
Identity is malleable. As we go 
through life, experience changes 
us—our challenges and our triumphs 
mold our psyche and reshape our 
spirit. Knowledge deepens, 
relationships fluctuate, convictions 
morph, passions ebb and flow. We 
are the same individual through all of 
it, but our identity—our deep sense 
of self and purpose—is never static. 

And what is true of us as individuals 
is also true of us in community. And 
while institutions like the church are 
famous for being stuck in their ways, 
even we are not immune from being 
altered by time and circumstance. 
Because of this, it is wise—even 
crucial—from time to time to revisit 
our identity—our deep sense of self 
and purpose—by asking the 
question: “Who are we?” 

You might know that we have been 
asking ourselves that question here 
at MPC for some time. It started 
more than a year ago, when we 
began to wonder how successful a 
fundraising effort might be. We 
discovered that we are a hopeful 
church, believing that God has a 
future in store for us in Milford.  

A short time later, we took the bold 
step of purchasing the restaurant 
property next door. We discovered 
that we are a committed church, 
willing to take the necessary steps to 

remain vital and relevant in our 
community.  

During the summer, we held a series 
of workshops, collecting feedback 
and perspectives on who we are and 
where God is leading us. We 
discovered that we are a gifted 
church, full of capable, passionate 
people who have much to offer the 
work of God’s kingdom in Milford 
and beyond. 

In the months since, a creative team 
of people has worked to pull these 
strands together in order to craft a 
new statement of our identity as a 
church. Since December, the session 
has prayerfully been discussing and 
refining this statement. And I’m 
pleased to say that at its last 
meeting, the session approved a new 
mission statement, along with a 
corresponding statement of our core 
values, and I want to share that 
statement with you here. I look 
forward to living into this statement 
together as a church in the years to 
come. 

 In Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

We are a Christian community 
committed to growing in faith, 
serving in love, living in Christ, 
and extending God’s gracious 

welcome to all. 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 
We are a family—we care for one 
another, provide for one another, 
and strengthen one another. In our 
work and worship, we foster 
meaningful relationships that break 
down the barriers that divide us, 
remembering that we are all one in 
Christ. We make no claim to be 
perfect—no family is—but we work 
to make our common life a reflection 
of what God intends for the whole 
human family. 

GROWING IN FAITH 
As disciples (that is, students) of 
Christ, we adopt a posture of 
humility—always ready to learn, to 
grow, and to be corrected—so that 
we can be instruments of God’s 
healing and redemptive work in the 
world. 

SERVING IN LOVE 
Jesus came not to be served but to 
serve. In the same way, his church 
does not exist for its own sake, but 
for the sake of others. We are 
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Youth 

Music 

Spring Hill Thank You!! 
Thank you to Charlie McGraw, Paul Carrannanto, and Kelly 

Carey for volunteering their weekend of Feb 22-24 to 

spend at Spring Hill with our Youth. Our group of 14 

experienced dodge ball, rock climbing, euro bunjee, zip-

lining, 400-foot hill tubing, basketball 3-on-3, talent show, 

food, worship, prayer, ping-pong, tie-dye, shopping, 

broomball, and more. Spring Hill continues to be a 

highlight and a long-standing tradition of the MPC Youth 

Group experience. And it is made possible by several of 

you anonymous donors who have helped support our very 

appreciative youth.  

Get To Know Our Confirmands 
Please take a moment to get to know the six Confirmands 

by visiting the bulletin board near Fellowship Hall and by 

introducing yourselves to them. Help them to feel a sense 

of belonging in our MPC community. Each will be actively 

participating in various aspects of our upcoming services. 

Please encourage them as they go through this meaningful 

process: Ryan Carrannanto, Sam Stevens, Jordyn 

Sienkiewicz, Grace Baldwin, Clay Weber, and Lily 

Sienkiewicz.  

Triennium 
July 16-20 

Every three years, thousands of Presbyterian youth gather 

to celebrate, worship, and experience God’s love. In 2019, 

the event will take place from July 16-20. All youth 

entering 9th grade through graduated 12th grade are 

invited. The estimated cost of $600 per youth includes all 

programming, food, lodging, and transportation for the 5-

day/4-night event. We have a goal that each youth can 

fund-raise $200 (think Sub Sale!) and that families can pay 

$200. MPC will contribute the remaining $200.  

