
It’s time for an update. 

Maybe the recent silence on the subject 
of the Rise Up campaign and future 
construction seems jarring after such 
focused and intense communication for 
the weeks leading up to our 
commitment on December 9 last year. 
This quiet phase belies all the work that 
has been going on behind the scenes in 
the weeks since commitment. We have 
wanted to be sure that we can give firm 
expectations of what is to come. And 
now we can. 

Construction 
We are thrilled to be able to announce 
that our current target for beginning 
our renovations is early May. The timing 
of construction has been a big question 
for all of us as we have transitioned out 
of the commitment phase and into the 
fulfillment phase of the Rise Up 
campaign. We want to be careful not to 
incur unnecessary debt just to hasten 
construction, but we are also eager to 
see the transformation of our building 
that we have been imagining for more 
than a year now. 

Spring-Summer construction will be 
perfect timing for us. The dust and 
disturbance that are sure to dominate 
for a short time will not interfere with 
our Easter celebration and will be 
complete (or very nearly complete) in 
time for us to host Vacation Bible 
School in our facility (for the first time 
in recent memory) in late July. 

We have also made some minor 

adjustments to the lower level floor 
plan, so be sure to stop by the display 
boards in the hallway and look them 
over. 

Financing 
Our Finance & Facilities Committee has 
worked overtime to look at the 
significant decisions that are ahead of 
us and to develop a variety of scenarios 
that have helped the session determine 
the best financial strategy for 
construction and the property 
purchase. We are also incredibly 
fortunate to have the Presbyterian 
Investment and Loan Program (PILP) as 
an ally through this process, offering 
below-market rates and flexible 
financing options. We have made 
arrangements to borrow only what is 
necessary in order to ensure adequate 
cash flow during construction and to 
meet our principal payment obligations 
on the property. At the appropriate 
time, the focus of our borrowing will 
shift from our short-term needs to 
longer-term debt service, even as the 
property moves closer to paying for 
itself from month to month. 

Fulfillment 
More good news here. In December, we 
received campaign pledges in excess of 
$650,000—an exciting demonstration 
of commitment and generosity. And as 
pledge fulfillment has begun, we have 
already received in excess of $200,000. 
More than any other factor, the early 
fulfillment of pledges has allowed us to 
contemplate an earlier time frame for 

renovations. 

What’s Next? 
Your generous pledges to the Rise Up 
campaign have brought us to this point, 
and your faithfulness in fulfilling those 
pledges will get us across the finish line. 
Whether it’s better for you to make 
your Rise Up contribution all at once or 
in smaller installments over the course 
of three years, every contribution 
makes a noticeable difference and 
strengthens our ministry and life 
together. If you have questions about 
how to make your Rise Up 
contributions, please visit 
milfordpc.org/rise-up. If you have not 
made a commitment to the campaign 
but would still like to do so, it’s never 
too late. Visit mygift.milfordpc.org to 
make a pledge. 

That’s all for now, but you’ll hear more 
about this project in the weeks to 
come. You can always talk to me, a 
member of session, or a member of the 
Rise Up campaign team (look for the 
Rise Up sticker on their name tags) if 
you have any concerns or questions 
along the way. 

Thank you for your part in this exciting 
process. 

 In Christ, 

 

Milford Presbyterian Church 
238 North Main Street, Milford, Michigan 48381 

www.milfordpc.org 

APRIL 2019 

T H E  M I L F O R D  

From the Pastor 
messenger 



April 2019 | Page 2 

The Milford Messenger 

 

Youth 

Music 

Upcoming Youth Group events include visit to Howell 

Nature Center, Spirit of Hope Garden Service Project, 

Youth Takeover Service in June, and Triennium at Purdue!  

Confirmands Update 
Six of our MPC Youth have been in Confirmation Classes 

since early 2019. This year, the six Confirmands have been 

requested to actively participate in a Sunday service. They 

could choose to either prepare and run the overhead 

slides, sing one week with the adult choir, or serve as lay 

leader. During the month of April, three of these Youth 

will serve as Lay Leader. One has already helped run the 

slides. When you see these Youth, please introduce 

yourself. Encourage them. Ask them about their 

confirmation process experience. Their names, photos, 

and bios can be seen on the bulletin board near 

Fellowship Hall. 

