
The summer is drawing to a close, and 
since this has been a summer of 
renovations for us, it seems a fitting time 
to bring you up to speed on the status of 
our project. 

Elevator 

A pit was dug out for the elevator shaft, 
and this turned out to be a much larger 
job than expected. The ground beneath 
our foundation (at least in that area) is 
very sandy. Our contractors had to 
remove two dumpsters full of dirt (far 
more than expected) in order to create 
the space needed to build the 
foundation for the shaft. What was 
expected to be a one-day job took more 
than a week! 

All necessary preparations for the 
elevator have been made, and now we 
eagerly await the arrival of the elevator 
components for installation. We do not 
know exactly when they will arrive, but 
we still have some waiting to do. Once 
we have them, installation will begin and 
we will have a clearer expectation of 
when our new elevator will be 
operational. 

Cafe 

The centerpiece of the project, this area 
is coming along beautifully and finishing 
touches are being added daily. As of this 
writing, we expect flooring to arrive 
soon, and cabinets and countertops for 
the kitchenette and bathrooms are on-
order. Toilets have arrived and will soon 
be in place, new doors have been 
stained and mounted, and the ceiling 

work is almost complete. 

Front Entry 

The work in this area (the “narthex”) is 
stalled as we wait on two key 
components. First, we have ordered a 
decorative wood ceiling insert to be 
installed inside the soffit, along with two 
decorative light fixtures. Second, a new 
wall will be installed at the office entry, 
and we are waiting for certain 
components of this to arrive. An 
automatic door mechanism will soon be 
installed and the whole area will be re-
carpeted. 

Westminster Room 

Part way through our renovations, the 
session decided that now was the time 
also to update the Westminster Room. 
This space is coming along nicely. New 
doors have been installed, a new 
suspended ceiling is almost complete, 
the walls have been painted, and new 
carpet will be installed soon. 

Fellowship Hall 

Another decision that the session made 
recently was to install new floor covering 
in Fellowship Hall. The original 
suggestion made by our contractor was 
to use carpet tile, a suggestion which 
almost everyone involved in the 
discussion rejected out of hand.  

At his continued insistence, our Finance 
& Facilities Committee (along with a 
couple of other interested parties) 
visited Cornerstone Evangelical 
Presbyterian Church in Brighton, where 

our contractor had installed carpet in a 
Fellowship Hall four years prior. This visit 
made believers of everyone. Their space 
is used for multiple meals each week and 
still looked immaculate. One of the 
advantages of carpet tile is that 
individual tiles can be replaced as 
needed—Cornerstone has not replaced 
a single tile in four years. We have 
researched the cost of maintaining 
carpet (compared to our current tile) 
and the difference is negligible. 

As a result, we have decided to follow 
the recommendation of our contractor 
and will soon be selecting the style of 
carpet to install in Fellowship Hall. This 
will create a warmer, softer feel for that 
area and it will make the room much 
quieter. I am excited about this decision, 
and I trust that once you see it and 
experience it, it will make a believer of 
you, too! 

As I have urged throughout this process, 
if you have any concerns or questions at 
all, please do not hesitate to speak with 
me, a member of the Session, or a 
member of the Finance & Facilities 
Committee. Thank you for your 
continued, faithful support of this effort! 

In Christ, 

Milford Presbyterian Church 
238 North Main Street, Milford, Michigan 48381 

www.milfordpc.org 
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Music 

KIDS CHOIR 
Children from Age 5 through Grade 5 are invited and 

encouraged to join Miss Mandy on Sunday mornings 

from 9:15 to 9:45 in the Kids Choir room. Parents can 

relax together in Fellowship Hall during this time... or 

rehearse with the Adult Choir (see below). The Kids Choir 

is scheduled to sing in service on the following dates: 

September 29, October 20, November 17, December 

TBA, and the Christmas Eve Family Service. 

WESTMINSTER HANDBELLS 
We are so blessed to have an active and thriving handbell 

ensemble. This group requires a regular Wednesday 

evening (6:15-7:15) commitment from at least 11 ringers. 

