Milford Presbyterian Church
238 North Main Street, Milford, Michigan 48381
www.milfordpc.org

messenger
THE MILFORD

From the Pastor
This will be Reid’s first Christmas. He
joined the Anderson family back in
April, and it’s hard to believe eight
months have gone by so quickly. But
this presents his parents with a
problem. Namely, toys. We have a
lot of toys. At Reid’s age, toys know
no gender, so you can imagine that
with three older siblings and their
various leftover items, we have
accumulated quite a stockpile. In
fact, there are still some toys that
Reid has never seen because they’re
packed away in boxes, waiting to be
revealed at such a time as he tires of
the current supply. Herein lies the
rub: we would love to buy him a new
toy or two for Christmas, but we’re
already up to our eyeballs in lovingly
used, half-forgotten playthings.

Generally speaking, this is the way it
is with toys, isn’t it? They burn hot
and bright at the very beginning, but
the luster wears off quickly, and then
they’re shelved or boxed, perhaps
never to be used again. And the
nature of Christmas today—a sackful
of new things being dumped upon
our children and grandchildren all at
once—only makes matters worse.
Novelty itself becomes the thrill,
newness the stimulant, and the
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substance of the object fades to the
background. And because novelty is
by definition a fleeting sensation,
there is an inevitable disappointment
that settles in, which we seek to fill
with the next new thing.
We’re not talking just about toys
anymore, are we?

Newness is about hope. Our love of
new things ultimately boils down to
the fundamental human need to
have something to hope for,
something to place hope in,
something to derive hope from. At
its simplest, hope is the confidence
that tomorrow will be better than
today.
Hope for the world seems to be in
short supply these days. Hatred and
violence rule the headlines, tribalism
and misunderstanding rule public
discourse, and helplessness tends to
rule our outlook on everything going
on around us. Faced with what might
naturally lead us to despair, we seek
hope. New things can inject hope
into our lives like a shot in the arm,
but this hope fades all too quickly.
We are like an erratic compass,
spinning wildly in search of magnetic

north, unable to filter out all the
interference that surrounds us.
Think of Advent as our annual break
from that interference that confuses
our thought and weighs down our
spirit. During Advent, our compass
has a chance to re-center, realign,
reset—to find true north again.

Advent means “coming” or “arrival,”
and it is a season of waiting. But it is
important that we are clear on
precisely what we are waiting for.
We are not, strictly speaking, waiting
for the incarnation—the birth of
baby Jesus, the coming of God in the
flesh; that is already done, and we
celebrate that arrival all season long.
But scripture tells us that Christ will
come again and that the work that
God began long ago will one day be
made complete in Christ.
This second coming signals to us that
God is doing a new thing in Christ—
not new like toys that will be
unwrapped on Christmas and then
cast aside a short time later, but
really new. Surprising. Unexpected.
Revolutionary. This new thing—in
contrast to all the other “new” things
in life that we long for—is the only
real source of hope, the only real
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Events & Activities
The Christmas Story

Sunday Brunch

After worship in the chapel

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a
delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by
MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association. Suggested
donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five,
and $10 for the whole family.

December 3, 10, 17

As Christmas approaches, let’s spend some time taking
a careful look at the way that the different gospels
narrate and frame the coming of the long-expected
Messiah. The two accounts we rely on most—Matthew
and Luke—tell very different stories. Mark says nothing
about Jesus’ birth. And John is in a world all his own
with highly philosophical and metaphorical language.
Though they do not always agree, the four gospels
together provide a fuller picture of what God has done
for us in Christ.

Church Ladies Movie Club
Monday, December 4

The CLMC will meet for our Christmas movie on
Monday, December 4th at 6:30 PM. The movie will be
Mrs. Miracle. An overwhelmed widower hires a
housekeeper to help him with his unruly six year old
twins sons. She quickly becomes an irreplaceable
nanny, chef, friend, and matchmaker.
The movie will be shown in the Church Parlor starting at
6:30 PM and refreshments will be provided. We had the
largest attendance for our movie club at the last movie
in October and I hope everyone will return again in
December. If you would like to join use, please contact
Susan Linn at 248-310-4493/SLinn465@aol.com or
come to the Parlor at 6:30 PM.

Advent Workshop

Sunday, December 10, 4pm
A fellowship event for all ages.
We’re excited to announce the return of our Advent
Workshop! This is an event to bring the whole church
together to celebrate the start of the Advent season. A
number of activities will be available, some perfect for
children, others for whole families and the young at
heart. We invite you to bring along some finger foods to
be shared.
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Sunday, December 17, after worship

Everyone Eats

Wednesday, December 20, 27
In cooperation with the other churches involved with
the “Everyone Eats” program (Grosse Pointe Memorial,
First Presbyterian, South Lyon, Jefferson Avenue
Presbyterian, Novi Presbyterian, and Northville
Presbyterian) about 90 people were served a wonderful
Thanksgiving meal of Turkey and all the fixings on
November 22.
We will also team up to serve a special Christmas ham
dinner on December 20th and a New Year’s Eve lunch
with Pizza on December 27.
Please mark your calendar for our dates to serve in
2018; January 24, February 28, March 28, April 25, May
23, June 27, July 25, August 22, September 26, October
24, November 28 and December 26. New sign-up sheets
will be placed on the office window for these dates as
both volunteers and cookies will be needed then.

