
In the 16th century, the monks of 

the Dominican order had been given 

a special task by the pope. They were 

to travel around Christian lands, 

offering people the opportunity to 

buy indulgences from the treasury of 

merits. This treasury was made up of 

all the extra merits of the saints 

which were not needed for their 

salvation, and their disposition was 

the responsibility of the pontiff. 

The sale of these indulgences was 

originally conceived as a means to 

help pay for the crusades, serving as 

a substitute for those who could not 

make the trek themselves (women, 

the aged, etc.). A crusade was a sure-

fire way to pay down any 

outstanding debt that one might 

owe because of one’s sins, and 

indulgences made that absolution 

available to all—for the right price, 

of course. 

This was already a well-established 

practice for the church, but in the 

16th century things took a fateful 

turn. Pope Leo X was busy building 

St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome and 

amassing colossal debt. In order to 

pay back the debt, Leo deputized the 

Dominicans and sent them abroad to 

sell as many indulgences as they 

could. Most of the funds raised 

would be returned to Rome, but the 

Dominicans could make a little 

scratch along the way as well. Given 

this financial incentive, the 

Dominicans got very creative. Rather 

than applying indulgences only to 

specific sins already committed 

(which was how they had always 

been used in the past), the 

Dominicans were eager to extend 

the power of indulgences even to 

sins yet uncommitted. This noble 

order was converted overnight into a 

band of traveling salesmen, hawking 

eternal salvation for their temporal 

profit. 

Frederick the Wise, prince of 

Electoral Saxony in the Holy Roman 

Empire (modern-day Germany), was 

not at all pleased that these monks 

were traipsing through his lands, 

fleecing his people of their hard-

earned money, and sending that 

money away to Rome. As a result, 

Frederick banned the Dominicans 

from his territory. Wanting to do his 

part to support Frederick, an up-and-

coming theologian at the University 

of Wittenberg by the name of Martin 

Luther did what a good doctor of 

theology ought to do in such 

circumstances: he challenged the 

Dominicans to a debate. 

The way that a debate was initiated 

at this time was by posting the points 

to be debated—theses—to the 

university bulletin board—in the 

case of the University of Wittenberg, 

this was the chapel door. On October 

31, 1517, Martin Luther posted 95 

theses opposing the sale of 

indulgences. Quite ironically, the 

debate never took place (remember, 

Frederick had banned the 

Dominicans, so no one could appear 

to oppose Luther). But word of his 

theses spread, the dominoes began 

to fall, and the Protestant 

Reformation was born. 

This year marks the 500th 

anniversary of that moment, widely 

regarded as the beginning of the 

Reformation. Since we are 

approaching a significant anniversary 

of this central historical moment, we 

will spend all of September and 

October looking closely at what the 

Reformation was, and what it still 

means for us today. The sermons will 

focus on the critical theological 

substance of the Reformation, and 

starting later this month I will lead a 
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MPW Pie Sale 
September 17 

Mark you calendar and plan to join the MPW for their 

annual pie sale in conjunction with the Milford 

Historical Society’s Home Tour and the Downtown Car 

Show. You can bake a pie, or just purchase and enjoy 

one. To volunteer that morning to sell pie and coffee or 

with questions contact Nellie Corey at 

nellie.corey@comcast.net. 

Meet the Reformers 
September 17 - October 8 

As we prepare to mark the 500th anniversary of the 

Protestant Reformation, we will take some time to get 

to know some of the key figures from that movement. 

Each week we will gather in the chapel after worship to 

focus on a different reformer, learning about their 

background, significance, and their influence on the 

Protestant churches of today. Led by Pastor Anderson. 

Blood Drive 
October 2 

The Red Cross will be taking over our Fellowship Hall on 

Monday, October 2nd. Please consider donating blood! 

Visit www.redcross.org to make an appointment or 

contact Barb Klein at 248-437-6192. 