Please contact Marilyn asap if you are planning to be a 

part of this special ensemble as a regular ringer or if you 

can even simply add your name to the substitute ringer 

list. The first handbell rehearsal of the season will be 

Wednesday, September 4. 

CHANCEL CHOIR 
Anyone who can speak, can sing... some may do it better 

than others. But when you sing in a choir, you have 

others to rely on and lift you up, to fill in your musical 

gaps, and to glorify God with a unified musical goal. Our 

Chancel Choir rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30-9PM and 

Sundays from 9:15-9:45AM in the sanctuary. ALL are 

welcome to join us. Our first rehearsal of the season is 

Wednesday, September 4... and we’ll already begin 

rehearsing our Christmas Cantata music at that rehearsal! 

MPC ORCHESTRA 
This Fall, MPC will gather all of the musical skills of many 

instrumentalists in our midst to form an orchestra. This 

ensemble will rehearse in November and December to 

prepare for accompanying the Chancel Choir during the 

Cantata program. So far, our orchestra includes: flute, 

horn, trumpets, trombone, percussion, harp, violins, and 

string bass. If you play an instrument and would like to be 

part of this ensemble, please contact Marcus so that we 

can find a place for you! 

mYOUTHic CREW 
Once a month, children in grades 6-12 can rehearse/meet 

with our mYOUTHic Crew. Youth can be a part of all 

musical aspects of a monthly service... from selecting the 

music, to playing instruments, to song-leading, to running 

the soundboard, to recommending hymns and anthems, 

each mYOUTHic Crew member will have an opportunity 

to contribute their ideas and/or musical gifts to a service. 

Contact Marcus for details on meeting dates/times. 

SUMMER SPECIAL MUSIC 
Thank you to all who contributed to the Special Music 

offerings during our weekly services over the summer: 

Ron Johnson, Mandy York, Jennifer Ginther, Dianna 

Speier, Mary Baldwin, Grace Baldwin, Ava Somervell, 

Grace Carey, Kyle Schang, Katelyn Schang, Mike York, 

Sylvia LaPratt, Lina LaPratt, Nathan Schang, Natalie Carey, 

and Clay Maxwell. 

REMIND 
The Chancel Choir and Kids Choir directors will use 

REMIND as a convenient way to communicate news and 

updates. If you haven’t already, please consider signing 

up. You do NOT need an app. You can receive notices 

directly as a text message. To sign up... 

Chancel Choir members: Take out your phone. Enter this 

number 81010. Text this message @mpccha. 

Kids Choir parents: Take out your phone. Enter this 

number 81010. Text this message @mpckidsing. 
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Events & Activities 
Sunday School Kickoff 
Sunday, September 8, after worship 

Come join us for cake following the service on Sunday, 

September 8, in Fellowship Hall, to kick off the start of 

the 2019/2020 Sunday School year. 

Progressive Dinner 
Saturday, October 12, 6-9 pm 

The Membership and Fellowship committee is planning 

a Progressive Dinner on Saturday, October 12. We are in 

need of both hosts and diners. All diners and hosts will 

meet for dessert at the church after. If you are 

interested in either hosting up to 12 guests for an 

appetizer/salad course or a main course, or if you would 

like to be a guest or serve dessert at the church, please 

go to SignUpGenius at https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/30e0549a9ad292-milford1. You may also contact 

Mary MacFarland at maryhelenmac@aol.com or Leslie 

Nave at lesnave@aol.com. Please put Progressive 

Dinner in the subject line of your email. 

Blood Drive 
Monday, October 7 

Mark your calendars. Our fall blood drive will be held in 

Fellowship Hall on Monday, October 7. Look for sign-up 

information in future newsletters. 

MPC Ladies Movie Club 
Returning in October 

Due to current limited meeting space, we have decided 

to suspend the Ladies Movie Club until October. Watch 

for updates on a new viewing location. 

Youth 
Sunday Mornings 
Children in Grades 6-12 will meet Sunday mornings 

(except the first Sunday of each month) in the Youth Room 

following the Chancel Choir anthem. This Fall, the Youth 

will be following the INTERSECTIONS and ALPHA SERIES 

curricula on Sunday mornings. 