Euchre Tournament
Saturday, January 20

On January 20 we will have a euchre tournament in
Fellowship Hall with “wonderful” prizes. You don’t want
to miss this. It doesn’t matter if you have a partner or
not, just come and have fun. Uno and other games will
be available for the kids and those adults who don’t
want to play euchre. Come one, come all for a night of
fun!
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Music
Christmas Cantata
December 15 & 17

How Should a King Come? is the title of this year’s
Christmas Cantata. The message of this musical story
invites us to question our expectations of royalty. Do
you imagine castles, jewels, ballrooms, and gowns? Or
hay, a newborn, innocence, and humility? The Chancel
Choir’s songs will be enhanced by soloists, a vocal trio,
narrations, a percussionist, Rick Moore on piano, and a
cast of actors performing a special story of hope and
love. The performances are free (donations will be
accepted) and will take place on Friday, December 15,
at 7 pm and Sunday, December 17, at 5:30 pm in the
MPC sanctuary. The Sunday performance will begin with
musical selections by the MPC children’s Praise Team
and Kids Bells groups.

The Chancel Choir will not have regular Wednesday
rehearsals on December 20 (see below) and December
27.

Christmas Caroling
December 20

Christmas Caroling at Greenfield Village (Dearborn) will
take place on Wednesday, December 20 in the evening.
Stay tuned for more details. All are welcome!
On Wednesday, December 20, all at MPC are invited to
join the Chancel Choir at a special evening of caroling in
Greenfield Village. A sign-up sheet is posted on the MPC
office window. Each caroler will be given free admission
to “Holiday Nights” at Greenfield Village in exchange for
caroling throughout the evening. Contact Marcus for
more information.

Youth
MPC Youth raised over $1,400 during their 30-Hour
Famine in late November to help end world hunger.
Thank you to all who pledged and contributed to these
efforts.

join (no cost for adult volunteers). Please contact
Marcus if you’re interested in joining!

Mission Trip

There will be two Sunday evening Youth Group
meetings in December... the 3rd and the 10th- both at
6:30PM in Fellowship Hall. Dinner will be provided.

High School Youth are planning a mission trip to
Philadelphia in early April during Spring Break. They will
be working with students and staff at St. James School
during their Spring Break: www.stjamesphila.org

Cantata

Confirmation

Several Youth will be participating in the December 15
& 17 performances of the Christmas Cantata. Please
come and support Fiona Bracken, Grace Carey,
Mackenzie Collins, and Lily Gatesman as they perform
with the Adult Chancel Choir and others for this special
presentation.

Spring Hill
In early February, MPC Youth will head to SPRING HILL
for a two-night retreat of sledding, worship, fellowship,
broomball, and more! All 6th-12th graders are invited!
Cost is $187 per Youth. Adult volunteers are needed to
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Confirmation Classes will begin in mid January. Youth
who are in 6th Grade or older, and who have not been
through confirmation, are encouraged to participate in
this meaningful experience of classes led by Pastor
Bryant and Marcus. Completing this series of seven
confirmation classes prepares Youth to formally become
members of MPC. Confirmation classes will meet after
service for approximately one hour on the following
dates: Jan. 14 & 28, Feb. 18, Mar. 4 & 18, Apr. 15, and
May 6. A special dinner for Confirmands and their
families will take place on Saturday, May 12. For more
information, please contact Marcus or Pastor Bryant.

A Look Back
Jingle Bells - X-Rated?
What? It can’t be! No way! “Jingle Bells” is one of
America’s most popular Christmas sing-a-longs EVER!
Who doesn’t sing it about a bazillion times during the
holidays? James Lord Pierpont composed the melody and
lyrics in 1857 and was titled “The One Horse Open
Sleigh.” The song tells the tale of the famous sleigh races
in Medford, Massachusetts held on Salem Street in the
early 1800’s.
Legend has it the song “One Horse Open Sleigh” was
meant for Pierpont’s father’s Sunday School class for
Thanksgiving, but history disputes this because they
thought that the lyrics were too racy to be sung by a
sweet, precious children’s choir. It’s the last stanza
everyone, so Google, Siri or Alexa it and you can draw
your own conclusions. I read it... got it... over it.
Some of the lyrics are now a little different than back in
the day. “Fields” replaced “hills,” “what fun” replaced
“what sport,” and “Oh! what fun” replaced “Oh! what
joy.”
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musical instruments played in
space.
When did “Jingle Bells” really start
to become so popular as a
Christmas song, you ask?
Phonograph records and later
radio allowed the song to be
heard by a national audience.
Among all the recordings it was
Bing Crosby with the Andrew Sisters that made the song
the most popular. Their 1943 recording is one of the most
often heard today during the holiday season. Now, one
hundred and sixty years after being published as “Jingle
Bells,” there are billions of listeners who know and love
to sing along to this crowd-pleasing song. But when you
hear the lyrics, Christmas is never mentioned because,
remember, it was for Thanksgiving. But we associate the
winter scene, horse drawn sleighs, riding through the
snow, and singing with Christmas.

