
There are so many great stories of 
Jesus at mealtime in the Gospel of 
Luke—so many that we’re looking at 
six of them in our current series, 
“Dinner with Jesus” (there are even 
more that I did not include in the 
series).  

When I plan out a sermon series, one 
of the more important things that I 
do right at the outset is to figure out 
what general theme each sermon 
will address. I do this primarily so 
that I do not end up retreading the 
same territory as I move from one 
sermon to the next—if I keep hitting 
the same themes over and over, 
then you and I will both tire of my 
sermons much more quickly. 

When constructing series and 
preaching from the gospels of the 
New Testament, I rarely struggle 
with this issue of thematic overlap. 
Jesus is just too multi-layered, clever, 
and complex—there’s always 
something new for the preacher to 
explore. But with our current series I 
have been surprised by one element 
that I was not expecting. With every 
sermon in this series, I have felt 
pulled unwittingly into reflections on 
the Lord’s Supper. I have resisted 
this temptation—that theme is 
“reserved” for October 6!—but it 
seems that whenever Jesus gathers 
around a table there are echoes of 

that sacramental table which simply 
cannot be ignored. 

When Jesus is invited to share a meal 
with tax collectors and others 
(labeled “sinners” by those with 
good sense) in Luke 5, I cannot help 
but recognize that my own status as 
a sinner does not foreclose the 
possibility of my having a seat at the 
table.  

In Luke 7, when Jesus’ dinner with a 
group of upright Pharisees is 
interrupted by a “woman of the 
world” (so to speak), it does not 
escape my notice that when we 
share Communion together in 
worship we all—saint and sinner 
alike—approach the table as equals, 
all in the same desperate need of 
grace and nourishment. 

When Jesus chastises the Pharisees 
in Luke 11 for failing to recognize the 
sickness of their souls and to repent, 
my own soul-sickness is laid bare, 
which is precisely the posture Christ 
asks of us as we eat and drink in 
remembrance of him. 

One of Jesus’ most memorable 
parables (Luke 14) is a story of a 
meal which, by virtue of the way it 
upends rules of social etiquette and 
explodes expectations, prefigures 
the kingdom of God (and this is not 
the only time in scripture that a meal 

serves as the central symbol of the 
completion of God’s work in the 
world). When we celebrate the 
sacrament, we anticipate and ready 
ourselves for the coming of God’s 
kingdom. 

After he is raised from the dead, 
Jesus is revealed to two disciples 
who were blinded by despair (Luke 
24), but interestingly, it is the act of 
breaking bread that unlocks their 
benighted minds and warms their 
grief-hardened hearts—they 
recognize their savior. 

There is a reason that this particular 
meal—a meager helping of the most 
ordinary elements—has had such 
staying power in the life of the 
church for these many centuries. In 
so many ways, the gospel story itself 
is embedded in this communal act of 
sharing, and it is our regular 
opportunity to share tangibly, 
kinetically, and hungrily in the divine 
presence that surrounds us and 
pervades this world. 

It is the joyful feast of the people of 
God. 

In Christ, 
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Music 

KIDS CHOIR 
Children from Age 5 through Grade 5 are invited and 

encouraged to join Miss Mandy on Sunday mornings 

from 9:15 to 9:45 in the Kids Choir room. Parents can 

relax together in Fellowship Hall during this time... or 

rehearse with the Adult Choir (see below). The Kids Choir 

is scheduled to sing in service on the following dates: 

October 20, November 17, December TBA, and the 

Christmas Eve Family Service. 

WESTMINSTER HANDBELLS 
We are so blessed to have an active and thriving handbell 

ensemble. This group requires a regular Wednesday 

evening (6:15-7:15) commitment from at least 11 ringers. 

