
Please pardon our dust. 

The first two weeks of construction 
at church have involved no 
“construction” at all. Quite the 
opposite, in fact. There has been non
-stop demolition since the work 
began on Monday, April 15. The 
large dumpster that the work crew 
has on-site is located on Liberty 
Street just outside my office, so as I 
sit at my desk I see load after load of 
debris being wheeled or carried to 
that massive receptacle. 

I am struck by the fact that 
demolition is not an easy job. In 
addition to being physically 
demanding, it also requires careful 
thought and a clear knowledge of 
the structure being dismantled and 
the materials of which it is 
comprised. You can’t just charge 
through the building with hard hat 
on and sledge hammer swinging. For 
one thing, the integrity of the 
building as a whole could easily be 
compromised by a few errant blows. 
For another, parts of the structure 
must be preserved in order to 
accommodate the changes that are 
coming. Nevertheless, the banging, 
cutting, pulling, and breaking are 
necessary ingredients in the 
transformation of our 120-year-old 
building.

The Parlor is a good example. This 
space has been in use in our church 
for decades. Lately, it functions 
exclusively as a meeting space, 
though I am told that at one time it 
was used for coffee hour after 
worship. Over time we have grown 
familiar with this space as a 
comfortable and intimate part of our 
beautiful, historic building. We know 
how to use this space and we know 
the kinds of gatherings that it makes 
possible for us. But what we don’t 
know—and what we can’t see as we 
look at the space—is what it might 
be keeping us from doing, or how it 
might be limiting the ways that our 
building can serve our ministry. 

Changing a much-beloved building is 
a lot like trying to change our hearts. 
The structure of our hearts is built 
slowly over time, and the space 
becomes familiar to us. We know 
how to use it, we know what it’s 
capable of (and what it isn’t capable 
of). And once we’re comfortable, we 
don’t want to rearrange furniture, 
much less tear down walls. But what 
we don’t know is what the current 
state of our heart might be keeping 
us from doing, or how it might be 
limiting the ways that God can use 
us. And just like renovating a  

building, personal change requires 
care—we don’t want someone 
coming in and smashing up the 
place. 

But what is true in both cases is that 
it is far easier to see (and cling to) 
the present and the past than it is to 
open ourselves (and our building) to 
the future, especially when that 
means tearing things down to make 
room for something entirely new. 
The work I’m watching take place in 
our building right now is the same 
work that God is doing in each of us: 
remodeling our hearts little by little, 
opening us up to make us each day 
more ready and willing to love our 
neighbor and to offer our lives to the 
service of God’s kingdom. 

This work takes time. And it creates a 
LOT of dust. But in the end, it’s 
worth it. 

 In Christ, 
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Youth 

Music 

Confirmation Update 
On May 11, six MPC Youth will be presented to members 

of Session for consideration of full MPC membership. The 

process for completing confirmation at MPC changed a bit 

this year. In addition to following the PCUSA confirmation 

curriculum, the confirmands were given a set of 

expectations to complete during the process. Each was 

asked to: 

• Attend six confirmation classes 

• Participate in a Sunday morning service either by: 

serving as lay leader, preparing and running slides, or 

singing with the choir (including that Sunday’s choral 

anthem) 

• Attend a meeting of one of the MPC committees: 

Session, Christian Ed, Personnel and Policy, Finance 

and Facilities, Worship, etc. 

• Complete a confirmation journal 

• Learn The Lord’s Prayer 

• Learn The Apostle’s Creed 

• Write a personal Statement of Faith 

The classes included discussions on topics such as mercy, 

grace, covenant, love, gratitude, thanksgiving, prayer. We 

read scripture passages together, watched contemplative 

videos, asked questions, challenged one another, and 

grew to know one another better. 

It is my hope that we will not only welcome, congratulate, 

and encourage these six Youth, but that we, as an MPC 

family set an expectation that each will find a way to be 

actively a part of our community of God’s love. There is a 

place for everyone to actively participate in the life of our 

church. And though these future MPC members may be 

younger than most, that does not mean that they have 

less to offer. When you see Lily, Grace, Jordyn, Sam, Ryan, 

and Clayton, please greet them by asking them about their 

confirmation process. I am proud of the commitment that 

each of these six Youth has shown. Our family continues 

to Give, Grow, and Build! 

Sunday Evenings 
Youth Group will meet on the following Sunday evenings 

(6-8PM) in May: 5 and 19. Volunteers are needed to 

prepare and serve a dinner to our Youth on these dates. 

All expenses are reimbursable. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact Marcus. 

 

Music Sunday 
May 19 

On Sunday, May 19th, we will celebrate MUSIC SUNDAY 

during our morning worship service. We are fortunate to 

have so many talented people at MPC who have 

inspirational musical gifts. May 19th is a date when we can 

highlight some of those and celebrate God’s gift of music. 

The service will include a special song by the “Hexatonix” (a 

new vocal music group) as well as a special memorial tribute 

by the Westminster Handbell ensemble. 

Don’t miss this service of celebration on May 19! 
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Events & Activities 

Photo Directory 
May 9, 10 & 11 

It’s time to update our church photo directory. 

Lifetouch will be here on May 9, 10 & 11 for 

professional photography sessions. Visit 

photo.milfordpc.org to schedule your appointment. 

