. So they 

were the first Presidential couple to sleep together in the same 

room. Second gusty move. 

But her gutsiest move was when she revealed her addiction to 

drugs and alcohol. She started the Betty Ford Clinic in California, 

which is still going strong today. She ran it until 2005 and died in 

2011 at the age of 93. 

If you would like to learn more about Women of Michigan you 

can visited the Women’s Hall of Fame in Lansing Michigan. 

 

   Sandi Muirhead 

   MPC Historian 
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Get Involved 
Sunday School Teachers Needed 
If you are interested in getting kids excited about building 

their faith, we need you as a teacher in Sunday School! 

We are looking for a preschool teacher (12-week 

commitment), a K-2 teacher (once-a-month 

commitment), and a 3-5 teacher (once-a-month 

commitment). You will need to complete a Volunteer 

Application and a Background Check. If you are 

interested, please contact Kelly Carey @ 

kcarey@milfordpc.org or at (248) 240-2101. 

Everyone Eats 
On Wednesday, October 25, our dedicated volunteers 

Chuck Cardinale, Betsy Cardinale, Dan Lafferty, Gayle 

Lafferty, Carol Smith, Cheryl Perrine, Leslie Nave, Mike 

Nave, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, and Sandi Muirhead 

traveled to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. They served 

137 meals of hot dogs with pork and beans, cornbread 

and butter, vanilla pudding, snack bags of hard candy 

with chocolates and punch. 

November & December at “Everyone Eats” 

The six churches of the E1E Working Committee combine 

forces to provide holiday food and volunteers. MPC will 

not need volunteers for these two months, as Sandi and 

Virginia are taking care of MPC’s part. 

Help Needed at “Everyone Eats” for 2020 

During January, February, March and April many of our 

regular volunteers become “snowbirds”. We will need 

drivers and volunteers to help on the fourth Wednesday 

of each month (January 22, February 26, March 25, and 

April22) to serve clients lunch at “Everyone Eats.” A new 

sign-up sheet for those months will be put up near the 

office during November. 

Thank You to Generous MPC Members and Friends 

“Socktober” yielded 332 pairs of socks for men, women 

and children clients at “Everyone Eats”. In addition, 289 

items of new clothing and sanitary products were 

donated to Community Sharing this fall and 94 boxes of 

cereal were donated in October for local clients of 

Community Sharing. 

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
desegregation came greater opportunity for African 
Americans in other parts of the city, region, and country, 
so the incentives to maintain separation from society at 
large were greatly diminished. 

What has been lost at Sweet Auburn—and what Donnell 
and other community developers like him all over the 
country are working to restore—is “the fabric of place”: 
neighborhoods with the capacity to thrive and to raise up 
a new generation of thinkers, professionals, and reformers 
who can bring to light the concerns of marginalized groups 
and effect moral transformation and structural change 
across the country. 

This is the power of community and of place, often an 
untold story not just of the civil rights movement but of 

human flourishing in general. Christian community—the 
church—certainly participates in “the fabric of place,” and 
we need to continue to look for ways to strengthen that 
fabric, both in our own community and in those 
communities whose obstacles are much more significant 
than ours. 

  In Christ, 
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Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in 

Classroom 224. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in Classroom 224. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in Classroom 224. Jan 

Keef (248) 685-8738. 

 

This ‘n’ That 

Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

(248-882-4415 | hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Retirement Giving Option 
If you must take a “Required Minimum 

Distribution” (RMD) from your retirement plan, you 

might want to consider making a “Qualified Charitable 

Contribution” directly from the plan.  With the tax 

change this year, it may be more advantageous than in 

the past. Check with your tax preparer. 

Prayer Quilts 
The prayer quilt ministry has been making quilts for 

over ten years for people in our congregation in need of 

a special gift of prayer and comfort. These quilts are all 

made with love by several talented seamstresses in our 

church from donated fabrics. Then members of our 

church say a prayer while tying a knot on the quilt for 

final preparation for a person in need. What makes each 

quilt unique is not the pattern, color, or workmanship, 

but the fact that prayer is symbolically tied into each 

one. These “comforters” are a statement of faith, and a 

testimony to our belief in God and in the power of 

prayer. 

If you know of someone who is in need of a quilt, please 

call the church office or contact Judy Kleeves at (810) 

629-6378. 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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Community Notes 

Thank You! 
Thank You MPC Congregation! 

The Brotherly Love Truck Ministry for the Homeless 

would like to thank the congregation again for their 

continued support in our work in Detroit. Your generous 

donations help to fund many events at Second Mile 

Ministry, Second Chance Ministry, Core City 

Neighborhoods, and NSO Tumaini Center. The 

upcoming holidays are a very busy time for us and we 

look forward to making them a little brighter for the 

people we serve. We would also like to thank Kathy 

Donn for her help and enthusiasm with our events this 

summer, she is a welcome addition to our Ministry 

work. 

 Susan Linn and Dave Muirhead 

Meals on Wheels Thank You! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Judy 

McLeod and Pat and Bob Born for their many years of 

service as Meals on Wheels drivers, as they retire from 

the program. Your faithfulness to the program is greatly 

appreciated. 

 Kathy Donn 

 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Chris Beebee, 

Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry 

Cepuran, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Tom Neff, 

Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, Joanne Hansen, Dave Matejko, 

Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy Cole, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Pat 

Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda Garrity, 

Marlene Neff, Tina Talbot, Bill Watkins, Jerry Breen, Avery 

Nagelkirk, Mary Fishell, Butch Maxwell, Don Hart, Patrick 

Gazley & Amanda Gilcrest & their baby Everly, Rich Johnston, 

Bob Trombley, Dick Sands, Jim Koresky, Lee Holman, Judy 

Nelson and all military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• LCpl Dawson Innis 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 
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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

November 3 
All Saints’ Sunday 

November 11 
Veterans Day 

November 17 
Brunch 

November 24 
Hanging of the Greens 

November 28 
Thanksgiving 
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