Please contact Marilyn asap if you are planning to be a 

part of this special ensemble as a regular ringer or if you 

can even simply add your name to the substitute ringer 

list. 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Anyone who can speak, can sing... some may do it better 

than others. But when you sing in a choir, you have 

others to rely on and lift you up, to fill in your musical 

gaps, and to glorify God with a unified musical goal. Our 

Chancel Choir rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30-9PM and 

Sundays from 9:15-9:45AM in the sanctuary. ALL are 

welcome to join us. 

MPC ORCHESTRA 
This Fall, MPC is gathering all of the musical skills of many 

instrumentalists in our midst to form an orchestra. This 

ensemble will rehearse in November and December to 

prepare for accompanying the Chancel Choir during the 

Cantata program. So far, our orchestra includes: flute, 

horn, trumpets, trombone, percussion, harp, violins, and 

string bass. If you play an instrument and would like to be 

part of this ensemble, please contact Marcus so that we 

can find a place for you! 

mYOUTHic CREW 
Once a month, children in grades 6-12 can rehearse/meet 

with our mYOUTHic Crew. Youth can be a part of all 

musical aspects of a monthly service... from selecting the 

music, to playing instruments, to song-leading, to running 

the soundboard, to recommending hymns and anthems, 

each mYOUTHic Crew member will have an opportunity 

to contribute their ideas and/or musical gifts to a service. 

Contact Marcus for details on meeting dates/times. 

REMIND 
The Chancel Choir and Kids Choir directors will use 

REMIND as a convenient way to communicate news and 

updates. If you haven’t already, please consider signing 

up. You do NOT need an app. You can receive notices 

directly as a text message. To sign up... 

Chancel Choir members: Take out your phone. Enter this 

number 81010. Text this message @mpccha. 

Kids Choir parents: Take out your phone. Enter this 

number 81010. Text this message @mpckidsing. 

Snow Birds 
Please let the church office know if you are 

leaving town for the winter. We would love to 

stay in contact with you while you’re away. Call 

248-684-2805 or email lnathan@milfordpc.org 

with your winter address and phone. 
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Youth 
Thank You! 
Thank you to the Bonhards for, once again, hosting the 

annual MPC Youth Kickoff party at their home. We en-

joyed food, fun, croquet, volleyball, ping pong, jumbo 

jenga, and S’mores around a bonfire! 

Sunday Mornings 
Children in Grades 6-12 meet Sunday mornings (except 

the first Sunday of each month) in the Youth Room follow-

ing the Chancel Choir anthem. This Fall, the Youth are fol-

lowing the INTERSECTIONS and ALPHA SERIES curricula on 

Sunday mornings. 

Sunday Evenings 
In addition to Sunday mornings, our Youth Group will 

meet on several Sunday evenings between now and 

Christmas for dinner (6PM) and games and activities until 

8PM. We meet in Fellowship Hall unless otherwise noted. 

Adult volunteers are needed to prepare and serve a meal 

to our Youth Group on these Sunday evenings. All expens-

es are reimbursable. Contact Marcus if you’d be willing to 

arrange and prep a Sunday evening Youth Group dinner. 

Youth Outings 
Several Youth outings are happening this Fall including 

trips to Downtown Detroit, Cedar Point, and Kirk in the 

Hills. 

A calendar of MPC Youth activities is posted outside the 

Youth Room. You can also email Marcus for a copy: 

mlapratt@milfordpc.org. 

Remind 
Adults and Youth are encouraged to sign up for regular 

updates/news via REMIND. 

You do NOT need an app. You can receive notices directly 

as a text message. To sign up for Youth Group REMIND 

notices: Take out your phone. Enter this number 81010. 

Text this message @mpcythgrp. 
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Events & Activities 
Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, October 6, after worship 

The session has called a congregational meeting for 

Sunday, October 6, to take place immediately following 

worship. The purpose of this meeting is to elect our 

corporate officers (President, Secretary, Treasurer). This 

will be an exceptionally brief meeting. 

