
2018 was an eventful year at Milford 
Presbyterian Church. 

As the year began, we were in the 
process of assessing the feasibility of 
a fundraising campaign. This process 
surfaced some valuable conversation 
about the future of our church, and 
this conversation spurred our leaders 
to think long and hard about a 
vacant property two doors down 
Main Street.  

Within a couple of months were 
under contract to purchase the 
property at 210 North Main, and we 
took the question to the whole 
church at a congregational meeting. 
We asked questions, we raised 
concerns, we shared excitement, and 
ultimately we voted enthusiastically 
(and unanimously) to approve the 
purchase. On Mother’s Day, just a 
few weeks later, our worship 
attendance was the highest we’d 
seen on that particular Sunday in ten 
years. 

Over the summer, we had a number 
of conversations about who we are 
as a church and who we feel God is 
calling us to become. These 
conversations revealed a great deal 
of commitment to Milford 
Presbyterian, gratitude for what God 
has done among us over the years, 
and very real excitement about 
where we might be headed next. 

At the same time, a team of people 
was beginning to coalesce behind 
the scenes. This team would lead the 
congregation through our capital 
fundraising campaign, which we 
would later name “Rise Up.” As this 
team of energetic and talented 
people began to meet, I became very 
excited to begin the campaign 
process. And as the process unfolded 
throughout the fall, more and more 
people joined in to help and share 
their gifts in a variety of ways. 

In the month of November, nearly 
one hundred church members came 
together at eight different gatherings 
in people’s homes to learn about the 
Rise Up campaign, to ask questions, 
and to share thoughts and feedback. 
By the time December came around, 
we had received early commitments 
from about 20 households which 
totaled more than $250,000. On 
December 9, when the whole 
congregation was invited to make 
their commitments, we witnessed an 
astonishing outpouring of support 
and generosity, and it was 
immediately clear that our campaign 
was going to be a big success. We 
look forward to announcing a final 
total for the Rise Up campaign this 
month. 

As I look back on all that has 
happened in the last year, I find 

myself feeling deeply grateful for the 
good people of Milford Presbyterian 
who have decided to help see their 
church into the future that God has 
in store for us. I also feel excited, 
because I know that all of the events 
of 2018 are merely a prelude to the 
year—and years—to come. In 2019, 
we will begin to see the fruit of these 
efforts, and as time goes on, we will 
continue to benefit from the 
sacrificial generosity of our members 
as we discover new and exciting 
ways to be the hands and feet of 
Christ in Milford and beyond. 

I look forward to being a part of it 
with you.  

  In Christ, 

Milford Presbyterian Church 
238 North Main Street, Milford, Michigan 48381 

www.milfordpc.org 
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Youth 
Super Bowl Sub Sale 
The Super Bowl Sub Sale is BACK! MPC Youth will begin 

taking orders in January. Subs will be ready for pickup on 

Sunday, Feb. 3 after service. Stay tuned for more details! 

30-Hour Famine Thank You 
THANK YOU to all who supported our Youth during their 

30-hour Famine. We raised $2,197.00 during that 

challenge. All of the funds raised have been sent to Key of 

Hope. Rachel Smither, Founder of KoH wrote: “It is 

absolutely mind boggling that your youth would fast 

together and use it as a way to help KoH provide food, 

shelter and programs to our kids in Durban [South 

Africa]. Dan and I are humbled and honored that you and 

your church consider our organization worthy of 

investing in.” 

Spring Hill 
February 22-24 

Spring Hill Retreat for MS and HS Youth will take place 

Feb. 22-24. The total cost is $190 per Youth for the two-

day/two-night Youth retreat filled with sledding, rock 

climbing, zip-lining, basketball, swimming, euro-bungee, 

dodge ball, food, ping-pong, music, snowball fights, and 

powerful music and messages! Deposits of $50 per person 

are due as soon as possible. Two adult female volunteers 

are needed to join (volunteers pay $0). Please see Marcus 

for more details. 

Triennium 
July 16-20 

Every three years, thousands of Presbyterian Youth gather 

to celebrate, worship, and experience God’s love. In 2019, 

the event will take place from July 16-20. All Youth 

entering 9th grade through graduated 12th grade are 

invited. The estimated cost of $600 per Youth includes all 

programming, food, lodging, and transportation for the 5-

day/4-night event. We have a goal that each Youth can 

fund-raise $200 (think Sub Sale!) and that families can pay 

$200. MPC will contribute the remaining $200.  