Wednesday Night Live 
October 4 

Our first WNL of the year is October 4, 6-7:30 pm. After 

enjoying fellowship, a delicious dinner, and trivia, we 

will all get our hands busy in support of the Second Mile 

Center in Detroit. Second Mile is an center established 

by women of the Detroit Presbytery that provides a 

loving, safe Christian environment/programs for 

children preschool through high school year round. We 

will assemble craft kits their after school program. 

CROP Walk 
October 8 

The CROP Hunger Walk is an interdenominational 

community wide event held each fall for the purpose of 

raising funds to respond to international hunger and 

disaster relief, as well as critical local hunger needs. 

Church World Service is dedicated to providing “tools” 

to help people in crisis around the world. 

On Sunday, October 8th at 2:00pm, we can put our faith 

into action by walking in the CWS Huron Valley Crop 

Hunger Walk 2017. 25% of the funds raised will be given 

to our local emergency food provider, Community 

Sharing. 

Please call Dianna Speier at 248-931-6672. 

New Member Class Forming 
If you are interested in becoming a member of our 

church, or would like to learn more about who we are 

and what we are about, we would love to have you 

participate in our new member class. The class consists 

of two gatherings—October 15 & 22—both taking place 

immediately following worship, lasting roughly an hour. 

Contact the church office for more information or to 

sign up. 

Events & Activities 

Snow Birds 
Please let the church office know if you are 

leaving town for the winter. We would love to 

stay in contact with you while you’re away. Call 

248-684-2805 or email jmorton@milfordpc.org 

with your winter address and phone. 
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few “Meet the Reformers” classes, where we will focus 

on some key figures of this movement. 

It is my hope that as we reflect together on this 

foundational moment, we will come to a clearer 

understanding of who we are as Presbyterians, and that 

we will discover the ways that God is still calling us to 

reform. 

In Christ, 

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

Share your Christian love through the “Together in Service Fall Ingathering” 

The women of Milford Presbyterian Church join together with women from Presbyterian churches through the 

Presbytery of Detroit to gather clothing and other needed items for over 30 agencies within the Presbytery that help 

poor children and families. Please check the MPW bulletin Board in Fellowship Hall, take a heart, purchase the item, 

tape the heart to the item, and place it in the tub under the bulletin board. All items are due by October 1, 2017. 

Many of the items are also listed below. 

MPW “Ingathering” 

1 Mens size XL sweatshirt 2 pkg Mens size M underwear 1 Men’s hat & mittens 

1 Mens size XL sweat pants 2 pkg Womens size S underwear 2 Women’s hat & mittens 

2 Womens size L sweatshirts 2 pkg Boys size L underwear 1 Boy’s hat & mittens 

1 Womens size L sweat pants 4 pkg Girls size S underwear 1 Girl’s hat & mittens 

2 Boys size M sweatshirts 2 pkg Mens socks 2 bath towel and washcloth sets 

2 Boys size M pants 2 pkg Womens socks 1 twin size quilt or comforter 

2 Girls size S sweatshirts 2 pkg Boys socks 1 twin size sheet set 

2 Girl’s size M pants 2 pkg Girls socks 2 full size quilts or comforters 

1 size 3T toddler outfit 2 pkg disposable diapers 4 baby receiving blankets 

1 Boys size S navy or black pants 2 baby wipes 1 backpack 

1 Girls size M navy or black pants 1 baby formula, can powder  

2 Children’s Bibles (New International 

Reader’s Version) 

2 Children’s or infant’s toys, books, 

games (no stuffed animals) 

 

This ‘n’ That 
Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

(248-882-4415 | hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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A Look Back 
A Pastor, A Pig, and a Passel of 
Presbyterians 
Let’s refresh your memory from the June article about Spirit 

of Hope. In 2006 Faith Memorial (from across the street) 

and Trinity Episcopal merged and the new congregation was 

called Spirit of Hope. 

Like I mentioned before, it looks like a castle tower. The 

gargoyle rain spouts impressed me the most. 