Sunday Evenings 
Youth Group will meet on the following Sunday evenings 

(6-8PM) in April: 14 and 28. Volunteers are needed to 

prepare and serve a dinner to our Youth on these dates. 

All expenses are reimbursable. If you are interested in 

volunteering, please contact Marcus. 

Triennium 
July 16-20 

TRIENNIUM is coming in July! This special event is held 

every three years at Purdue. Youth entering 9th grade 

through graduating seniors are invited to attend this 

special five-day Presbyterian Youth retreat. Parents of 

MPC Youth of these grades should encourage their 

children to attend this event July 16-20. The cost is $645 

per youth. But we are asking each youth to pay just one-

third of that ($214). One-third will be fund-raised from the 

Youth Group. And the other third will be paid by MPC. The 

$214 amount should be paid to "Milford Presbyterian" by 

April 14. Two MPC adults will be attending. We hope to 

send at least five MPC Youth. We will travel together with 

other Youth and chaperones from the Detroit Presbytery. 

For more information, contact Marcus. You can also visit 

https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org. 

New Safety Policy 
Session recently approved a new Child and Youth Safety 

Policy. Copies can be found in the Nursery, the Kids Choir 

Room, and posted outside the Youth Room. 

Thank You! 
Thank you to Natalie Carey and Mackenzie Collins for 

sharing their musical gifts with the Chancel Choir and the 

Congregation in March! 

Kids Choir 
Kids Choir rehearses in the new Kids Choir room each 

Sunday from 9:15-9:45AM. During that time, parents are 

invited to relax in Fellowship Hall (or join the Chancel 

Choir!). Kids Choir will sing during the 11AM service on 

Easter Sunday, April 21. 

Chancel Choir 
The Chancel Choir rehearses Wednesdays from 7:30-9PM. 

Choir sings each Sunday through mid June. The choir will 

sing at the MPC evening Maundy Thursday service on April 

18. The choir will join Milford UMC and St. George's Choirs 

at St. George's on Good Friday, April 19 (12PM rehearsal), 

1PM service. The Chancel Choir will sing at both 9AM and 

11AM services on Easter Sunday. 

Westminster Handbells 
Westminster Handbells continue to rehearse on 

Wednesdays through April from 6:15-7:15PM in the Music 

Room. The Handbells will play during service on Palm 

Sunday. 
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A Look Back 
Sergeant Stubby 
A friend of mine handed me a book and said “You have to 

read this.” It was about a Boston Terrier/Pit Bull mix who was 

the most decorated war dog in WWI. I fell in love with the 

story and this mutt. It also warmed my heart due to looking a 

lot like my rescue grand-dog Layla, a Boxer/Pit Bull mix. She is 

the sweetest, gentlest, and most loving dog I have ever met. I 

was doubtful about this breed of dog, but I have never heard 

her bark unless someone scored a touchdown and she got 

caught up in the excitement. 

This will be the “stubby” version of Stubby’s story. 

Stubby was found hanging around the Yale athletic fields in 

1917. He must have had human contact before this since he 

had a docked tail. 

The United States entered the war and the 102nd Infantry 

Regiment was training at Yale. Everyone learned to love the 

stray mutt and nicknamed him Stubby due to no tail. Stubby 

loved all the attention and soup bones he could get. But 

Stubby had his eye on the prize: one Private Robert James 

Conroy. They became one. What ever Robert did, so did 

Stubby. Training drills, guard duty and even learned to march 

and do the “Right Face.” 

In the summer of 1917 the soldiers headed overseas. Conroy 

snuck Stubby under his coat as he walked up the plank onto 

the battleship Minnesota. A clerk hid him in the coal bin. He 

smuggled him off the boat the same way, with his buddies 

creating a diversion. But a commanding officer caught Conroy 

and Stubby. Before the Officer could punish Conroy, Stubby 

sat on his haunches, raised his right paw in salute and stared 

straight at him. The officer was so impressed with this 

military mutt he was named regiment mascot. 

