
Maybe you saw the picture. It was 
taken by an Associated Press 
photographer and spread through 
the media like wildfire. It is a picture 
of a father—Óscar Alberto Martínez 
Ramírez—and his 23-month-old 
daughter Valeria. They are dead, 
face-down in the water on the 
riverbank of the Rio Grande. Valeria 
is wrapped in her father’s t-shirt, her 
arm extended around his neck. They 
died in their attempt to cross into 
the United States to seek asylum. It 
is a devastating sight. 

If you haven’t seen the picture, I 
suspect you have heard news reports 
of conditions in border facilities 
where asylum-seeking migrants are 
being held. There are cells so full of 
people that there is not room to sit, 
much less to lie down. There are 
children wearing the same vomit- 
and mucus-stained clothing they 
arrived in. There are infants without 
diapers being cared for by children 
younger than ten. Detainees do not 
have soap, toothbrushes, and some 
reports indicate that there is 
insufficient access to drinking water. 
Facilities designed to hold migrants 
for hours are now being used to 
house them for days, even weeks. 

It goes without saying that this is a 
very touchy subject in our nation 
today. Immigration at our southern 

border has been highly politicized for 
as long as I can remember. It has 
become an item of special focus for 
the current president and an item of 
special outrage for his political 
opponents. Many feel that our 
border is too porous and our 
immigration system too lax. Others 
believe that our treatment of 
migrants and those living in the 
United States without proper 
documentation is unfair and 
inhumane. It is not my purpose here 
to wade into that debate. 

I have been burdened these last few 
weeks as news reports have trickled 
out about how detainees—the 
children, in particular—are being 
treated. But I don’t have very much 
to say, apart from expressing my 
own personal struggle with the 
ugliness of this moment. My purpose 
in addressing this issue here in the 
newsletter is to share with you some 
Christian voices who do have 
something to say and, I should add, 
the right to say it. 

Christianity Today is the most widely 
circulated Christian magazine in our 
country and it hews closely to 
mainstream evangelicalism (which 
tends to align with the Republican 
party on questions of public policy). 
One of their reporters, feeling 
overwhelmed by the situation at the 

border, recently asked six evangelical 
leaders who live and work along the 
U.S.-Mexico border to help give 
voice to the dismay that many 
Christians—liberal and 
conservative—are experiencing as 
we witness these current events. 
Through lament—prayers of anguish, 
sorrow, and outrage—these voices 
helped me find the language to 
express the burdens of my own 
heart. 

Among these leaders is one you 
might know, Max Lucado. He writes, 

We want to look away. But let’s not. 
Let’s not turn away. Let’s not return 
too quickly to our summer activities. 
Let’s let these reports and images 
prompt the deepest form of prayer. 
Let’s groan. The groan is the 
vernacular of pain; the chosen tongue 
of despair. When there are no words, 
these are the words. When prayer 
won’t come, these will have to do. 

I commend the article to you (http://
bit.ly/2LbVKxz). And I ask you to join 
me in praying for these who are 
suffering in our own country. 

In Christ, 
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Youth 

Music 

Triennium 
July 16-20 

July 16 through 20 is Triennium at Purdue University. Bob 

Parrett and Marcus LaPratt will join four of our church 

youth group members at this special Presbyterian youth 

retreat. Please pray for this group as they experience 

God’s love through worship, study, and a whole lot of fun! 

Parking Lot Fundraiser 
Members of our youth group continue to host a parking 

lot fundraiser at the Czapski’s parking lot on Thursday 

evenings during Milford’s Central Park concerts. Any 

donations made by people who park there go to support 

youth group programming at our church. 

Youth Ushers Needed 
Two youth group members are needed to help with 

ushering during Sunday, August 4th morning service. If 

your youth group child is able to volunteer, please contact 

Marcus. 

Remind 
Any youth group member or parent of a youth should 

consider signing up for remind notifications. This is a 

convenient tool that we regularly used to communicate 

youth group news and updates with youth and their 

parents. Please contact Marcus for details if you’re not 

already signed up to use this free service. 