Cost should never be a reason that youth cannot 

participate in programming or activities. If there is a 

financial need, please see Marcus or Pastor Bryant. 

Upcoming Sunday Meetings 
In March, our Youth Group will meet Sunday mornings on 

March 10, 17, 24, and 31. And evening Youth Group will 

meet March 3, 10, 17, and 24 from 6-8PM (dinner served 

at 6PM). The Youth Group needs volunteers to help 

prepare a meal on these evenings. All expenses are 

reimbursable. Please contact Marcus if you’re able to 

help. 

Seeking New Choir Members 
The Chancel Choir is always seeking new members. 

Tenors and Basses are always needed. Sopranos and 

Altos are always welcome. Special thanks to Jennifer 

Ginther for conducting the Choir while Marcus was at 

Spring Hill with our Youth and for accompanying the Kids 

Choir. 

 

 

Kids Choir 
The MPC Kids Choir is 

in full swing! Ages 5yrs 

through 5th grade 

rehearse on Sunday 

mornings from 9:15-

9:45 and will sing 

during service once per month. All are welcome, even if 

you can’t commit to every week! Contact Mandy York at 

myork@milfordpc.org for more details or join our group 

on “Remind” by texting @mpckidsing to the number 

81010. If you already use the Remind app, join our class: 

@mpckidsing.  
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A Look Back 
The Ten Man 
Between $210 and $370 is what it will cost you for a ticket to 

see Hamilton in Detroit this winter—even more from Stub 

Hub. That’s a whole lot of tens. With that said, I figured it was 

the perfect time to tell the story of Alexander Hamilton. 

Hamilton is considered the Father of the American 

government. He was most responsible for guaranteeing that 

the promises of the Declaration of Independence and U.S. 

Constitution become a reality. 

He grew up on Nevis Island and St. Croix. At the age of 14 he 

worked as a clerk at a trading company. He was bright and 

eager and people took notice. Local merchants collected their 

money and sent him to college in the British colonies. He 

attended Elizabethtown Academy and King’s College (now 

Columbia University), but the American Revolution ended his 

college days. 

Hamilton and his college mates formed a militia company and 

led a raid to capture British cannons. He became Captain of 

the New York Provincial Company. He took his company in to 

battles in New York, Trenton, and Princeton in New Jersey. 

When Chief George Washington asked him to join his staff, 

Hamilton jumped two ranks to lieutenant colonel. As chief 

aide-de-camp he wrote letters, delivered orders and was a 

personal representative to his generals. Although Hamilton 

and Washington never really got along, they did work well 

together and complemented each other during war time and 

Washington’s presidency. 

Alexander eventually resigned his commission and decided to 

study law. He completed a three year course in six months, 

passing the state bar in 1782. 

He was appointed to the Congress and sent to Philadelphia 

where he drafted ideas for a new government which would 

include executive, judicial and legislative branches. It would 

have the power to impose taxes and raise an army. 

Hamilton eventually resigned from Congress and began his 

law practice. He was well respected for his courtroom tactics. 

His greatest feat was leading the creation of what would be 

called a “bank.” 

His other cause was to free slaves. He did indeed have slaves 

himself but still urged others to free their slaves. Does that 

sound right to you??? 

Another high-five to Hamilton was 

his (along with James Madison and 

John Jay) writing of the Federalist 

Papers, which covered all aspects of 

government. 

George Washington became the 

first President on April 30, 1789. He 

nominated Hamilton to the Treasury 

Department. Hamilton proposed a 

brand new government financial 

system called The Report of the Public Credit. He believed in 

a strong federal government that had power over the states. 

Thomas Jefferson believed the country should stay a nation 

of small farmers and craftsmen. 

In addition, Alexander Hamilton established the US Mint, 

adopted the decimal system and tariffs as a source of 

funding. He organized the US Revenue Cutter Service (now 

the US Coast Guard). He left office in 1795 but stayed active 

in politics. 

Hamilton’s marriage to Elizabeth Schuyler was a major social 

climb, being that they were one of the oldest and wealthiest 

families in New York. They were devoted to each other and 

raised eight children. 