Spirit of Hope worships at 5:00 on Saturdays. Some of our 

members want to attend a evening service in September. 

SOH serves 400 hot meals per week on Wednesday and 

Saturday. It has seven 12-step recovery meetings. Their food 

pantry supplies 60 families with food, it is LGBT affirming, 

and distributes HIV prevention and safe sex kits. 

A big community program is Spirit Farm, a four city block 

garden that produces fresh produce and education to youth 

and adults alike. They also have Yoga in the garden during 

the week: Downward Dog in the Dirt (I made that up). 

The biggest factor is SOH is a safe space for the ridiculed, 

abused and neglected in their city. 

Their young pastor, Matthew Bode, is from Milwaukee and 

attended College in Iowa and New York. He was a student 

pastor in Detroit and was assigned to Spirit of Hope when 

finishing his schooling. 

At this time the Jefferies Housing Project had just closed. 

The Jefferies Project was built for whites west of Woodward. 

The federal government built the Brewster-Douglass Project 

for the black community on the east side of Detroit. The 

neighborhood had an identity crisis after the white 

community left the area. 

Pastor Bode paved the way for the 2006 merger of the two 

churches. That was probably a piece of cake compared to 

what he did in 2004. It was then he told his congregation he 

was gay. He said he came out to his family and friends while 

in seminary first. It was a learning curve for both. Something 

very new and not really talked about. They now are totally 

supportive and accepting of who he is. 

Now for his flock, the reactions are what you probably 

would expect: some positive and some not so positive. 

Members left the church in protest and power struggles 

emerged. There was division within 

the community and church. 

Most of their congregation is 

heterosexual. But everyone in his 

church family wants to be part of a 

welcoming place with no 

preference to gender, sexual 

orientation, income, or church 

history. 

Due to being LGBT-affirming, they do HIV prevention. They 

can freely discuss sex and other uncomfortable issues not 

just in church but outside the church. No shame, guilt, or 

regret has a place at Spirit of Hope. 

Every fourth Wednesday, MPC serves SOH clients. Other 

churches working with us are South Lyon Presbyterian, Novi 

Faith Community, Northville Presbyterian, South and Gross 

Pointe Memorial. MPC served hot dogs years ago every 

month at a different location. After many years, Northville 

Presbyterian came to us last fall and asked us to join them 

again. And so we did and here we are. 

We can serve from 75 to 150. It just depends of the 

weather, time of month and so on. You never know how 

many. We opt for 150 each week. The verdict is in and the 

clients asked for coney islands. When in the “D” eat coneys. 

They get two coneys with onions, a veggie, a fruit or side 

dish, and homemade cookies baked from our congregation. 

Juice and water is also served. Our “Cookie and Cup Lady” is 

Martha who goes to that church. Don’t mess with Martha 

and try to take her job. We give her our leftover sweets to 

take to her Bible Study after lunch. 

“Big Norm”, who’s favorite word is “Maaaannnnnnnnnn” is 

our “GO TO GUY.” He is SOH’s Keeper of the Keys , 

dishwasher, garden waterer, feeds A.J. and does dozens of 

others jobs for SOH. 

You have to meet A.J. Hamshank, who lives in the Urban 

Garden. He’s a very large potbellied pig with attitude and 

one broken tusk. He gets all the leftovers and he looks it. 

A special thanks to Ginny O’Brien who does all the ordering 

of food for us, picks it up and delivers to the church. She also 

makes tons of delish food for us to serve on our Wednesday. 

Raise your hand if you have volunteered and gone down on 

our Wednesday! Wow, that many!!! A big MPC thank you to 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5 
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all of you. 

In August we had two Wednesdays, the 23rd and 30th. We 

were serving due to a fifth Wednesday that month. It is 

Tiger Day and we will be wearing Tiger attire and serving 

ball park food. Of course coneys, nachos and cheese, 

watermelon, popcorn and those tube popsicle things. A 

good time is had by all down in the SOH basement kitchen. 