The first bells came from China. Other ancient religions
and societies used them for their ceremonies also. The
church did not use bells until the 6th century. In Medieval
Although intended for the Thanksgiving season, the song
Europe they were used to warn the Devil of the coming
became associated with the Christmas season after it was
birth of the Christ who would save the world from
performed in 1857. Some choirs adopted it as part of
darkness and sin.
their repertoire in the 1860s and ‘70s. It was featured in a
The bells used by Santa’s “helpers” for charity came from
variety of parlor-song and college collections in the
the Middle Ages when the poor rang hand bells for alms.
1880s. A popular song in minstrel shows and was first
recorded in 1889 on an Edison cylinder.
So next time you sing “Jingle Bells” in mixed company you
might think twice! Just kidding… Sing loud and proud! Got
On December 16, 1965, a real cool Christmas thing
a favorite Christmas song? Mine? You’re gonna laugh
happened that was “Out of this World”!
now: “Christmas Vacation” from National Lampoon’s
Wally Schirra and Tom Stafford of the Gemini 6 played a
Christmas Vacation, sung by Mavis Staples from the
prank on Mission Control. They said they saw some kind
famous Staple Singers. You know the song. Got to love
of U.F.O., stating that the pilot was “wearing a red suit.”
those Griswolds! Christmas would not be the same
They then began to play “Jingle Bells” on a smuggled
without them.
harmonica (a Honers’s Little Lady which by the way was
So keep jingling and hip hip hooray it’s almost Christmas
only one inch long by 3/8 of an inch wide) backed by
Vacation.
jingling sleigh bells. Those sneaky little NASA space
cadets! (Sounds like a Marcus thing to me.)
Sandy Muirhead, MPC Historian
What is way cooler is that those instruments are now on
display at the Smithsonian National Air and Space
Museum in Washington D.C. and considered the first

December 2017 | Page 4

The Milford Messenger

Community Notes
In Our Thoughts & Prayers
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker,
Christopher Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David
and Barb Burtch, Liam Klagges, Bill Baden, Joy Ballard,
Steve Baker, Sean McMullen, Jim Burley, Marty Martin,
Sam Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Terry Chase,
Beaman Smith, Durk Knebler, Chris Beebee, Marie
Webster, Tom Reynolds, Vince Ruggers, Roger Voorheis,
Randy Fields, Barbara Good, George Wootton, Mary
Weisheit, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, John Neff,
Pat Oman, Larry Cepruen, David Renny, Jeannie
Matson, Dorothy Bonnell-Tracy, Eddie Bahan, Eileen
Cronin, Chelsea Heron, and all military personnel of our
congregation.

Service persons of our congregation:
•
•
•
•

Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan
AP2 Kevin Warford
Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth
Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add
someone to our Prayer List.

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
source of the Christian confidence that tomorrow will
be better than today.
This Advent, we will reflect on the new thing that God is
doing in Christ. I hope and pray that through the
excitement and stress of this season, you will find
moments where your compass stops spinning and

points north, locked onto the living hope that does not
disappoint.
In Christ,

Snow Birds

Stephen Ministry

Please let the church office know if you are
leaving town for the winter. We would love to
stay in contact with you while you’re away. Call
248-684-2805 or email jmorton@milfordpc.org
with your winter address and phone.

You Can Play an Important Role in Our Stephen Ministry...
… Because you may know of a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who is going through a difficult time and who
could benefit from the focused care, encouragement, and support of a Stephen Minister. If you know of someone
who is going through a rough time, contact Pastor Bryant (248-684-2805); Sandy Trombley (248-887-2878); or Gayle
Lafferty (248-343-4448). They can talk with you about how we can connect the person you know with one of our
Stephen Ministers. It’s a great way for you to show how much you care!

December 2017 | Page 5

The Milford Messenger

Session Report

At its stated meeting on Tuesday, November 14, the session took the following actions:
•
•

approved changes to the membership roll (total membership as of November 14 is 469);
agreed to a contract with John Laster of Horizons Stewardship to provide consulting services for a possible
2018 capital fundraising campaign; and
• established as policy that requests for weddings that do not involve the participation of the pastor will be
declined.
The next stated session meeting is Tuesday, December 19 , at 7:00 pm.