 

Hymn Sing 
A Hymn Sing will continue throughout the summer season 

to open up each of our services. If you have a favorite hymn 

you’d like to have included during this time, please contact 

Marcus. 

Special Music 
Special Music will continue to be provided by solo and 

ensemble groups throughout July and August. Thank you to 

those who’ve already shared during this time of our weekly 

services. 

Worship at MUMC 
Sunday, August 11 

On Sunday, August 11, members of our chancel choir will 

join the choir at Milford United Methodist. We will be 

worshiping together at their church that morning. Members 

of our choir will meet at their church at 9:30 a.m. to 

rehearse that service’s anthem. Our choir members will not 

need to bring their choir robes. 
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Events & Activities 

 Quarter Ended June 30, 2019 

  Actual  

OPERATING INCOME  $93,633  

OPERATING  EXPENSES  $94,957  

NET OPERATING LOSS            ($ 1,324)  

NET CAPITAL EXPENDITURES ($ 4,754) 

NET LOSS ($ 6,078)  

From the Treasurer 

To Mars and Beyond!!! 
July 21-24 & 26 

What: VBS 2019—To Mars and Beyond 

When: July 21-24 & 26 

Who: Preschool - 4th grade students 

Time: 5:15pm (dinner) followed by VBS from 6-8pm 

Location: Milford Presbyterian Church 

Please feel free to spread the word to your family and 

friends! 

Registration is open for VBS 2019! Please visit the 

following link to register your children for VBS this 

summer: 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/milfordpc 

The program is free but we do need to know how many 

kids are planning on attending. 

CDs of VBS music and t-shirts can be purchased for $5. 

In order to make this program successful for our 

children, we need your help. If you are interested in 

volunteering for this year’s VBS program, please contact 

Kelly Carey at (248) 240-2101 or via email at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

VBS Work Sessions 

There will be work sessions for VBS on Wednesday, July 

17 (6pm to 8pm), Friday, July 19 (6pm to 9pm), and 

Saturday, July 20 (10am to 4pm). We will also need 

some assistance on Sunday, July 21 (12pm to 4pm). 

Contact Kelly Carey at (248) 240-2101 or 

kcarey@milfordpc.org for more information. 

In addition to the above, we need volunteers to help 

clean the church kitchen before VBS begins. We will be 

meeting on Saturday, July 20, at 9am. All helpers will be 

appreciated. Please bring buckets and rags. If you have 

any questions, contact Leslie Nave at (248)660-7791 or 

lesnave@aol.com. 

Blood Drive 
Monday, October 7 

Mark your calendars. Our fall blood drive will be held in 

Fellowship Hall on Monday, October 7. Look for sign-up 

information in future newsletters. 

MPC Ladies Movie Club 
Returning in October 

Due to current limited meeting space, we have decided 

to suspend the Ladies Movie Club until October. Watch 

for updates on a new viewing location. 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/milfordpc
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Get Involved 
Everyone Eats 
On Wednesday, May 22, super volunteers, Dan Lafferty, 

Gayle Lafferty, Cheryl Perrine, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, 

Mike Nave, Leslie Nave, and Sandi Muirhead ventured to 

Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  They served 90 meals of 

pork and beans with smoked sausage cornbread with 

butter, individually packages of potato chips, snack bags 

of hard candy, and punch.  

On Wednesday May 29, great volunteers, Dan Lafferty, 

Gayle Lafferty, Carol Smith, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, 

Chuck Cardinale, Betsy Cardinale, Tom Combs, and Sandi 

Muirhead traveled to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  

They served 100 meals of meatballs and gravy over rotini 

pasta, roll and butter, ambrosia, hard candy and punch. 

On Wednesday, June 26, our wonderful volunteers, Dan 

Lafferty, Gayle Lafferty, Cheryl Perrine, Bob Parrett, Debi 

Parrett, Mike Nave, Leslie Nave, Betsy Cardinale, and 

Sandi Muirhead journeyed to Spirit of Hope Church in 

Detroit. They served 110 meals of pork and beans with 

smoked sausage, cornbread with butter, individual bags 

of Fritos, fruit cocktail, snack bags of hard candy, ice 

cream sandwiches, and punch.  