When the men hit French soil it was a whole new world for 

them. They saw their first action in early 1918 and the 

trenches became their home. 

Stubby became not only the mascot. He had his duties too. 

He could smell mustard gas way before the men could and 

would bark the warning signal. Stubby was given a tailored 

mask made just for him. Being a shorty he could crawl under 

barbed wire and find wounded allied soldiers. He would stay 

with them until help arrived and comforted those young 

soldiers who didn’t make it off the field alive. He received his 

first metal for catching a German spy crawling toward their 

bunkers. Stubby sunk his canines deep in that enemy’s 

behind and didn’t let go until his 

buddies arrived. Also Stubby 

received the POW’s silver cross. It 

was said that any person captured 

must relinquish his metals. (This is 

all true. You can’t make this up.) 

Well, I’m just going by the Stubby 

books I read. 

The French ladies were so grateful 

for all Stubby’s feats they made him 

a handsome vest with French patches of each battle with 

braiding complete with his name. 

Stubby was once wounded and was put in the ambulance 

with his other wounded brothers-at-arms. He was stitched up 

and allowed while recovering to roam the hospital halls and 

cheer up the sick and wounded. 

Stubby saw combat in 17 battles and won many metals and 

awards. They were heroes before they hit American soil 

returning home. 

They met three Presidents, were given a metal from General 

Pershing, appeared in variety shows and many American 

Legion Halls. The YMCA gave him a lifetime membership 

complete with three bones a day and a place to stay. 

Conroy enrolled at Georgetown to study law and Stubby 

became the Hoyas football mascot. 

Stubby passed away in Conroy’s arms in 1926. In dog years he 

would have been 79 years old. His body is displayed at the 

American History Museum, Smithsonian Institute in D. C. I 

had the honor of seeing Stubby last month. 

A darling animated movie of Sergeant Stubby came out last 

year. It is a family movie and you will fall in love with this 

stray mutt/war hero. 

If you would like to hear Sergeant Stubby’s complete story, 

my friend Sue and I are taking it on the road. We will be 

visiting libraries, museums, senior centers, assisted living 

homes and veteran halls. As a bonus, with a look-alike Stubby 

my Layla, complete with a Stubby vest, patches, collar and 

bandana. Also for the men, WWI memorabilia. 

I will let you know where we will telling Stubby’s Story. 

    Sandi Muirhead  

    MPC Historian 
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Events & Activities 

Kids' Club: A fun-filled event just 
for kids! 
Sunday, April 14, 3:30-5:30 pm 

There will be music, games, and a special visit from 

some critters with amazing super powers from Howell 

Nature Center. This is for all children age 4 through 5th 

grade. 

Brunch 
Sunday, April 14 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association.  Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Rebuilding Together 
Saturday, April 27 

Rebuilding Together is a non-profit organization that 

brings communities together to provide free housing 

repair and neighborhood revitalization for low-income 

homeowners in Oakland County. On Saturday, April 27, 

we will gather with as many volunteers as we can 

muster to make a wide range of repairs to a home right 

here in our community. 

Keep April 27 clear on your calendar and make plans to 

spend the day transforming a home and the lives of 

those who live in it. There will be ways for everyone to 

help, regardless of your skill level. Visit milfordpc.org/

rebuild to register as a volunteer, and watch for more 

information in the next few weeks. 

MPC Church Ladies April Movie 
Club Rescheduled 
Monday, May 6, 6:30 pm 

The April 1st Movie Club has been rescheduled to 

Monday, May 6th. 

We will meet in the church parlor at 6:30 PM to watch 

the movie "Saving Sarah Cain". The story is about Sarah, 

a successful city girl who goes to Amish country for the 

untimely death of her sister. While attending the funeral 

she makes a discovery that will change her life forever, 

she is now the legal guardian to her sister's five Amish 

children. 

Please join us for a evening of entertainment, 

refreshments, and fellowship. 

For further questions contact Susan Linn at 248-310-

4493 or email SLinn465@aol.com. 

Photo Directory 
May 9, 10 & 11 

It’s time to update our church photo directory. 