This ‘n’ That
Chancel Flowers

Izzard Memorial Garden

If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in
honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a
special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can
also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms.

Niches are available for members and their immediate
family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are
interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop
at (248) 882-4415 or hanneloreetb@gmail.com.

Thank You!
My heart overflows with sincere gratitude for the many
prayers, thoughts, comments, notes, cards, etc.
regarding my recent surgery. Not only did they comfort
and encourage me, they directly influenced my now
being cancer free. Praise our Lord for God is truly Good!
Thank you all!
Virginia Mantela
The members of the Worship-Decoration Committee
thank the many people who helped to decorate our
church building for the holidays after worship on
November 26. Everyone who participated was invited
to eat a delicious meal provided by the Membership
and Fellowship Committee after the decorating was
finished. We also thank all those who prepared and
served the food and then cleaned up afterward. John
Heywood once said “Many hands make light work.”
If you are able to join us to help un-decorate the church
on Saturday, January 6, 2018 at 9:30 AM, we would
appreciate the help!
Bob Trombley
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The Big Reveal was a big hit in downtown Milford with
families streaming in to pet goats and meet our live
nativity for about an hour straight! We’ve heard from
numerous sources that our display was the talk of the
town. What a fun time greeting our community in love!
A huge thank you to Fred and Dianna Speier and Katie
and Chuck Burley, our goat-poo and straw clean up
crew. The front entrance has never been so spotless!
Katie Burley was also the tape-guru wrapping the front
doors. Marcus LaPratt recruited both youth and choir
members as a choral welcome literally singing in the
streets with songbooks in hand! Thanks also to Fred
Speier and Stephanie and Michael Wiseman, there have
never been such generous wisemen! The Church on the
Corner showed up amazingly with love and welcome
and only three days notice, so proud to be a part of this
church!
Kristen Anderson

The Milford Messenger

Get Involved
Bible Study Opportunities

Meals on Wheels

Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available
here at MPC

Thank you to all who have volunteered to drive for
Meals on Wheels this year. It is greatly appreciated by
our clients. I am looking for one more person or couple
to add to our driver group. Once a month or once every
other month, drivers drive approximately 25 miles in
three hours delivering meals to approximately 24
grateful senior citizens in our area. Occasional or
seasonal drivers would also help immensely. Please
contact Kathy Donn at 248-245-8037 or
kathledon@aol.com.

Adult Bible Study
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room.
Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702.

Women’s Agape Circle
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the
Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779.

Women’s Hope Circle
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the
Parlor. Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489.

Men’s Weekly Bible Study
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor.
Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878.

Community Women’s Bible Study
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster
Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738

Another Way Pregnancy Center (AWPC)
Bottles will be available on Sunday, January 7 for you to
collect coins, currency and/or checks for AWPC
(Another Way Pregnancy Center/A Woman’s Pregnancy
Choice). Bottles will be collected on February 4.

Winter Coat and Boot Drive
The Mission Committee will have a blue bin in
Fellowship Hall during January to collect donations of
used coats, jackets, and boots for children and youth.
We will deliver donated items to the Second Mile
Center of Detroit.

Worship
Christmas Eve Worship
Family Service, 7 pm

With music from our Praise Team Children’s Choir and Children’s Handbells.
This service is designed with children and families in mind. It’s loud, and that’s the way we like it, so don’t worry if
your kids have a hard time sitting still for a church service.
The nursery will be available for children up to 36 months of age.

Candlelight Service, 9 pm
With music from our Chancel Choir and Bell Choir
This service will celebrate the coming of the Christ child with beautiful music, the singing of carols, readings from
scripture, and a Christmas message, and the service will end in candlelight.
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Return Service Requested
Time Value

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!”
Isaiah 52:7

Staff & Contact
Bryant Anderson, Pastor
banderson@milfordpc.org

Marilyn Burklund, Wedding Coordinator

Dates to Remember
December 3, 10, 17
The Christmas Story Class

mjburklund@aol.com

Kelly Carey, Sunday School Coordinator

December 10

kcarey@milfordpc.org

Advent Workshop

Marcus LaPratt, Music Director
mlapratt@milfordpc.org

Marcus LaPratt, Youth Director
Rick Moore, Organist
Jen Morton, Office Administrator
jmorton@milfordpc.org

Harold Swenson, Treasurer
hswenson@milfordpc.org
Office Hours: Tu - Fr, 9:30 am - 2:30 pm
Phone: 248.684.2805
Email: admin@milfordpc.org
Web: www.milfordpc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/milfordpc

December 15, 17
Christmas Cantata

December 17
Sunday Brunch