Drive and/or Volunteer for Everyone Eats (E1E) 

We welcome drivers and helpers to travel with us the 

fourth Wednesday of each month (July 24, August 28, 

September 25, October 23, and November 27) to 

“Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. We 

meet at MPC at 9:30 am to load the food and then 

carpool to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  We invite you 

to sign up for a week and join in this wonderful 

experience. A sign-up sheet is on the church office 

window. 

Can’t Drive or Go to E1E?  Here are a few ways you 
can help: 
Donations of individually wrapped hard candies are 

needed each month. Place in church office and mark the 

bag “for E1E”. 

Put together snack bags of hard candies for E1E clients. 

during Coffee Hour the Sunday before our meal serving 

dates (July 21, August 25, September 22, October 20 and 

November24). Bring your coffee and come sit with us at a 

table in Fellowship Hall to assemble the candy bags. 

Wrap plastic silverware and a napkin with a secure band.  

We will assemble and wrap during Coffee Hour the 

Sundays before our meal serving dates (July 21, August 

25, September 22, October 20 and November24). Bring 

your coffee and come sit with us at a table in Fellowship 

Hall to assemble the candy bags and/or wrap silverware. 

If you are able to help or have questions contact Virginia 

Mantela at vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168. 

Donate New Clothing, etc. for Local 
Distribution 
Listed below are items needed by children and their 

families (clients of Community Sharing). When you shop 

this summer, watch for items on sale and set them aside 

to put into a bin that will be placed in Fellowship Hall in 

September. The donated items will be delivered to CS in 

early October to be placed in their clothing pantry for 

distribution to clients. 

• New underwear and socks for children, women and 

men  

• New fall/winter clothing for children ages 12 

months and up  

• New fall/winter clothing for women, men, all sizes 

including 1X, 2X & 3X 

• Sanitary supplies for women and teen girls 
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This ‘n’ That 

Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in honor 

or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a special event, 

forms are located in the narthex. You can also complete the 

form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate family 

in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are interested in more 

information, contact Hanne Bishop (248-882-4415 | 

hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Retirement Giving Option 
If you must take a “Required Minimum Distribution” (RMD) 

from your retirement plan, you might want to consider 

making a “Qualified Charitable Contribution” directly from 

the plan.  With the tax change this year, it may be more 

advantageous than in the past. Check with your tax preparer. 

Community Notes 

Thank You! 
Thank You For All of The Cereal for Community Sharing 

The MPC Mission Committee encourages members to 

continue donating 11-15 oz. boxes of name brand cereal for 

Community Sharing each month. There is a bin in front of the 

church office to collect cereal and other food items. 

Community Sharing is very thankful for the boxes of cereal 

donated by MPC, AKA: Community Sharing’s Cereal Church. 

MPC collected 141 boxes of cereal during the months of May 

and June. 

Dear Congregation: 

Just a note to thank everyone for the cards, concerns and of 

course, the meals I received once everyone heard of my 

recent serious fall. I am still not weight bearing (tap dancing is 

not in my near future to say the least!) but the bones are 

reportedly staying where placed by the surgeons. We’re at 

biweekly checks and I’m advised that “yes, one day I will 

wake up and realize that I slept all night with no pain.” 

Prayers are always welcomed. 

Thanks again. 

 Nancy C. Nawrocki 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Chris Beebee, 

Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry 

Cepuran, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Tom Neff, 

Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, Joanne Hansen, Dave Matejko, 

Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy Cole, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Pat 

Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda Garrity, 

Marlene Neff, Bob Neff, Tina Talbot, Bill Watkins, Jerry Breen, 

Avery Nagelkirk, Mary Fishell, Butch Maxwell, Don Hart, 

Patrick Gazley & Amanda Gilcrest and all military personnel 

of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Dawson Innis 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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Return Service Requested 
Time Value 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

July 17, 19, 20, 21 
VBS Work Sessions 

July 21-24 & 26 
Vacation Bible School 

July 24 
Everyone Eats 

August 11 
Worship at Milford United Methodist Church 

August 25 
Everyone Eats 

Dates to Remember 
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