
Every Tuesday morning, our Office 

Administrator enters the office to 

find two discs on her desk. One is the 

DVD recording of that Sunday’s 

worship service, and the other is an 

audio recording of same. After being 

downloaded to a computer, the 

contents of these discs are then 

packaged and uploaded to the web 

for easy sharing and consumption. 

The sermon video travels to 

YouTube, with links on our website, 

eNews, and social media. The 

sermon audio can be accessed 

through our website or subscribed to 

as a podcast on mobile devices. 

Week in and week out, we go 

through this rigmarole to ensure that 

people who were not able to 

worship with us on any given Sunday 

are still able to remain connected to 

the worship and life of the church on 

the corner. 

I have always believed that effortless 

access to sermons is a crucial part of 

any church’s public presence in the 

Internet Age. But twice in the last 

month I had my confidence in that 

assumption shaken. 

In an article entitled “How 

Podcasting Hurts Preaching,” 

published in Christianity Today, the 

author contends that when churches 

make sermons available online, they 

are effectively saying that there is 

nothing lost when this solitary part 

of a service is removed from the 

broader context of the community 

gathered together for worship. In 

our digitally over-connected world, 

endless entertainment possibilities 

are literally at our fingertips, and we 

have offered sermons as just one 

other such option. The author writes, 

“By giving away their best material 

online, churches may actually be 

incentivizing their crowd not to 

attend.” 

Then, a short time later, I came upon 

Peter Marty’s editorial introduction 

to the January 3, 2018 issue of The 

Christian Century, called “Church is 

inconvenient.” He recounts a 

conversation with a parishioner who 

was telling him about their 

daughter’s church. They don’t attend 

often, but that’s okay, because the 

church live-streams the service. They 

can stay in, make breakfast, let the 

kids play, and have worship on in the 

background. It’s incredibly 

convenient. 

Going to church on Sunday morning, 

Marty allows, is certainly 

inconvenient for those who prefer to 

use that time for catching up on 

chores (or sleep), getting kids to 

sports, or just for personal leisure. 

And for those who make 

weekly worship a priority, it is also 

inconvenient, but in a very different 

way: “We sing songs we didn’t pick, 

hear scriptures we didn’t choose, 

commit to endeavors for which we 

must sacrifice, and—here’s the 

worst—sit next to people who aren’t 

even our closest friends.” 

Our world revolves around 

convenience, and the rhythms and 

rituals of church life can often seem 

out of step with a society moving 

ever faster toward the instant, the 

automated, and the customized. 

And—slow though the church might 

be to change—we have tried to keep 

up with the world around us so that 

we don’t fall hopelessly behind. But, 

Marty writes, convenience is “not an 

unalloyed good.... Inconveniences 

can hold their own deep value, 

especially when they ask us to 

experience a larger life than the one 

we typically design around our 

personal comfort.” 
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Church Ladies Movie Club 
Monday, February 5 

The Church Ladies Movie Club will meet on Monday, 

February 5 at 6:30 pm in the Parlor. The evening’s 

movie will be Miss Potter, the biography of the 

children’s author Beatrix Potter. The story explores how 

she overcame a domineering mother and the 

chauvinism of Victorian England to become a world best

-selling author. Please join us in watching this whimsical 

movie and enjoy the refreshments provided. If you 

would like further information please contact Susan 

Linn at 248-310-4493/SLinn465@aol.com and feel free 

to bring a friend. 

Parents’ Night Out 
Saturday, February 10, 5-9 pm 

Attention, parents! Take advantage of a free night out 

without the kids. Drop them off at church, where they’ll 

enjoy games, crafts, a movie, and other activities led by 

adult and youth volunteers. We will have snacks 

available and will serve pizza for dinner. The nursery will 

also be open for the little ones under age three. 

Donations to the youth program will be accepted, but 

are not expected. Contact Kristen Anderson 

(kristen.r.anderson@gmail.com | 248.880.5047) for 

more information. RSVPs are appreciated  

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, February 11, after worship 

The session has called this meeting for the purpose of 

electing elders and deacons for the class of 2021.  

Sunday Brunch 
Sunday, February 18, after worship 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association. Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Campaign Feasibility Report 
Sunday, February 25, after worship 

This special congregational meeting has been called for 

the sole purpose of allowing John Laster of Horizons 

Stewardship to present the results of his campaign 

feasibility review to the whole congregation. This 

meeting will take place in Fellowship Hall and will last 

up to an hour. Coffee and refreshments will be 

provided, and extended care for children (including 

nursery) will be offered. 