Sadly, tragedy would come later. It was published he had an 

affair with a married woman. He said it was true and 

apologized but the damage was done. 

A newspaper then wrote that Hamilton slandered Vice 

President Burr at a party and that he demanded an apology. 

Hamilton stated he did not remember any statements he 

made on that. But Burr challenged him to a duel. 

On July 11, 1804, they faced each other at Weehawken, New 

Jersey. Alexander was said to “waste his shot” shooting wide. 

Burr meant business and aimed straight ahead. Hamilton 

died the next day after saying farewell to his family. He left 

them deeply in debt. Friends helped support the family and 

keep their home. Hamilton was buried in the Trinity Church 

cemetery in New York. 

So if you want to learn more about this complex man go pay 

tons of tens and see the popular play Hamilton and come 

back and tell us all about it. 

    Sandi Muirhead  

    MPC Historian 
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Events & Activities 

Worship 

“A House Divided” 
Wednesdays in Lent, 6-7:30 pm  

By almost every measure, our society is more divided 

today than at any other time in our history. The 

categories that divide us are not new at all, but what is 

different today is that we are less willing (and less able) 

to overcome those divides and treat the people on the 

other side as reasonable, moral, well-intentioned 

human beings. During the weeks of Lent, we will 

explore what has given rise to our deep divisions, why 

they feel so powerful, and what we as the church might 

do to combat their influence in our lives and in our 

community. Dinner at 6, with discussion to follow. 

New Member Class 
Starting Sunday, March 17 

If you or someone you know is interested in becoming a 

member of the church, please visit  

milfordpc.org/membership to sign up for our next new 

member class. 

Brunch 
Sunday, March 17 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association.  Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Warm Hats Happy Heads 
Monday, March 25 

Due to popular demand, we are going to begin meeting 

the fourth Monday of every month. Join us in 

Fellowship Hall to learn to loom, share ideas, or show 

off your mean hat making skills. Contact Sandi 

Muirhead, 248-310-4286, for more information. 

Long Story, Short 
Sermon Series for Lent 

The Bible is full of stories, but these many and various 

vignettes together comprise one grand story: the story 

of God at work in the world. In our worship, study, and 

conversation, we often take this story as a given, but 

rarely do we consider it as a whole, from start to finish. 

This series attempts to do just that: to look at the whole 

story of God from beginning to end as presented by 

scripture. This story is the foundation upon which our 

life of faith, our acts of love, and our hope for the future 

are constructed. 

 

Ash Wednesday Dinner & Worship 
Wednesday, March 6, 6 pm 

Join us for worship as we begin the season of Lent with 

the imposition of ashes—a symbol of our sin and our 

mortality—so that we can celebrate with joy on Easter 

the good news that both our sin and our mortality have 

been overcome in Christ. Dinner at 6 in Fellowship Hall, 

followed by worship in the Chapel at 6:45. 
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Get Involved 
Everyone Eats Needs You 
We invite you to join us as we prepare and serve lunch to 

clients at “Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in 

Detroit. We need helpers to travel with us the fourth 

Wednesday of each month (March 27, April 24, May 22 & 

29).  We meet at the church at 9:30 am to load the food 

and then carpool to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. For 

each of these dates, we will also need 14 dozen cookies.

(Donated cookies need to be packed so that they don’t 

stick together and break into pieces when removing them 

from their container.)  Sign-up sheets are on the church 

office windows. 

Remember many of our faithful volunteers are snowbirds 

this time of year. So we need your help to continue this 

ministry each month. If you are able to help or have 

questions contact Virginia Mantela at 

vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168. 

Deacons Dedication 
Meal Train Opportunity 

One of the services the Deacons provide to those in need 

is to provide a few weeks of meals, every other day in 

most cases, to help families through a short illness, the 

loss of a loved one, or just to ease a particularly 

burdensome time. If you or someone you know could 

benefit from this service, please contact any one of the 

Deacons or Pastor Anderson so that we may contact the 

family to provide assistance. 

