
In the 1920s, Swiss psychologist 
Hermann Rorschach developed a 
test which analyzed a subject's 
perceptions of symmetrical, 
amorphous inkblots. The theory 
behind this practice is that the ways 
that a subject describes or identifies 
these shapeless images will reveal 
personality characteristics that are 
buried beneath layers of 
psychological defense mechanisms. 
The aim of the Rorschach test—by 
the 1960s, the most popular test of 
its kind—was to cut straight to the 
underlying problems that burden a 
person's psyche. Though use of this 
test among psychologists has 
diminished in recent decades, it 
remains a serviceable metaphor for 
times when people look at the same 
thing and draw radically different 
conclusions, revealing much more 
about themselves than about what 
they're looking at. 

Just a short time ago the nation was 
presented with a Rorschach test of a 
sort, and much was revealed about 
who we are and how we function as 
a society today. 

On Friday, January 18, a video went 
viral that depicted a group of 
teenage boys (from a Catholic High 
School in Kentucky, many wearing 
"Make America Great Again" hats) 
surrounding—even heckling—an 

older Native American man who was 
banging a drum. No Hollywood 
studio could craft a scene so 
carefully calibrated to ignite the 
outrage of the liberal left. It confirms 
all the angers and anxieties of those 
who oppose Donald Trump. It is 
white entitlement, racism, and 
hatred on full, unapologetic display, 
all clothed in the garb of the 
president. Let the pile-on begin. 

All day Saturday, certain news 
outlets, pundits, and rank-and-file 
tweeters raged at this exposé of 
right-wing hatred and bigotry, all the 
more insidious for being performed 
by America's youth. The Kentucky 
diocese where the boys' school is 
located attempted to get out in front 
of the firestorm, disavowing the ugly 
misbehavior of its teens, and the 
school itself followed suit. 

But by late Saturday, the narrative 
was beginning to shift. Additional 
videos emerged online, showing 
different angles and a fuller picture 
of the confrontation, and it was clear 
that the left's frenzied outrage of the 
previous 24 hours was based on 
partial evidence at best. No 
Hollywood studio could craft a 
scenario so carefully calibrated to 
ignite the outrage of the 
conservative right. It was liberal 
media bias at its best, leaping at 

every opportunity to malign the right 
and paint Trump supporters as racist 
and hateful. Let the pile-on begin. 

All day Sunday, certain other news 
outlets, pundits, and rank-and-file 
tweeters raged at this exposé of left-
wing prejudice and journalistic 
malpractice, all the more insidious 
for being directed at America's 
youth. The diocese and the school 
faced a backlash from parents and 
community members for not 
standing up for their own. 

[*Deep sigh*] 

We—the American populace—look 
at the same situation and see 
precisely what we want to see. We 
see confirmation of our worst 
suspicions and we find justification 
for our most ready-to-hand 
indignation. And what we see says so 
much more about us and the 
burdens of our collective psyche 
than it does about whatever it is that 
we happen to be shaking our fist at. 

It turns out that this was a story—
like most others—deserving of 
nuance, not a rush to judgment. 
Nathan Phillips, the Native American 
activist at the center of the 
confrontation, gave conflicting 
stories about the event. A third 
group—four members of a sectarian 
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Youth 

Music 

Super Bowl Sub Sale 
Our Youth have been busy selling sub sandwiches for pickup or 

delivery on Sunday, February 3. They will be assembling the 

sandwiches on Saturday, Feb 2 from 10am-1pm. We need 

helpers! Please join us during our assembly party that morning. 

We need cutters, slicers, baggers, etc. No experience necessary. 

Funds raised by our Youth will help to support their upcoming 

trip to Spring Hill (Feb 22-24) and Triennium (late July). 