Lifetouch will be here on May 9, 10 & 11 for 

professional photography sessions. Visit https://

booknow-lifetouch.appointment-plus.com/ypyhcncy/ 

to schedule your appointment. You will be able to view 

your images after your session and make your selections 

and your family will receive a free 8x10 of your favorite 

shot! 

To Mars and Beyond!!! 
July 21-24 & 26 

What: VBS 2019—To Mars and 

Beyond 

When: July 21-24 & 26 

Who: Preschool—4th grade students 

Time: 5:15pm (dinner) followed by 

VBS from 6-8pm 

Location: Milford Presbyterian Church 

Please feel free to spread the word to your family and 

friends! Registration will open on May 1. Watch for 

additional information in the May Newsletter. 

In order to make this program successful for our 

children, we need your help. If you are interested in 

volunteering for this year’s VBS program, please contact 

Kelly Carey at (248) 240-2101 or via email at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 
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Get Involved 
Easter Lilies 
Now through April 7, we are accepting 

orders for lilies to decorate our 

sanctuary on Easter Sunday. Visit 

milfordpc.org/lily or complete the 

bulletin insert and leave it with payment 

in the designated box located on the table outside of the 

chapel, to order. 

Blood Drive 
Monday, April 8, 1-7pm 

MPC has a Blood Drive scheduled for Monday, April 8, 

from 1pm to 7pm. Schedule your appointment at 

redcrossblood.org and enter sponsor code: milpresb, or 

call Barb Klein at 248-437-6192. 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
A Special Offering of the PC(USA) 

A gift to OGHS enables the church to share God’s love 

with our neighbors-in-need around the world by 

providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, 

provide food to the hungry, and helping to empower the 

poor and oppressed. Please consider making a gift as 

Easter approaches. 

Everyone Eats Needs You 
We invite you to join us as we prepare and serve lunch to 

clients at "Everyone Eats" at Spirit of Hope Church in 

Detroit. We need helpers to travel with us the fourth 

Wednesday of each month (April 24, May 22 & 29, June 

26, July 24, August 28, September 25, October 23, 

November 27).p We meet at the church at 9:30 am to 

load the food and then carpool to Spirit of Hope Church 

in Detroit. A sign-up sheet is on the church office 

windows. We discovered that E1E and their clients 

receive cookies from other sources. Therefore, we will 

not be needing cookies in future months. If you are able 

to help or have questions contact Virginia Mantela at 

vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168. 

 

Deacons Dedication 
During the month of March Sandy Trombley attended a 

Deacons meeting to lead a book discussion on the book 

“Don’t Sing Songs to a Heavy Heart: How to Relate to 

Those Who Are Suffering”. A great book to assist those 

who are contacting individuals and/or families going 

through a difficult time in their life. If you would like to 

read more, we are providing a copy of the book in the 

upstairs library. Check it out. 

Community Sharing 
Community Sharing is very thankful for the boxes of 

cereal donated by MPC, AKA: Community Sharing’s Cereal 

Church.  We collected over 84 boxes of cereal during the 

month of March.  Currently they have an abundance of 

different types of Cheerios and Rice Krispy cereals. So 

other types are needed. 

The MPC Mission Committee encourages members to 

continue donating 11-15 oz. boxes of name brand cereal 

for Community Sharing each month. Having some brand 

name cereals donated along with the usual generic ones 

provided by organizations such as Gleaners will provide a 

special treat as well as show our respect, dignity, and 

Christian love for their clients. Of course, other food 

items are always welcome as well. There is a bin both 

outside the church office and at the bottom of the stairs 

at the Liberty street entrance to collect cereal and other 

food items. 

Men’s Pants 
Thank you to all who donated Men’s pants, etc. over the 

past two months. On March 27 we took 50 pair of men’s 

pants, 13 shirts and some belts and ties to Everyone Eats. 

They were placed in the clothing area and many men 

were so happy to get needed pants and other items. 