Sunday Evenings 
In addition to Sunday morning, our Youth Group will meet 

on 11 Sunday evenings between now and Christmas for 

dinner (6PM) and games and activities until 8PM. We 

meet in Fellowship Hall unless otherwise noted. Adult vol-

unteers are needed to prepare and serve a meal to our 

Youth Group on these Sunday evenings. All expenses are 

reimbursable. Contact Marcus if you’d be willing to ar-

range and prep a Sunday evening Youth Group dinner. 

Youth Outings 
Several Youth outings are planned this Fall including trips 

to Horses Haven, Downtown Detroit, Cedar Point, Kirk in 

the Hills, and our kickoff party at the Bonhard Home on 

Saturday, September 14, 5:30-8:30PM. 

A calendar of MPC Youth activities is posted outside the 

Youth Room. You can also email Marcus for a 

copy: mlapratt@milfordpc.org. 

Triennium Thank You 
Special thanks to Bob Parrett who was part of our group of 

six that attended Triennium at Purdue in July. It was an-

other inspiring and worship-filled experience for our kids. 

Remind 
Adults and Youth are encouraged to sign up for regular 

updates/news via REMIND. 

You do NOT need an app. You can receive notices directly 

as a text message. To sign up for Youth Group REMIND 

notices: Take out your phone. Enter this number 81010. 

Text this message @mpcythgrp. 



September 2019 | Page 4 

The Milford Messenger 

 

A Look Back 
Three Nor’easters 
I took a summer breather from the newsletter but now I’m 

back and ready to share my love of history. 

I took three trips from March through May, all out east. In 

a whirlwind of exploring, eating new foods, and enjoying 

friends’ company, they were Nor’easter adventures: one 

eleven-day trip with Questers J. Moore, B. Cardinale, and J. 

Nelson; another five-day trip to Boston with Dianna Speier 

to stay with her family, Mark, Jimmy and puppy Yumi. No I 

won’t bore you with my trip details. But I will share what 

you might not know about famous places, men and more. 

George Washington was a great American hero but here 

are a few things you might not know: 

• Had no middle name and didn’t need one. He’s 

George Washington!! 

• All that white powdery hair was all his. How did they 

get those tight curls??? 

• No one will ever rank higher than him in the military 

(Google it). 

• His presidential salary was 2 percent of the total U. S. 

budget. What would that be today? Hurry...someone 

do the math!! 

• One of our sickliest Presidents. He suffered over ten 

ailments in his life. TB, smallpox, and malaria, to 

name a few. Also many from the war such as 

dysentery and pneumonia. 

• He was a Dog Lover...Awwwwww. He bred hunting 

dogs and was also known as the “Father of the 

American Foxhound” and had over 30 canines. Three 

were named Drunkard, Tipler and Tipsy. 

• He did not have wooden teeth. But at his first 

inauguration, he only had ONE tooth left in his head. 

• Owned a distillery. (Now that’s where the dogs 

names come in!). 

• And last we all know Little Georgie did not chop down 

a cherry tree..... It was an apple tree... just kidding... 

Thomas Jefferson is no doubt one of my favorite historical 

figures. He did it all: author of the Declaration of 

Independence, President, Ambassador to France, farmer, 

and gardener, to name just a few. He had his flaws (due to 

being a slave owner), but that’s a subject for another day. 

Here’s some unique things about curious and fun loving 

Mr. Jefferson. 

• Loved technology and would have loved a computer. 

• A true Bookworm with 6,487 books in his library. 

• First to bring vanilla ice cream recipe from France to 

the colonies. 

• Kept mockingbirds and favorite named Dick. 

• Spoke French, German, Italian, Greek and Old English. 

• Most proud of? Author of the Declaration of 

Independence. 