Spring Hill 
February 22-24 

On February 22, our Youth will meet at MPC at 4pm and 

travel to Spring Hill. This two-day/two-night adventurous 

retreat has been a favorite tradition of the MPC Youth 

Group for nearly 20 years! Please pray for the Youth and 

adult volunteers as the prepare and attend this special 

weekend retreat. 

Sunday Night Youth Group 
February 10 & 17 

In February, Sunday night Youth Group will meet February 

10 and 17 from 6-8pm with dinner served at 6pm followed 

by activities and games until 8pm. We are seeking 

volunteers to help prepare and serve a meal for our Youth 

Group each Sunday evening that we meet. All expenses 

are reimbursable. If you are able to prep and serve a meal 

to our Youth on February 10 or 17, please contact Marcus 

asap.  

Triennium 
July 16-20 

Every three years, thousands of Presbyterian Youth gather 

to celebrate, worship, and experience God’s love. In 2019, 

the event will take place from July 16-20. All Youth 

entering 9th grade through graduated 12th grade are 

invited. The estimated cost of $600 per Youth includes all 

programming, food, lodging, and transportation for the 5-

day/4-night event. We have a goal that each Youth can 

fund-raise $200 (think Sub Sale!) and that families can pay 

$200. MPC will contribute the remaining $200.  

Cost should never be a reason that Youth cannot 

participate in programming or activities. If there is a 

financial need, please see Marcus or Pastor Bryant. 

 

Handbell Performance 
Sunday, February 10 

Our Westminster Handbells will, once again, be participating in 

a joint handbell performance at Highland United Methodist 

Church on Sunday, February 10 at 3pm. Come and support our 

ringers and our community in this musical event! New ringers 

are always welcome. And needed! 

Grand Rapids with DCC 
May 2-4 

Marcus will be taking his Dearborn Community Chorus to 

Grand Rapids for a two-day/two-night trip May 2-4. In 

July, 17 MPCers joined this group on a tour to South 

Africa and made some great memories. All at MPC are 

welcome to join the DCC on this trip to Grand Rapids. 

Contact Marcus for more details. 

Children’s Music 
MPC is seeking a new Children's Music Director. The job 

description is available at the church office. We hope to 

have our Children's Music program back up and running 

by March 3. If you would like to be included in updates, 

please contact Marcus. 
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A Look Back 
Thank God for Michigan!!! 
Who yelled those four famous words? Hint….tall, beard… 

lived in a log cabin. Of course our 16th President Abraham 

Lincoln. He spoke those words when the first Michigan 

Infantry Regiment, the first from the Midwest, reached 

and defended the nation’s capitol in May, 1861. (A 

regiment was close to 1,000 soldiers, officers, men and 

young boys.) 

Michigan raised and sent to the front more than 90,000 

soldiers, one fourth of the entire male population of 

Michigan. 

The first Michigan Sharpshooters were skilled marksmen 

and made up entirely of Native Americans. 

The best communication amongst a large regiment during 

battle was the beat of their drum. Drummer boys, not old 

enough to fight, would go with their regiments and signal 

actions during battles. Johnny Lincoln Clem, age 10, was 

with the Twenty-Second Michigan Volunteer Regiment. His 

courage under fire at Chickamauga in 1863 made him 

famous. 

In 1863 the First Michigan Colored Infantry Regiment was 

organized. The heroism of the black men in blue uniforms 

fighting in the deep South won great respect from their 

white comrades. 

Another story that should be told is that a woman named 

Sarah Emma Edmonds disguised herself as a male soldier 

named Franklin Flint Thompson. She fought bravely along 

side her fellow soldiers from the second Michigan Infantry. 

Her comrades spoke highly of her when they found out 

and still called her a “good soldier”. 

The Flag Bearers suffered dearly on both sides of the war. 

All were willing to risk their lives to carry their regiment 

flags. The tallest and bravest men were given the honor. 

The men all knew their regiment banner well and 

recognized them. The color bearer would shout “Follow 

Me” either when advancing or retreating. When he 

planted his staff In the ground the men knew to rally 

round the flag and stand their ground. 