The Youth are invited that day. 

We welcome anyone to join us at SOH. We leave around 

9:15 from the church, make food from 10:00 to 12:00 and 

serve from 12:00 to 1: 00. We do not have to clean up. Just 

what we take home. Norm does that. You are welcome to 

grab a lunch there of coneys or go to lunch with us after. 

Every month we pick a new place to try. Tom Neff and 

Charlie Cardinale are also up for this. So far Bobcat 

Bonnie’s has been a winner. In August we went to the 

famous El Barzon, an Italian/Mexican restaurant I have 

heard about for years. If you would like to go to SOH but 

cannot go to lunch, Virginia Mantela, our SOH coordinator, 

has graciously offered to bring you home after serving. 

Sign up sheets are on the office window for serving and for 

making cookies. Both are greatly appreciated. 

Questions? Contact: Virginia Mantela 

vae.piemaker@gmail.com or 810-388-8168 (call or text) 

Sandy Muirhead, 

MPC Historian 

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4 

On Wednesday, August 23, we served lunch for 

“Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  The 

lunch included two grilled Sloppy Joes, potato chips, 

green beans, cookies and punch. We served 140 guests. 

We thank all the wonderful and generous volunteers 

who helped make this possible. Thank you Tom Neff, 

Marlene Neff, Mike Nave, Leslie Nave, Tom Combs, John 

McGrath, Cindy Moore, Hanne Bishop, and Maureen 

Bonhard who helped prepare and serve the meal. 

Special thanks to Ginny O’Brien for doing the shopping.  

Also, many thanks to Pat Gordon, Cindy Moore, and 

Mary McFarland for the delicious cookies they baked. 

We returned to Everyone Eats for the fifth Wednesday, 

August 30 as well. We used the “Detroit Tigers” as our 

theme and youth of the church also helped out. We 

served coney dogs, nachos, popcorn, watermelon and 

freeze pops, and punch. 

Our next regularly scheduled day to serve will be on 

Wednesday, September 27. We welcome additional 

volunteers. We will again need 14 dozen cookies. 

Remember to sign up on the sheets on the church office 

window to participate on September 27, October 25, 

November 22, and December 27. 

Everyone Eats 

The Matson family would like to thank everyone for their prayers, support, food and visits while Jeannie has been on 

the mend. Your love and support has meant more to us than you will ever know and restricting visitors was as 

difficult as it was necessary to her recovery. We look forward to spending time with you once Jeannie is healthier and 

more able to participate. 

Thank You! 
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Make a Joyful Noise! 
There are so many opportunities to make music at MPC. 

Everyone is encouraged to find one or more of these 

groups where they can put their musical gifts to use for 

God. 

Chancel Choir 
Attention all singers (which means anyone who can 

speak)! Join the MPC Adult Choir, where auditions and 

an ability to read music are NOT required! You simply 

need a desire in your heart to worship. We meet 

Wednesdays in the sanctuary from 7:30-9pm. There is 

no attendance commitment requirement. Come when 

(and as often as) you can! Marcus LaPratt, Director. 

Westminster Handbell Ensemble 
Attention all ringers (which means anyone who can hold 

a utensil)! Join the Westminster Handbell ensemble! 

This group works together to form a unique instrument 

that requires 20 hands all working “in concert” with one 

another. This ensemble requires a more dedicated 

commitment to rehearsals than a vocal choir. If you are 

able to commit to praising God through this unique and 

beautiful instrument, please prayerfully consider joining 

this adult handbell ensemble. Music-reading skills are 

helpful. But if you’ve never rung handbells before, don’t 

let that stop you. This is a friendly, welcoming, and 

encouraging group that will help new members feel at 

ease. Marilyn Burklund, Director. 

Children’s Groups 
Attention all K-5 graders! An exciting year of fun music 

has been planned for MPC music-making children. You 

don’t need to know how to read music to participate. 