Cost should never be a reason that Youth cannot 

participate in programming or activities. If there is a 

financial need, please see Marcus or Pastor Bryant. 

Confirmation 2019 
Begins Sunday, January 20 

Our 2019 Confirmation Class begins on Sunday, January 

20, and will continue throughout the winter and spring. If 

your child (roughly age 12 and above) is interested in 

learning what it means to be a Presbyterian Christian and 

taking the important step of becoming a member of the 

church, please contact Marcus or Pastor Anderson.  

Confirmation dates are listed below. All classes take place 

immediately following worship. 

Confirmation Class Dates 
• Sunday, January 20 

• Sunday, January 27 

• Sunday, February 10 

• Sunday, March 10 

• Sunday, March 24 

• Sunday, April 14 

• Sunday, May 5 
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Music 

Christmas Cantata Thank You 
Thank you to all who came to one or both of our Cantata 

performances. And thank you to the many performers 

and other volunteers who gave extra time to learn lines, 

memorize music, sing, arrange costumes, set up sound 

and lights and staging. 

Chancel Choir 
Chancel Choir will have its first regular Wednesday night 

rehearsal on January 9th, 7:30-9PM. All are welcome. 

Seriously. All. January is a great time for newcomers to 

join the choir. We'll begin working on music through 

June, including special Lent and Easter selections. 

Westminster Handbells 
Marilyn is still seeking handbell ringers who can make a 

regular commitment to Wednesday evening rehearsal 

from 6:15-7:15PM. Music-reading skills are helpful, but 

not necessary. 

Grand Rapids with DCC 
Marcus will be taking his Dearborn Community Chorus to 

Grand Rapids for a two-day/two-night trip May 2-4. In 

July, 17 MPCers joined this group on a tour to South 

Africa and made some great memories. All at MPC are 

welcome to join the DCC on this trip to Grand Rapids. 

Contact Marcus for more details. 

Children’s Music 
Thank you to Mandy York and Dianna Speier for 

volunteering to lead the Children's Music programming 

this Fall. Stay tuned for plans for our young musicians in 

2019. 

A Look Back 
Tea of Hope 
On Thursday, December 13, ten MPC women (past and 

present members) had the honor of attending the Tea Of 

Hope fundraiser in Sterling Heights. 

Five of us who were in attendance had also had the 

privilege over the summer to spend a day in Durban, South 

Africa, with the Smitters and their organization, “Key of 

Hope.” Key of Hope focuses on helping children escape the 

bonds of hopelessness and poverty. They provide 

education, life skills, and moral values through Christ and 

much more. They started out ten years ago with one child 

from the streets. Today they mentor over two thousand 

children each week. 

It was great to see Rachel and Dan again on our side of the 

world. They were overwhelmed to learn that we had 

brought with us the Youth Group 30 hour famine pledges 

totaling over $2000. (Great job Marcus and Youth!) Also, a 

big Thank You to all our ladies who also gave generously 

that night. 

The food and the venue were amazing. Three Durban 

youth told their testimonies about how KOH changed their 

lives. When they return in late 2019 the Youth Choir will 

tour the East Coast but Rachel said that a possible 

extravaganza might be in the works in Michigan on 

Christmas Eve. Details to follow. 

Those of us who were present at the Tea of Hope 

fundraiser are already making plans to raise funds to help 

put children through school for one year. School is not free 

in South Africa—it costs $150 a year for uniforms, 

stationery, and tuition. 

Questions or interest in attending next year's Tea contact 

Sandi Muirhead at 248-310-4286 or 

traverlermom@comcast.net or go to 

WWW.KEYOFHOPE.ORG. 

Sandi Muirhead 

MPC Historian 



January 2019 | Page 4 

The Milford Messenger 

 

Events & Activities 
Euchre Tournament 
Saturday, January 12 

On January 12 we will have a euchre tournament in 

Fellowship Hall with “wonderful” prizes. You don’t want 

to miss this. It doesn’t matter if you have a partner or 

not, just come and have fun. Uno and other games will 

be available for the kids and those adults who don’t 

want to play euchre. Come one, come all for a night of 

fun! 

Brunch 
Sunday, January 20 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association.  Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Blanket Sunday 
February 17, 2019 

For many years the church has been helping to keep our 

neighbors warm by providing blankets to families here 

in the United States and around the world.  A blanket 

can provide warmth to a victim of a flood or fire or 

serve as bedding to a guest in a homeless shelter. 