Everyone Eats 
Wednesday, February 28 

 New sign up sheets are on the office windows for the 

2018 “Everyone Eats” lunch schedule. As usual, we will 

need 8-10 volunteers and 14 dozen cookies for each 

scheduled date. Volunteers meet at the Liberty door 

entrance of the church at 9:00 am to load supplies and 

car pool to Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. Cookies 

may be delivered to the MPC kitchen on the Sunday 

before or before 9:00 am on the dates we go to SOP.  

Please mark your calendar for our dates to serve in 

2018: March 28, April 25, May 23, June 27, July 25, 

August 22, September 26, October 24, November 28 

and December 26. 

Events & Activities 
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Chef Neff volunteered many Sunday evenings in the 

Fall/Winter of 2017 to prepare a meal for Sunday 

evening Youth Group gatherings. Due to an expected 

extended recovery period from a neck surgery, the 

Youth Group is seeking a person or team of people who 

would be willing to help prepare/serve a meal for 

our Sunday evening Youth Groups February 11, 18, and 

25. Contact Marcus if you would be willing to help  

Spring Hill 
During the weekend of February 2-4, MPC will send a 

group of 15 to Spring Hill Camp in Evart, MI. This 

weekend Youth retreat has become an annual tradition 

for MPC Youth Groups for well over a decade. Please 

pray for the Youth and the adult chaperones who will 

be going that they have a safe and fun time full of 

fellowship and faith! 

Mission Trip 
High School Youth are planning a mission trip to 

Philadelphia in early April during Spring Break. They will 

be working with students and staff at St. James School 

during their Spring Break: www.stjamesphila.org 

Confirmation 
Five Middle and High School students have recently 

begun their confirmation class process. This group will 

meet for a total of seven classes preparing for full MPC 

membership consideration. Be sure to encourage and 

pray for these dedicated Youth: Natalie Carey, Kristen 

Schang, Nathan Schang, Fletcher Smith, and Ella 

Warzecha.  

 

Music Groups Are Open to All 
A reminder that all are welcome to join the Chancel 

Choir. No audition necessary. Simply come to rehearsals 

Wednesdays 7:30-9 pm and Sundays 9:15-9:45 am. 

Praise Team (singers in grades K-5) rehearses 

Sundays 9:20-9:50 am in the Music Room. 

Kids Bells (ringers in grades K-5) rehearses 

Sundays 11:10-11:30 am in the Music Room. 

Contact Kim Ewald (ksewald45@aol.com) for details 

about these children’s music groups. 

Westminster Handbells rehearse Wednesdays 6:15-

7:15 pm in the Music Room. Contact Marilyn Burklund if 

you’re interested in joining this group. 

Community Handbell Concert 
Sunday, February 11, 3:00 pm 

HIGHLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Our own bell choir will join other choirs from the area in 

an afternoon of joyful ringing. Join us for an hour of 

song followed by snacks and fellowship.  

Youth 

Music 
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A Look Back 
Kids Will Be Kids 
The charming stories in this article are from the booklet 

“Echoes of Laughter” by Emily D. Ebert. 

The 1800s 
Children were always in danger of wandering too far and 

getting lost or, worse, never found. Wolves and Native 

Americans were the top concerns in this area.  

Schools were small and had limited supplies. Students wrote 

with quills or sharpened feathers from birds at home and 

dipped into ink. When the railroad came to town in the 1870s, 

everything changed. 

The Roaring ‘20s and ‘30s 
Kids in Milford kept busy: swimming at the Arch (railroad 

bridge)—where I, too, learned to swim—playing tag, singing 

and playing instruments. Favorite games were Hide-and-Seek, 

Ante-I-Over, and Pom-Pom Pullaway. A real favorite was Duck 

on the Rock (Google it). School dances were a popular activity, 

but at 8:30 the street lights came on and the streets emptied. 

In the winter, sledding and ice skating at the Mill Pond were 

family favorites. Canal Street would be blocked off so the 

children could sled down it. 4-H Club was popular as the kids 

raised animals for their projects and would proudly show them 

at the County Fair. 

Now don’t go thinking they had it made. There were many daily 

chores. Girls had to do laundry by hand and hang it out to dry. 

Babysitting would earn girls 10 cents/hour. Berry picking for the 

dinner dessert and—the least favorite—cleaning the huge milk 

pails used each day to milk the cows. 

Boys worked from 7-8:30 in the morning and again right after 

school. They could mow lawns for 25 cents each. Selling papers 

and working back on the farm at home were a few other 

common jobs for boys. 