You will be able to view your images after your session 

and make your selections and your family will receive a 

free 8x10 of your favorite shot! 

Spring Work Day 
Saturday, May 18 

Help us clean up the outside of our building and plant 

flowers for spring and summer. Coffee and 

refreshments will be provided. 

Brunch 
Sunday, May 19 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association.  Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

To Mars and Beyond!!! 
July 21-24 & 26 

What: VBS 2019—To Mars and 

Beyond 

When: July 21-24 & 26 

Who: Preschool - 4th grade 

students 

Time: 5:15pm (dinner) followed by VBS from 6-8pm 

Location: Milford Presbyterian Church 

Please feel free to spread the word to your family and 

friends! 

Registration is open for VBS 2019! Please visit the 

following link to register your children for VBS this 

summer: 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/milfordpc 

The program is free but we do need to know how many 

kids are planning on attending. 

CDs of VBS music and t-shirts can be purchased for $5 

each beginning in June. 

In order to make this program successful for our 

children, we need your help. If you are interested in 

volunteering for this year’s VBS program, please contact 

Kelly Carey at (248) 240-2101 or via email at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

MPC Church Ladies Movie Club 
Returning in October 

Due to current limited meeting space, we have decided 

to suspend the Ladies Movie Club until October. Watch 

for updates on a new viewing location. 

https://tmab.cokesburyvbs.com/milfordpc
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This ‘n’ That 

Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

(248-882-4415 | hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Retirement Giving Option 
If you must take a “Required Minimum 

Distribution” (RMD) from your retirement plan, you 

might want to consider making a “Qualified Charitable 

Contribution” directly from the plan.  With the tax 

change this year, it may be more advantageous than in 

the past. Check with your tax preparer. 

Get Involved 
Everyone Eats Needs You 
Drivers and Volunteers Needed 
We need drivers and helpers to travel with us the fourth 

Wednesday of each month (May 22 & 29, June 26, July 

24, August 28, September 25, October 23, November 27) 

to “Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  

We meet at the church at 9:30 am to load the food and 

then carpool to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. We 

invite you to sign up for a week and join in this wonderful 

experience. A sign-up sheet is on the church office 

window. 

Cookies to Candy 
We discovered that E1E clients often receive cookies from 

other sources. Therefore, we will not be needing cookies 

in future months. Instead we plan to put together snack 

bags of hard candies for clients.  Individually wrapped 

hard candies are welcome donations each month.  If you 

are able to help or have questions contact Virginia 

Mantela at vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168. 

Community Sharing 
Community Sharing is very thankful for the boxes of 

cereal donated by MPC, AKA: Community Sharing’s Cereal 

Church. We collected 100 boxes of cereal during the 

month of April.  They tell us the families and especially 

the children welcome the popular sugar cereals that they 

don’t usually get over the usual Rice Krispies or Cheerios. 

The MPC Mission Committee encourages members to 

continue donating 11-15 oz. boxes of name brand cereal 

for Community Sharing each month.  There is a bin in 

Fellowship Hall to collect cereal and other food items. 

Sugar Cereal Is OK! 
Virginia Mantela and I were asked to come to Community 

Sharing to have our picture taken with the Cereal Shelves 

for their Facebook page. 

We noticed there were many boxes of Cheerios and off 

brand Rice Krispies on the shelves. They said because all 

the sugar cereal goes first. The children get so excited 

when they see a BRAND name sugar cereal they can take 

home. So we are just “suggesting” to purchase any 

BRAND name sugar cereal. The kids and  moms will love 

you for it. Cereal is costly and remember a pop tart, 

doughnut or pancake probably had more sugar in it then 

cereal. There are many boxes of “non-sugar” cereals to 

choose from if that be the case. CS is so excited that we 

are going to keep this adventure going. It’s a no brainer 

and kids will have a fun breakfast thanks to MPC 

Members. 

 Sandi Muirhead 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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Community Notes 

Thank You! 
Everyone Eats Thank You 

On Wednesday, April 24, our wonderful volunteers, 

Cheryl Perrine, Tom Combs, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, 

Mike Nave, Leslie Nave, and Sandi Muirhead ventured 

to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  They served 115 

meals of meatballs with gravy over pasta, roll with 

butter, mandarin oranges, cookies, and punch.  We 

offer special thanks to all those who provided the 

yummy cookies for dessert.

Thank You from Rebuilding Together Southeast 

Michigan 

Rebuilding Together Southeast Michigan sends special 

thanks to all the volunteers who worked to help make 

repairs, paint, etc. at the home MPC was assigned on 

Saturday, April 27.  The home owner is very grateful for 

all their efforts and care.  

 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Chris Beebee, 

Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry 

Cepuran, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Chelsea 

Heron, Tom Neff, Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, Joanne 

Hansen, Dave Matejko, Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy Cole, 

Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Sherry Watkins, Carrie Adcock, Pat 

Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda Garrity, 

Doris Finley, Marlene Neff, Bob Neff, Tina Talbot, Bill Watkins 

and all military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Dawson Innis (Marine Corps basic training) 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC. 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738. 
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Time Value 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

May 9, 10, 11 
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May 18 
Spring Work Day 

May 19 
Music Sunday 
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