On July 4, 1866 in Detroit 70,000 people came to watch 

tearfully as Michigan’s bloody and bullet torn flags were 

presented to the state by the soldiers who carried and 

fought under them. 

These flags throughout the years became brittle and worn 

with age. Now exhibited at the Michigan State Historical 

Museum, they are being properly cared for. My Marie 

Moore #425 Quester group donated $1,000.00 to help 

preserve these pieces of Michigan History. They are on 

display for the public. 

Michigan had 1,110 casualties out of 4,000 soldiers at 

Gettysburg. Many were buried there. Gettysburg National 

Military Park hosts ten monuments to Michigan regiments. 

Most impressive is a 40 foot tall monument belonging to 

the Michigan Cavalry Brigade. Their commander was a 24 

year old general named George Armstrong Custer. (If you 

go to Gettysburg, hire a tour guide to drive your car. You 

can enjoy the tour and they will show you our Michigan 

monuments. So worth it!!) 

Sixty-nine Michigan men received the Medal of Honor 

during the Civil War. 

   Sandi Muirhead 

   MPC Historian 
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Events & Activities 

Worship 

MPC Ladies Movie Club 
Monday, February 4 

The Ladies Movie Club will meet Monday, February 4 at 6:30 

PM in the Parlor. 

This month's movie "God's Not Dead 2", is a sequel to a 

movie we had previously viewed. 

The story tells of a high school history teacher who is asked a 

question in class about Jesus, and her reasoned response 

lands her in deep trouble. The ensuing epic court case could 

expel God from the classroom once and for all. 

Join us for a relaxing evening of movie entertainment, 

provided refreshments and fellowship. Please RSVP if you 

plan to attend: email SLinn465@aol.com or cell 

248.310.4493. 

Potluck/Bunco Tournament 
Saturday, February 9 

The MPC Membership Committee is sponsoring a Potluck/

Bunco Game Night in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, February 9, 

2019. Bring a potluck dish to pass at 5:00 PM or just attend 

the Bunco Game Tournament at 6:15 PM. Bunco is an easy 

dice game for ages 8 and up. Written instructions will be 

available at each table as well as verbal instructions prior to 

the start of the game. Prizes will be awarded. Come learn a 

new game/meet new people/and interact with church 

members of ALL ages. See you there!  

Brunch 
Sunday, February 17 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a delicious hot 

brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by MPC’s Men’s 

Presbyterian Association.  Suggested donation is $5 per 

person, $2 for children under five, and $10 for the whole 

family. 

Blanket Sunday 
Sunday, February 17 

For many years the church has been helping to keep our 

neighbors warm by providing blankets to families here in the 

United States and around the world.  A blanket can provide 

warmth to a victim of a flood or fire or serve as bedding to a 

guest in a homeless shelter. 

Through Church World Services, 75,157 blankets were 

distributed from January to June in 2018. Last year blankets 

were sent to Southern California after the wildfires and to the 

East Coast to help residents after the winter blizzards. 

God has blessed us with so much, share this love by providing 

a CWS Blanket to those in need. 

On February 17, Blanket Sunday, the Deacons will be 

available to accept your $10 donation prior to Sunday 

Worship. Envelopes are also included in your giving envelope 

boxes and will also be available as a bulletin insert on 2/17.   

Thank You! 

“Ecclesiastes” 
New Sermon Series Beginning February 10 

The book of Ecclesiastes might be the only book in all of 

scripture that we read and think, "Why is this even in the 

Bible?" In spite of that, some of the ideas and the language 

present in this Old Testament wisdom text have woven 

themselves into popular culture in such a way as to become 

intimately familiar to many of us (though we may not realize 

that Ecclesiastes is their source). How can we come to terms 

with the cynicism and despair of this text, and how does the 

dim outlook of its author square with the good news of the 

gospel? 