Through Church World Services, 75,157 blankets were 

distributed from January to June in 2018. Last year 

blankets were sent to Southern California after the 

wildfires and to the East Coast to help residents after 

the winter blizzards. 

God has blessed us with so much, share this love by 

providing a CWS Blanket to those in need. 

On February 17, Blanket Sunday, the Deacons will be 

available to accept your $10 donation prior to Sunday 

Worship. Envelopes are also included in your giving 

envelope boxes and will also be available as a bulletin 

insert on 2/17.   Thank You 

Thank You! 
Everyone Eats Thank You 

On Wednesday, December 26 we served a lunch of 

pizza, salad, chips, soda, and cookies to celebrate New 

Years Eve for 120 clients at the Spirit of Hope Church in 

Detroit.  Many thanks to Jane Stevenson, Leslie Nave, 

Mike Nave, Carol Smith, Dan Lafferty, Gayle Lafferty, 

and Sandy Muirhead for their volunteer service.  We 

also offer our thanks to all those who baked cookies for 

dessert. 

 Thanks and blessings, 

 Virginia Mantela 

Our congregation is blessed with many hard working 

members. Let us celebrate with many thanks, those 

who worked hard to make our Celebration Dinner 

possible! 

The workers include Mary and Ed McFarland, Karen and 

Tim Lundin, Kathy Donn, Sue Linn, Jon McLeod, Nora 

and Bruce Gilbert, and Leslie and Mike Nave. They were 

a great crew making our Celebration something to 

celebrate indeed! 

 Judy Kleeves 
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Get Involved 
Everyone Eats Needs You 
We invite you to join us as we prepare and serve lunch to 

clients at "Everyone Eats" at Spirit of Hope Church in De-

troit.  We need helpers to travel with us the fourth 

Wednesday of each month (January 23, February 27, 

March 27, April24).  We meet at the church at 9:15 am to 

load the food and then carpool to Spirit of Hope Church 

in Detroit. For each of these dates, we will also need 14 

dozen cookies. (Donated cookies need to be packed so 

that they don’t stick together and break into pieces when 

removing them from the packaging.)  Sign-up sheets are 

on the church office windows.  Please select a date or two 

to help out.  Remember many hands make less work for 

all.  If you have questions contact Virginia Mantela 

at vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168. 

Deacons Dedication 
Meal Train Opportunity 

One of the services the Deacons provide to those in need 

is to provide a few weeks of meals, every other day in 

most cases, to help families through a short illness, the 

loss of a loved one, or just to ease a particularly burden-

some time. If you or someone you know could benefit 

from this service, please contact any one of the Deacons 

or Pastor Anderson so that we may contact the family to 

provide assistance. 

If you would like to be added to the list of members will-

ing to provide meals when the need arises, please send 

your email address to Kelly Carey at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Community Sharing 
The MPC Mission Committee invites members to donate 

a 11-15 oz box of name brand cereal for Community Shar-

ing each month.  Having some brand name cereals donat-

ed along with the usual generic ones provided by organi-

zations such as Gleaners will provide a special treat as 

well as show our respect, dignity, and Christian love for 

their clients. Of course, other food items are always wel-

come as well.  There is a bin both outside the church 

office and at the bottom of the stairs at the Liberty street 

entrance to collect cereal and other food items. 

Another Way Baby Bottles 
Empty baby bottles will soon be available to pick up and 

fill with your coins, bills and checks. Your gifts will help 

those served by Another Way Pregnancy Center in Farm-

ington Hills. Please return the filled bottles no later than 

February 3rd. In addition, the center is also always in 

need of diaper donations. Contact Jane Stevenson with 

any questions, 248-910-4966 or at 

matejko.js57@gmail.com. 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David & Barb Burtch, 

Liam Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, 

Sean McMullen, Jim Burley, Marty Martin, Chrissi & Jerry 

Emerick, Beaman Smith, Chris Beebee, Marie Webster, Tom 

Reynolds, Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George Wootton, 

Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, Larry Cepuran, 

David Renny, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Chelsea 

Heron, Tom Neff, Adam LaPratt, Ted Rancont, Joanne 

Hansen, Dave Matejko, Ted Byrne, Gail Stith, Sandy Cole, Ted 

Holloway, Jordon Loch, Jan Davis, Sherry Watkins, Carrie 

Adcock, Mary Burley, Pat Gordon, and all military personnel 

of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Dawson Innis (Marine Corps basic training) 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

Community Notes 
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