The ‘50s Happy Days 
Old tires from gas stations were stacked for bonfires. Swimming 

in summer at the Arch was still “Cool.” Church and youth 

groups were well attended. Little girls played jacks (me too!) 

and jumped a lot of rope. Ice skates, a sled and their bikes were 

youngsters treasured possessions. A good hang-out was the 

“Teen Canteen”—somewhere downtown with a wood floor for 

roller-skating. 

Kids hung with their neighbor friends since their only 

transportation was their own two feet. A little league baseball 

team was started. The bus was the back of a pickup truck and 

uniforms were Jimmy Dean style blue jeans and a white t-shirt. 

A real stinky pastime (or in this case pass-out-time) was 

knocking over outhouses. Who still had those? 

The new Milford High School was built. It was so large that 

many could not even imagine walking the full distance of the 

school. Only one choice of food was served in the school 

cafeteria. Cooks would not let you take your tray back until you 

had eaten everything (even the dreaded spinach). 

Black and white television became the fad about then. Mostly 

wrestling (Dick the Bruiser), westerns (Roy Rogers and Lone 

Ranger) and the Ed Sullivan Show (Elvis the Pelvis). 

Mothers made their kids’ clothes. Beautiful clothes were made 

with lovely printed patterns from feed bags. My skin is itching 

as I write this. Kids used their noggins. Two taped Life 

magazines on their legs made nifty shin guards when ice 

skating. Cardboard made swell sleds. 

The Hippy ‘60s  
Time for drive-in eateries, car hops and loud, fast cars. A&W 

(Tasty Freeze) had a well-worn path from the High School. 

Milford was still a small farm town. City kids called us “hicks.” 

I’m sure those were fightin’ words to Milford boys and bloody 

noses abounded. 

You didn’t go to the Milford Show to see the movies. You went 

to see the Friday night fights: who got kicked out and who had 

whose arm around whom. They had their own bouncers. They 

would walk down the center aisle and shine their flashlights in 

your eyes and everyone else’s around you. If you were being 

rowdy or throwing popcorn boxes and candy at our tiny screen, 

you were sent outside to wait for your parents. 

Milford’s Present 
Kids nowadays don’t have a second to get bored. Sports, 

activities, and the game-changing (head down and thumbs 

flying) smart-phone saw to that.  

My sons Mike and Cody loved growing up in the township. A 

private pond for swimming and stocked with fish for fishing. 

Sledding and ice skating and playing cards in the basement. 

Hanging with the neighbor boys. 

Wait a minute! Where did I read that before? Sounds familiar. 

I would like to thank everyone for the kind words on my history 

articles. I enjoy writing them as much as you enjoy reading 

them. Lots more history to be had in 2018. 

Sandi Muirhead, MPC Historian 



February 2018 | Page 5 

The Milford Messenger 

 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, 

Christopher Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David 

& Barb Burtch, Liam Klagges, Bill & Linda Baden, Joy 

Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean McMullen, Jim Burley, Marty 

Martin, Sam Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Beaman 

Smith, Chris Beebee, Marie Webster, Tom Reynolds, 

Roger Voorheis, Barbara Good, George Wootton, Mary 

Weisheit, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Pat Oman, 

Larry Cepruen, David Renny, Jeannie Matson, Dorothy 

Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Chelsea Heron, Tom Neff, 

and all military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

• Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth 

• Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or 

add someone to our Prayer List. 

An Update from Gene Crockett 
Elder Sandi Muirhead received correspondence recently 

from Gene Crockett, and shares this update. 

Gene and Barb Crockett were members of our church 

for over fifty years. Barb started the Bell Choir, was 

church historian, and wrote our history book. Gene was 

the one who always wore one of those western tie 

things. Barb passed away in 2015 and Gene went to live 

with his daughter in Indiana in 2016. 

First of all, he wants his church family to know that he 

misses them terribly. He said that if he had a car he 

would be here in a minute. He wishes he was still at his 

farm on Old Plank Road. 

Last June Gene fell walking in his front door. He broke 

his right femur and was in rehab for over two months. 

He said he still has a little trouble walking. For those 

who do not know him, Gene is in his nineties. 

Gene writes that he has been gone for four years (really 

only 18 months , but who’s counting?). He enjoys being 

with his family, who is taking good care of him, but he 

misses everyone here. 

He really appreciates getting our monthly newsletter. 