New Member Class 
October 6 & 13, 11 am 
If you are interested in joining the church, please plan 

to join us for these two classes. Information is available 

at milfordpc.org/membership 

Blood Drive 
Monday, October 7, 1-7 pm 

Mark your calendars. Our fall blood drive will be held in 

Fellowship Hall on Monday, October 7. To schedule an 

appointment, visit redcrossblood.org, sponsor code: 

milpresb, or call Barb Klein at 248-437-6192. 

Progressive Dinner 
Saturday, October 12, 6-9 pm 

The Membership and Fellowship committee is planning 

a Progressive Dinner on Saturday, October 12. We are in 

need of both hosts and diners. All diners and hosts will 

meet for dessert at the church after. If you are 

interested in either hosting up to 12 guests for an 

appetizer/salad course or a main course, or if you would 

like to be a guest or serve dessert at the church, please 

go to SignUpGenius at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30e0549a9ad292-milford1. You may also contact 

Mary MacFarland at maryhelenmac@aol.com or Leslie 

Nave at lesnave@aol.com. Please put Progressive 

Dinner in the subject line of your email. 

MPC Ladies Movie Club 
Returning Soon 

Due to current limited meeting space, we have decided 

to suspend the Ladies Movie Club until further notice. 

Watch for updates on a new viewing location. 

Contribution Statements 
Third quarter contribution statements will be mailed mid-October 

timeframe. They will include year-to-date contributions as well as pledge 

information. If you have questions or concerns, once you have received 

your statement, please contact Harold Swenson at 

hswenson@milfordpc.org or call the church office at 248-684-2805. 
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A Look Back 
Michigan’s Three Fires 
The first native peoples arrived about 12,000 years ago. 

For thousands of years they did not have a written 

language. We learned from clues left behind in shards of 

pottery, spear heads and tools made from bone. 

Today there are 60,000 Native Americans living in 

Michigan. 

The Native life is kept alive by passing down traditions, 

customs and language to younger generations. 

Three of the most well-known tribes in Michigan are the 

Ojibwa (also called Chippewa), Odawa (also called 

Ottawa), and the Potawatomi. They were known as the 

“Three Fires.” They spoke a common language and shared 

similar beliefs and customs. 

Ojibwa means “puckered up” and refers to the moccasins 

these Native Americans wore. Fishing was their way of life. 

Each fall they would gather to catch whitefish at the St. 

Mary’s River. 

Odawa means “to trade.” They were trading partners with 

the French. Their birch bark canoes transported furs and 

trade goods to far away places.  

The word Potawatomi means “people of the place of fire.” 

They were Michigan’s first farmers. They grew corn, 

squash, beans and tobacco. Hunting and fishing kept the 

tribe fed.  

The Three Fires had certain beliefs: Spirits were more 

powerful than men, nature belonged to everyone, and no 

one had the right to run another person’s life. 

Everyone worked. Women and girls did most daily tasks. 

They tanned, wove nets, grew crops, chopped wood, and 

cooked. Men and boys hunted and fished. They hunted 

bear, moose, deer, wolf, and fox. Bows, arrows, traps, 

tools, and canoes were made by skilled hands. 

The native peoples of the Great Lakes lived in dome 

shaped houses called wigwams, not tepees. Branches 

were tied together to create a frame. Sheets of birch bark 

were placed over the frame. They just rolled up the bark 

when migrating and left the frame behind. They did not 

wear feathers as many might imagine, and they wore long, 

braided hair. 

When they started to trade with the French, the Native 

Americans began in time to live more like their white 

neighbors. 

Michigan Native Americadns traveled often to search for 

animals, good grass, rich soil, or to be closer to other 

friendly tribes. 

Other names of Michigan tribes are the Huron (also called 

Wyandotte) meaning “a wild boar” in French. The Fox tribe 

meant “red-earth people.” The people of the Miami loved 

to hear the French speak and were tattooed from head to 

toe. The Sauk tribe meant “people of the yellow earth.” 