Ash Wednesday Dinner & Worship 
Wednesday, March 6, 6-7:30 pm 

Come enjoy dinner from 6 to 6:45pm in Fellowship Hall, 

followed by Ash Wednesday worship in the chapel to begin 

the season of Lent. 

Lenten Dinners & Study 
Wednesdays in Lent (Starts March 13) 

Each Wednesday in Lent we will gather for dinner at 6pm, 

followed by a class led by Pastor Anderson. 
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Get Involved 
Everyone Eats Needs You 
We invite you to join us as we prepare and serve lunch to 

clients at "Everyone Eats" at Spirit of Hope Church in De-

troit. We need helpers to travel with us the fourth 

Wednesday of each month (February 27, March 27, April 

24, May 22 & 29). We meet at the church at 9:15am to 

load the food and then carpool to Spirit of Hope Church 

in Detroit. For each of these dates, we will also need 14 

dozen cookies. (Donated cookies need to be packed so 

that they don’t stick together and break into pieces when 

removing them from the packaging.)  Sign-up sheets are 

on the church office windows.  

Remember many of our faithful volunteers are snowbirds 

this time of year. So we need your help to continue this 

ministry each month.  If you are able to help or have 

questions contact Virginia Mantela at 

vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168. 

Deacons Dedication 
Meal Train Opportunity 

One of the services the Deacons provide to those in need 

is to provide a few weeks of meals, every other day in 

most cases, to help families through a short illness, the 

loss of a loved one, or just to ease a particularly burden-

some time. If you or someone you know could benefit 

from this service, please contact any one of the Deacons 

or Pastor Anderson so that we may contact the family to 

provide assistance. 

If you would like to be added to the list of members will-

ing to provide meals when the need arises, please send 

your email address to Kelly Carey at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Community Sharing 
The MPC Mission Committee invites members to donate 

a 11-15 oz box of name brand cereal for Community Shar-

ing each month.  Having some brand name cereals donat-

ed along with the usual generic ones provided by organi-

zations such as Gleaners will provide a special treat as 

well as show our respect, dignity, and Christian love for 

their clients. Of course, other food items are always wel-

come as well.  There is a bin both outside the church 

office and at the bottom of the stairs at the Liberty street 

entrance to collect cereal and other food items. 

Warm Hats Happy Heads 
The Class gets an A+ 

The Warm Hats Happy Heads group completed their first 

assignment in 2018. They actually did extra credit and 

they deserve an A+ for sure. 

Almost 400 hats were made. Their homework assignment 

was for 323. These darling hats were given to Headstart, 

Preschool, McKinney-Vento, PAL and Early On Programs 

throughout the Huron Valley Schools system. Katie Burley 

and I delivered hats twice to Apollo. Katie has pictures of 

the kids in their hats and cute stories that go along with 

them. 

Special thanks to Sue Baldwin from Apollo Center for her 

help. Can’t say enough about Katie (Hatoholic) Burley for 

setting this up and the dozens of hats that she made.  To 

thank all of our Hatters, Katie is making a Thank You 

Board complete with names. Everyone please stop by and 

see Katie’s (as always) clever display. 

There are now over a dozen WHHH hatters. Many love 

making hats while watching TV, it’s just that easy. If you 

are interested in getting involved and being assigned 

homework for 2019, contact Sandi Muirhead at 

travelermom@comcast.net or at 248-310-4286. 

Men’s Pants Needed 
The majority of our clients at Everyone Eats are men. Alt-

hough many churches send bags of donated clothing for 

distribution at Everyone Eats, there are few men’s pants 

among the contributions.  If you have any men’s pants to 

donate, you may put them in the blue bin in Fellowship 

Hall and we will take them to Everyone Eats when we 

next serve lunch on February 27. 
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...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, Barb Burtch, Liam 

Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Jim Burley, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Beaman Smith, 

Chris Beebee, Tom Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, 

George Wootton, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, 

Larry Cepuran, David Renny, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie 

Bahan, Chelsea Heron, Tom Neff, Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, 

Joanne Hansen, Dave Matejko, Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy 

Cole, Ted Holloway, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Sherry Watkins, 

Carrie Adcock, Pat Gordon, Marie Jackson, Joe & Hanne 

Bishop and all military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Dawson Innis (Marine Corps basic training) 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC. 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the 

Parlor. Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738. 