Berkley Plantation: Charles City, Va. The name Berkley 

was named after a Company in England. It’s biggest claim 

to fame was it was where the first official Thanksgiving 

was held in America in 1619. Wait......What??? First 

Thanksgiving in America???? What happen to the Pilgrims, 

Native Indians and turkey? Thirty-eight British soldiers 

landed Dec. 4, 1619 a year and seventeen days prior to the 

famous Plymouth Rock gang. History says oysters and ham 

were on the first Thanksgiving menu. Since 1958 Berkley 

Plantation celebrates Virginia’s Thanksgiving Festival the 

first Sunday in November. Skeptical are you?? Google it 

and read their whole history. 

Another awesome history fact: in July 1862 U.S. General 

Daniel Butterfield’s brigade was camped at Harrison 

Landing (now Berkley Plantation) and decided that the 

bugle call called “Tattoo” which meant to “”distinguish 

lights” should be more soothing in the evening hours. 

He reconstructed the bugle call and had Private Oliver 

Wilcox Norton play it for the boys. More buglers started 

also to play the 24 -note tune. Even the Confederates took 

to the evening call. There is today a monument 

commemorating the “Taps” site there and inside their 

museum is the original bugle that played Taps. Last the 

name Harrison Landing is also the birthplace of Benjamin 

Harrison signer of the Declaration of Independence , 

William Henry Harrison our 9th President and home of 

Benjamin Harrison our 23rd President. So worth visiting... 

Boston ( a sweet town literally) had a “boatload” of 

history: 

Stayed in the most unique townhouse I ever seen. Mark 

and Jimmy’s home was featured in a Boston magazine. 

Yeah it was all that and more!! 
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Cathedral Directories is publishing our annual 

member directory and is looking for advertisers in 

support of this publication. If you would be interested 

in advertising this year or would like more 

information please contact Tracy Harris at Cathedral 

Directories at 248-632-1041. 

Snow Birds 
Please let the church office know if you are 

leaving town for the winter. We would love to 

stay in contact with you while you’re away. Call 

248-684-2805 or email lnathan@milfordpc.org 

with your winter address and phone. 

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4  
Went to the famous Omni Parker Hotel to have their 

original Parker Rolls (remember those?) and Boston Creme 

Pie. A must go to place when visiting Boston. 

January 1919, two million gallons of molasses burst and 

released a giant hot syrupy wave through Boston’s North 

End. 21 people and several horses were killed. Hundreds 

were injured. Still see the dark stains on the buildings. 

The 92,000 pounds of tea dumped overboard in Boston 

Harbor could fill 18.5 million teabags. Got to sample all 

the  teas that went over. One tasted just like smokey, 

charred wood. Not a fan. 

Illegal to take a bath without a prescription. Google is not 

sharing why. 

This one would make you move out of Boston clippity-

clop: 

Boston could not celebrate Christmas between 1659-1681. 

It was against the law due to Pilgrims believed it to be a 

corrupted holiday. (Wonder what they thought of 

Halloween?) 

March 18, 1990, two thieves dressed as policemen stole 

12 paintings worth $500 million from the Isabella Stewart 

Gardener museum making it the biggest art heist to date. 

Well, hope you might have gotten a few chuckles or 

learned something that will help you in a trivia 

tournament someday. 

Isn’t history fun? 

   Sandi Muirhead 

   MPC Historian 
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Get Involved 
Sunday School Teachers Needed 
If you are interested in getting kids excited about building their 

faith, we need you as a teacher in Sunday School! We are 

looking for a preschool teacher (12-week commitment), a K-2 

teacher (once-a-month commitment), and a 3-5 teacher (once-

a-month commitment). You will need to complete a Volunteer 

Application and a Background Check. If you are interested, 

please contact Kelly Carey @ kcarey@milfordpc.org or at (248) 

240-2101.  

Everyone Eats 
On Wednesday, July 24, our wonderful volunteers, Dan 

Lafferty, Dianne Speier, Fred Speier, Debi Parrett, Mike Nave, 

Leslie Nave, Nathan Strnad, Madeline Colone, and Sandi 

Muirhead ventured to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  They 

served 105 meals of meatballs and gravy over Rotini, roll with 

butter, ambrosia, ice cream bars, snack bags of hard candy, and 

punch. 