Last were the Menominee known as the “wild rice people” 

due to rice being their main staple. The tribe enjoyed 

playing a game that include a three foot stick and distance 

between goals several miles long. Broken legs and arms 

were common. The French called it “crosse”—today, we 

call it lacrosse. 

Famous words from a western chief in 1879:  

“The agreement an Indian makes to a United States treaty 

is like the agreement a buffalo makes with the hunter 

when pierced with arrows. All (the buffalo) can do is lie 

down and give in.” 

   Sandi Muirhead 

   MPC Historian 
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Get Involved 
Sunday School Teachers Needed 
If you are interested in getting kids excited about building 

their faith, we need you as a teacher in Sunday School! 

We are looking for a preschool teacher (12-week 

commitment), a K-2 teacher (once-a-month 

commitment), and a 3-5 teacher (once-a-month 

commitment). You will need to complete a Volunteer 

Application and a Background Check. If you are 

interested, please contact Kelly Carey @ 

kcarey@milfordpc.org or at (248) 240-2101.  

Everyone Eats 
On Wednesday, September 25, our super volunteers Dan 

Lafferty, Gayle Lafferty, Carol Smith, Leslie Nave, Mike 

Nave, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, and Sandi Muirhead 

traveled to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. They served 
120 meals of meatballs and gravy over rotini, roll and butter, 

corn, chocolate pudding, snack bags of hard candy and punch. 

Drive and/or Volunteer for Everyone Eats (E1E) 

We welcome drivers and helpers to travel with us the 

fourth Wednesday of each month (October 23, and 

November 27) to “Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope 

Church in Detroit. We meet at MPC at 9:30 am to load the 

food and then carpool to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. 

We invite you to sign up for a week and join in this 

wonderful experience. A sign-up sheet will be up near the 

new church office entrance. 

“SOCKTOBER” 

During the month of October we will be collecting new 

cold weather socks for men, women, and children at 

“Everyone Eats.”   Please place donated socks in the blue 

bin on the ramp near the chapel entrance. 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available here 

at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. Barb 

Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in Classroom 224. 

Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in Classroom 224. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in Classroom 224. Jan Keef 

(248) 685-8738 
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This ‘n’ That 

Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in honor 

or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a special event, 

forms are located in the narthex. You can also complete the 

form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate family 

in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are interested in more 

information, contact Hanne Bishop (248-882-4415 | 

hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Retirement Giving Option 
If you must take a “Required Minimum Distribution” (RMD) 

from your retirement plan, you might want to consider 

making a “Qualified Charitable Contribution” directly from 

the plan.  With the tax change this year, it may be more 

advantageous than in the past. Check with your tax preparer. 

Community Notes 

Thank You! 
Thank You For All The Cereal for Community Sharing 

The MPC Mission Committee encourages members to 

continue donating 11-15 oz. boxes of name brand cereal 

for Community Sharing each month. There is a bin in 

front of the church office to collect cereal and other 

food items. Community Sharing is very thankful for the 

boxes of cereal donated by MPC, AKA: Community 

Sharing’s Cereal Church. MPC collected 59 boxes of 

cereal during the month of September. 

Thank You For All The Wonderful New Clothing 

Special thanks to everyone who brought in “New 

Clothing for Community Sharing” during the month of 

September.  The donated items will be delivered to CS 

the first week of October. They will be placed in their 

clothing pantry for distribution to clients. 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Chris Beebee, 

Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry 

Cepuran, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Tom Neff, 

Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, Joanne Hansen, Dave Matejko, 

Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy Cole, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Pat 

Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda Garrity, 

Marlene Neff, Bob Neff, Tina Talbot, Bill Watkins, Jerry Breen, 

Avery Nagelkirk, Mary Fishell, Butch Maxwell, Don Hart, 

Patrick Gazley & Amanda Gilcrest & their baby Everly, Rich 

Johnston, Bob Trombley, Dick Sands, Jim Koresky and all 

military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• LCpl Dawson Innis 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 
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