Community Notes 

group called Black Hebrew Israelites—was already raising 
the tension among the groups present, hurling insults and 
hate at both the Native American demonstrators and at 
the Catholic teenagers. Phillips was probably not as 
innocent as the left had assumed, and the boys not as 
innocent as the right had assumed. 

If you're like me, you watch things like this happening on 
the national stage and feel caught in the grip of a system 
so dysfunctional, so broken, so utterly riven by ideological 
warfare, that there is nothing we can do but resign 
ourselves to the demise of civility and reason.  

But maybe we do have a part to play. Maybe there are 
steps we can take in our dialogue with others and in our 
media intake (social media and other) to help slow our 
own knee-jerk reactions to the news of the day. 

And I am certain that the church has a part to play. The 
church is one of few places today where we can sit 
beside, talk to, and work with people who see something 
completely different from us in the Rorschach test that is 
21st century America. The church can be a training 
ground for a different way of navigating our divisions, 
which are many and deep, but only if we commit 
ourselves to finding our unity in Christ and in the good 
news of his kingdom. 

   In Christ, 



February 2019 | Page 7 

The Milford Messenger 

 

This ‘n’ That 

Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

(248-882-4415 | hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Retirement Giving Option 
If you must take a “Required Minimum 

Distribution” (RMD) from your retirement plan, you 

might want to consider making a “Qualified Charitable 

Contribution” directly from the plan.  With the tax 

change this year, it may be more advantageous than in 

the past. Check with your tax preparer. 

Thank You! 
Everyone Eats Thank You 

On Wednesday, January 23, dedicated volunteers, Jane 

Stevenson, Leslie Nave, Mike Nave, Tom Combs, Cheryl 

Perrine, Maureen Bonhard, Bob Parrett, Debi Parrett, 

and Sandy Muirhead traveled on ice, through pouring 

rain, etc. to serve a lunch of Swedish meatballs over 

Rotini, mandarin oranges, roll and butter, cookies and 

punch for about 45 clients at the Spirit of Hope Church 

in Detroit.  What awesome servants for Christ!  We also 

offer our thanks to all those who baked cookies for 

dessert. 

 Thanks and blessings, 

 Virginia Mantela 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

For all of the help you gave us for Marie Webster’s 

funeral luncheon. We had many members to help us set 

up, bake, serve, and clean up. Thank you so much to 

Lorraine Nagelkirk, Virginia Mantela, Sue Renouf, Ginny 

O’Brien, Roxanne Young, Pat Born, Leslie Nave, Amber 

Innis and Madeline Colone. What an awesome group of 

helpers. 

 Judy Kleeves and Mary McFarland 

The Cereal Church 

Last Monday morning MPC was mentioned and thanked 

by Community Sharing . We are the pioneers for 

“Sponsor A Shelf”! A picture was taken of our cereal 

neatly lined on a shelf. Thank you Roger Brooks for 

delivering the cereal (plus food items) twice a month. 

We are committing to 30 single brand name boxes per 

month. But Hey… we are better than that! We are 

MPC!! In January Roger packed 59 boxes in his vehicle. 

That’s a lot of filled cereal bowls.. Keep up the good 

work and we will keep up the count. 

 Sandi Muirhead

 Mission  

Euchre Success! 

The euchre tournament was a lot of fun. We had some 

new players along with a lot of experienced players.  

The big winner was Jamie Carey with 57 points.  Thank 

you to all who came and participated. 

Mary McFarland 

 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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