Praise Team and Krystal Bells are designed for children 

in grades K-5. Registrations are available on the church 

website, in fellowship hall, in the music room, or see 

Kim Ewald, Director. 

Special Music 
Attention soloists! Throughout the summer, MPC has 

been blessed with several talented musicians who have 

enhanced our services with their musical gifts. But this 

doesn’t have to happen only during the summer. If you 

have an instrument or a voice that desires to share a 

selection, contact Marcus to find out how it can add to 

our worship experience. 

Upcoming Music Schedule 
• Sun. 9/3, 9:15am in the Sanctuary - First Adult 

Choir meeting of the season! Yes, we’ll sing in that 

10am service... don’t worry, it’ll be an easy song. 

New singers welcome! 

• Wed. 9/6, 6:15-7:15pm in the Music Room - First 

Westminster Handbells rehearsal of the season 

• Wed. 9/6, 7:30-9pm in the Sanctuary - First 

(official) Adult Choir rehearsal of the season 

• Sun. 9/24, 9:20-9:50 in the Music Room - First 

Praise Team rehearsal of the season 

• Sun. 9/24, 11:10-11:30 in the Music Room - First 

Krystal Bells rehearsal of the season 

Thank You! 
Thank you to all who have provided Special Music 

during the summer Sunday services. In August we were 

blessed to have music shared by Byron Perrine, Rich 

Rustad, and Mike York. If you have a desire to share 

special music with our congregation, please contact 

Marcus at (517) 388-1316 to arrange a date for playing 

or singing during a service. 

Music Notes 

At its stated meeting on Tuesday, August 15, the session took the following actions:  

• Approved changes to the membership roll (total membership as of August 15 is 468); and 

• Approved extra compensation for Kelly Carey for her role coordinating VBS.  

The next stated session meeting is Tuesday, September 19, at 7:00 pm. 

Session Report 
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VBS Thank You! 
Thank you to all of you who brought donations in, provided assistance at the work bee, helped in the kitchen, taught in the 

classrooms, and/or created props and decorations for “the best week of the year.” Together we created a memorable 

experience for 65 children in our community that brought them closer to God and each other. We couldn’t have done it 

without all of your help and we wanted you to know how much your support was appreciated! 

At our Sunday School Kickoff on September 10, all congregation members will experience a little taste of what the Maker 

Fun Factory experience was like for our kids! Please plan to stay after church and enjoy some fun, food, and fellowship! 

Sunday School Kickoff 
September 10 

Kids games, laughter and fun in the Fellowship Hall after the worship service. Hamburgers, hotdogs and cake provided. 

Please bring a dish to pass Hosted by the Christian Education Committee and the Membership and Fellowship Committee. 

Children 

Youth 
All incoming 6th through 12th graders are invited to join MPC Youth Group activities. Our Fall kickoff event will be at 

the Bonhards home (just 2.5 miles S of MPC) on Sunday evening, September 10 - we’ll enjoy yard games, food, and 

fellowship and discuss planned Youth Group activities for Fall 2017. 

Regular Sunday morning Youth Group will meet in the Youth Room (behind the Fellowship Hall stage) immediately 

following the Adult Choir’s anthem. The first Sundays of each month, the Youth Group will remain in the sanctuary 

for the duration of the morning service. 

Youth Parents are encouraged to sign up to receive regular weekly texts of Youth Group activities. Text Marcus at  

517-388-1316 if you have not yet signed up for this service. 

Upcoming Youth events: 

8/30, 9am-2pm Everyone Eats. Contact Marcus to confirm if you’ll join. 

9/10, 5-7pm Youth Group Season Kick-off Gathering at 2190 S. Hill Rd, Milford- games and food! 

9/17, 6:30-8pm Regular Youth Group meeting at MPC 

9/24, 6:30-8pm Regular Youth Group meeting at MPC 

10/1, 6:30-8pm Regular Youth Group meeting at MPC 

10/7, 12-5pm Youth Group compete at the Highland (Twp) Games! 
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