Coffee Hosts Needed 
We need families or friends to host our Coffee Hour after 

worship. You would only need to come a little early and 

stay a little late every now and then. If you think you may 

be interested, contact Kathy Donn at 248-245-8037 or 

kathledon@aol.com. 
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In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Chris Beebee, 

Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry 

Cepuran, David Renny, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, 

Chelsea Heron, Tom Neff, Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, Joanne 

Hansen, Dave Matejko, Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy Cole, 

Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Sherry Watkins, Carrie Adcock, Pat 

Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda Garrity, 

Doris Finley, Marlene Neff, Bob Neff, Elsie Garner, Jeanne 

Koresky, Jerry Ganzel, Marilyn Burklund, Mary Sands and all 

military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Dawson Innis (Marine Corps basic training) 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC. 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738. 

Community Notes 

Worship 
Holy Week Services 
Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, April 18, 7:30pm 

This is the day that we remember Jesus’ last meal with 

his disciples before his betrayal and arrest. Our worship 

will close with a service of Tenebrae ("shadows"), in 

which we hear the story of Jesus' suffering and death as 

the sanctuary is darkened and stripped of color. 

Good Friday Service 
Friday, April 19, 1pm 

We gather at St. George's Episcopal Church to worship 

with our neighbors to remember the events of what we 

call "Good Friday"—the suffering and death of our Lord. 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday, April 21, 9:00 & 11:00am 

We celebrate the Resurrection of the Lord together with 

two services at special times. Please note that there is 

no 10:00 service on this day. The nursery will be 

available at both services, and Sunday school for all ages 

will take place during the 11:00 service. 

Annual Meeting 
Sunday, April 14, after worship 

We will conduct the business of our annual 

congregational meeting in Fellowship Hall over brunch. 
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Thank You! 
A Great Team 

A wonderful group of people gathered on March 23 to 

offer support and service for the family of David Burtch. 

Without the caring help of many, this would not have 

happened. A huge thank you and admiral salute goes to 

this great team: Bob and Pat Born, Judy Nelson, 

Roxanne Young, Sue Renouf, Joyce Herriman, Jerry and 

Virginia Mantela, Leslie Nave, Jack Baker, and Bruce and 

Nora Gilbert. These people worked tirelessly from 9:00 

til 4:00 by making desserts, setting up tables, serving 

food and cleaning up every corner of the kitchen 

afterwards. They were a great team with great love for 

their church family. Thanks so very much for all your 

time and effort to make this run smoothly. You were an 

awesome team!! 

 Judy Kleeves 

Everyone Eats Thank You 

On Wednesday, March 27, our wonderful volunteers, 

Jane Stevenson, Carol Smith, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, 

Mike Nave, Leslie Nave, and Sandi Muirhead ventured 

to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  They served 

“Breakfast for Lunch,” biscuits and gravy, sausages, 

orange slices, biscuit with butter and jam, cookies, and 

punch for 84 clients.  We also offer special thanks to all 

those who provided the yummy cookies for dessert. 

 Thanks and blessings, 

 Virginia Mantela 

 

Brotherly Love Truck Ministry 

Thank you MPC congregation for the generous donation 

to The Brotherly Love Truck Ministry for the homeless. 

We have been busy with monthly bingo games, raffles, 

serving meals, and volunteering our services at The 

Warehouse for the Poor in Detroit. We are looking 

forward to our many outdoor summer events! 

 Blessings, 

 Susan Linn and Dave Muirhead 

Blanket Sunday Update 

Milford Presbyterian Church members generously 

donated $1,739 to Church World Services. Thank you 

for helping keep our neighbors warm by providing 

blankets to families both here in the United States and 

around the world. 

 MPC Deacons 

Warm Hats 

A big “HATS OFF THANK YOU” to one of our MPC 

members who donated $50.00 to the Warm Hats Happy 

Heads Ladies. Fifty skeins of Soft and Chunky yarn will 

be bought. This yarn is used to make the ear cuffs on 

the hats since it holds it shape the best. It will come in 

handy since we have more requests for warm 

handmade hats this fall. Thank you again secret person 

who wishes not to be named.  

 Sandi Muirhead 

Another Way Pregnancy Center 

MPC donated 0ver $ 1,580.00 dollars to Another Way 

Pregnancy Center through our January Baby Bottle drive 

in January. Special thanks to all who participated. The 

clients, staff, and volunteers of AWPC are so thankful 

for your prayers, caring, and donations. 

 Virginia Mantela 
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