On Wednesday, August 28, our great volunteers Lee 

Vandenbussche, Nellie Corey, Dan Lafferty, Gayle Lafferty,  

Chuck Cardinale, Betsy Cardinale, Leslie Nave, Mike Nave and 

Sandi Muirhead ventured to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  

They served 110 meals of pork and beans with smoked 

sausage, cornbread with butter, individual packages of potato 

chips, watermelon, snack bags of hard candy and punch. 

Drive and/or Volunteer for Everyone Eats (E1E) 

We welcome drivers and helpers to travel with us the fourth 

Wednesday of each month (September 25, October 23, and 

November 27) to “Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in 

Detroit. We meet at MPC at 9:30 am to load the food and then 

carpool to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. We invite you to 

sign up for a week and join in this wonderful experience. A sign-

up sheet is on the church office window. 

Can’t Drive or Go to E1E? Here are a few ways you 
can help: 
Donations of individually wrapped hard candies are needed 

each month. Place in church office and mark the bag “for E1E”. 

Put together snack bags of hard candies for E1E clients and/or 

wrap plastic silverware and a napkin with a secure band during 

Coffee Hour the Sunday before our meal serving dates (August 

25, September 22, October 20 and November24). Bring your 

coffee and come sit with us at a table in Fellowship Hall to 

assemble the candy bags and silverware. 

If you are able to help or have questions contact Virginia 

Mantela at vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168. 

During the month of October we will be collecting new cold 

weather socks for men, women, and children at “Everyone 

Eats”. 

Donate New Clothing, etc. for Local 
Distribution 
Listed below are items needed by children and their families 

(clients of Community Sharing). When you are out shopping, 

watch for items on sale and set them aside to put into a bin 

labeled “New Clothing for Community Sharing” that will be 

placed in Fellowship Hall during the month of September. The 

donated items will be delivered to CS in early October to be 

placed in their clothing pantry for distribution to clients. 

• New underwear and socks for children, women and men  

• New fall/winter clothing for children ages 12 months and 

up  

• New fall/winter clothing for women, men, all sizes 

including 1X, 2X & 3X 

• Sanitary products/supplies for women and teen girls 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available here 

at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. Barb 

Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in Classroom 224. 

Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in Classroom 224. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in Classroom 224. Jan Keef 

(248) 685-8738 
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This ‘n’ That 

Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in honor 

or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a special event, 

forms are located in the narthex. You can also complete the 

form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate family 

in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are interested in more 

information, contact Hanne Bishop (248-882-4415 | 

hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Retirement Giving Option 
If you must take a “Required Minimum Distribution” (RMD) 

from your retirement plan, you might want to consider 

making a “Qualified Charitable Contribution” directly from 

the plan.  With the tax change this year, it may be more 

advantageous than in the past. Check with your tax preparer. 

Community Notes 

Thank You! 
Thank You For All The Cereal for Community Sharing 

The MPC Mission Committee encourages members to 

continue donating 11-15 oz. boxes of name brand cereal 

for Community Sharing each month.  There is a bin in 

front of the church office to collect cereal and other 

food items. Community Sharing is very thankful for the 

boxes of cereal donated by MPC, AKA: Community 

Sharing’s Cereal Church. MPC collected 150 boxes of 

cereal during the months of July and August. 

Kitchen Thank You 

To all who helped in the kitchen with the VBS dinners, 

cleaned, bought food, cooked, served, cleaned up. You 

are all wonderful people. 

Also, thanks to someone for bringing a bag of ball point 

pens. You are wonderful. 

 Chef Neff  

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Chris Beebee, 

Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry 

Cepuran, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Tom Neff, 

Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, Joanne Hansen, Dave Matejko, 

Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy Cole, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Pat 

Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda Garrity, 

Marlene Neff, Bob Neff, Tina Talbot, Bill Watkins, Jerry Breen, 

Avery Nagelkirk, Mary Fishell, Butch Maxwell, Don Hart, 

Patrick Gazley & Amanda Gilcrest & their baby, Everly and all 

military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Dawson Innis 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 
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Everyone Eats 

Dates to Remember 

mailto:banderson@milfordpc.org
mailto:kingb@milfordpc.org
mailto:kingb@milfordpc.org