If you would like to be added to the list of members 

willing to provide meals when the need arises, please 

send your email address to Kelly Carey at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Community Sharing 
Community Sharing is so thankful for the boxes of cereal 

donated by MPC, AKA: Community Sharing’s Cereal 

Church.  We collected 59 boxes of cereal during January 

and 118 during February.   

The MPC Mission Committee encourages members to 

continue donating 11-15 oz. boxes of name brand cereal 

for Community Sharing each month.  Having some brand 

name cereals donated along with the usual generic ones 

provided by organizations such as Gleaners will provide a 

special treat as well as show our respect, dignity, and 

Christian love for their clients. Of course, other food 

items are always welcome as well.  There is a bin both 

outside the church office and at the bottom of the stairs 

at the Liberty street entrance to collect cereal and other 

food items as well. 

Men’s Pants Needed 
The majority of our clients at Everyone Eats are men. 

Although many churches send bags of donated clothing 

for distribution at Everyone Eats, there are few men’s 

pants among the contributions.  If you have any men’s 

pants to donate, you may put them in the blue bin in 

Fellowship Hall and we will take them to Everyone Eats 

when we next serve lunch on March 2. 

Rebuilding Together 
Saturday, April 27 

Rebuilding Together Southeast Michigan is Saturday, April 

27.  Watch for further information on our 2019 house 

project in the bulletin, MPC emails, and the April 

Newsletter. 
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...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Beaman Smith, 

Chris Beebee, Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, 

George Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, 

Larry Cepuran, David Renny, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie 

Bahan, Chelsea Heron, Tom Neff, Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, 

Joanne Hansen, Dave Matejko, Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy 

Cole, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Sherry Watkins, Carrie Adcock, 

Pat Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne Bishop, Lynda 

Garrity, Doris Finley, Charlotte McKeough and all military 

personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Dawson Innis (Marine Corps basic training) 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC. 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738. 

Community Notes 

committed to participating in the life of the Milford 
community, the metro Detroit area, and the world, doing 
what we can to improve the lives of all who suffer. With 
our time, our money, and our God-given gifts, we seek to 
be the hands and feet of Christ to our neighbors. 

LIVING IN CHRIST 
The foundation of our faith is the desire to follow Jesus, 
to be transformed by him, and to help others encounter 
him in life-changing ways. 

GRACIOUS WELCOME 
God welcomes each and every one of us with open arms, 
and the church should be no different. God has shown us 
grace and acceptance, so we strive to do the same: to 
provide a welcoming and safe church home to anyone 
who walks through our doors. We want to be a place 
where people experience the hospitality of the kingdom 
of God. 
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This ‘n’ That 

Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

(248-882-4415 | hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Retirement Giving Option 
If you must take a “Required Minimum 

Distribution” (RMD) from your retirement plan, you 

might want to consider making a “Qualified Charitable 

Contribution” directly from the plan.  With the tax 

change this year, it may be more advantageous than in 

the past. Check with your tax preparer. 

Thank You! 
Everyone Eats Thank You 

On Wednesday, February 27, our wonderful volunteers, 

Jane Stevenson, Cheryl Perrine, Carol Smith, Tom 

Combs, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, Dianna Speier, and 

Sandy Muirhead ventured through the snowy weather 

to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  They served a lunch 

of meatballs and gravy over Rotini, corn, roll and butter, 

cookies, bananas and punch for about 53 clients.  We 

also offer special thanks to all those who baked the 

yummy cookies for dessert. 

 Thanks and blessings, 

 Virginia Mantela 

The Cereal Church 

30 Boxes of Cereal A Month? Get Real!! 

HA! MPC laughs at the measly number. Like I said 

before “We are better than that”! 

Roger Brooks (Our Cereal Guy) keeps a accurate 

monthly count. In February, we collected 118 boxes for 

Community Sharing. The count just keeps getting bigger 

and better. 

Thank you Roger for hauling all of those boxes to CSR 

and thank you to all of our members for buying brand 

name cereal for clients to choose from. What kid 

wouldn’t love Banana Split Dipping Dots cereal?. 

 Sandi Muirhead

 Mission  
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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

March 6 
Ash Wednesday Dinner & Worship 

Wednesdays in Lent 
Dinner & “A House Divided” Discussion 

March 17 
Brunch 

March 17 
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