He loves history and was always a fan of my articles. He 

must read them since he asked what “SOH” is (Spirit of 

Hope—from September’s newsletter). Being the sweet 

guy he is, he sent a check to MPC for sending him 

the newsletter every month. 

Community Notes 

My challenge to you—and to us as a church—as we 

begin the season of Lent is to embrace inconvenience: 

the inconveniences of life in community, the 

inconveniences of life with God, the inconveniences 

that draw us away from our diet of instant, customized 

convenience and instead draw us into something 

deeper. 

We’re going to keep posting sermons online for the 

foreseeable future. But, at the same time, together we 

can cultivate experiences of worship and fellowship 

that—however inconvenient—just can’t be matched by 

their digital echoes. And when someone asks you about 

it, instead of pointing them to a web site or a YouTube 

channel, you might feel the need to respond: “You just 

had to be there.” 

In Christ, 

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 
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The Worship Committee thanks the following people for 

un-decorating our church building on Saturday morning, 

January 6. 

Karol & Jerry Breen, Kristin Connolly, Ron Johnson, 

Marcus La Pratt, Joan & Dick Moore, Brook Qualman, 

Jack & Carol Smith, Hal & Jackie Swenson, Bob & Sandy 

Trombley, Dick Wilson 

Un-decorating is not an exciting task, but one that 

needed to be done. We thank you for your dedication, 

time and effort! 

 Bob Trombley 

The Brotherly Love Truck Ministry wishes to thank the 

congregation for another much appreciated donation to 

our mission. We celebrated the holiday season with 

several events held at the NSO Tumaini Homeless 

Shelter, which included a fried chicken dinner, raffles, 

and gift bags for all consumers. As always, it was joyous 

occasion for everyone attending. 

In December our ministry was very fortunate to receive 

a generous donation of new children’s winter clothing. 

The donation consisted of 50 new coats, and numerous 

hats, gloves and scarves, which we delivered to the 

Second Mile Center in East Detroit. Another delivery 

to the Center in January included twelve gallons of 

fruit juice syrup and a much needed leather couch. We 

will be working closely with Second Mile Center to help 

with some of their current needs.  Thank you again for 

your generosity. 

 Susan Linn and Dave Muirhead

 Brotherly Love Truck Ministry  

 for the Homeless.  

At its stated meeting on Tuesday, January 16, the session took the following actions: 

• reviewed the membership roll (total membership as of January 16 is 468); 

• re-elected Bruce Gilbert to serve as Clerk of Session and Harold Swenson to serve as Treasurer; 

• called a congregational meeting for Sunday, February 11, for the purpose of electing officers; and 

• called a congregational meeting for Sunday, February 25, for the purpose of receiving the feasibility study 

report from Horizons Stewardship consultant John Laster. 

The next stated session meeting is Tuesday, February 20, at 7:00 pm. 

Session Report 

This ‘n’ That 
Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

at (248) 882-4415 or hanneloreetb@gmail.com. 

Thank You! 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the 

Parlor. Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738 

Church World Services Blanket Drive 
The Deacons are promoting the Church World Services 

blanket drive during February, $10 will cover the cost of 

a blanket. These blankets are distributed world wide to 

people in need, oftentimes as the result of a natural 

disaster or war. A “Blanket Donation” envelope can be 

found with your offering envelopes or there will be 

special envelopes in the pew racks. Thank you for your 

generosity.  

Get Involved 

Worship 
Ash Wednesday Dinner & Worship 
Wednesday, February 14 

DINNER 6-6:45 PM | WORSHIP 6:45-7:30 PM 

Lent is the period of time leading up to Easter that for 

centuries has been a time of self-reflection for 

Christians—a time to realign priorities, renew 

commitment, and draw closer to the God who has 

redeemed us in Christ. Join us for worship as we begin 

the season of Lent with the imposition of ashes—a 

symbol of our sin and our mortality—so that we can 

celebrate with joy on Easter the good news that both 

our sin and our mortality have been overcome in Christ. 

NOTE: No Wednesday Night Live on February 7 

“Wanderers” 
New Sermon Series for Lent 

Before the people of God were ushered into the 

Promised Land, they spent forty years wandering in the 

wilderness. For Israel, it was a necessary season to 

purge them of their stubborn insistence on returning to 

their predictable past, and a season to train them to 

trust in the God who had liberated them from 

oppression. So many centuries later, we still wander, we 

still are anxious about an uncertain future, and we still 

struggle to trust in God. This Lent, we come to terms 

with our wandering and we fix our eyes upon the one 

who has made a path through the wilderness. 
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