
The prophet Joel declares that Israel 

has failed to keep its covenant with 

God, and as a result, they will face 

God’s judgment on “the day of the 

Lord.” Joel writes, “The sun shall be 

turned to darkness, and the moon to 

blood, before the great and terrible 

day of the Lord comes” (2:31). 

As it turns out, the blotting out of 

heavenly lights is a common trope 

for prophets foretelling the doom of 

God’s people and/or that of their 

enemies (e.g., Isa 13:10, Ezek 32:7-8, 

Mark 13:24-25, and Rev 6:12-14). 

Perhaps it is because light was God’s 

first creation, and so its extinguishing 

symbolizes creation’s complete 

undoing. I suspect it also has 

something to with the eerie 

awesomeness of witnessing a 

celestial event such as a lunar or 

solar eclipse. 

Roughly every eighteen months, the 

moon passes between the earth and 

sun in such a way as to completely 

prevent the sun’s light from shining 

on a narrow (70-mile) path of 

earth—what we call a total solar 

eclipse. Despite the regularity of this 

occurrence, for any one particular 

place on the globe it is exceedingly 

rare, taking place on average only 

once every four hundred years 

(though in some places, more than a 

millennium can pass before the next 

eclipse). 

One can imagine how captivating 

such an event would have been in 

the ancient world. It would live on in 

a people’s collective memory as tales 

of the happening were passed from 

generation to generation during the 

intervening centuries. One can also 

imagine being filled with a sense of 

dread to see the moon shift from 

bright white to deep orange-red (like 

blood), or to see night fall in the 

middle of the day. In a pre-

Copernican universe—in which the 

moon and sun run in fixed courses 

around the earth—this would be 

nothing less than an abject violation 

of the natural order and, as such, an 

act of divine power (or wrath). 

Thanks to luminaries such as 

Copernicus and Galileo, our 

understanding of the movement of 

celestial bodies has come a long way 

since the time of the Hebrew 

prophets and the early church. In 

fact, so sophisticated is our 

understanding today that computer 

models can determine with pin-point 

accuracy where and when eclipses of 

all sorts will be visible until, well, the 

great and terrible day of the Lord 

comes. And by now you probably 

know that on August 21, a total solar 

eclipse will trace a path across the 

United States, from Oregon in the 

west to South Carolina in the east. 

A Google search will reveal ample 

evidence that the dread evoked by a 

solar eclipse is still alive and well in 

certain quarters, as apocalypse-

minded Christians draw all manner 

of meaning from this astronomical 

anomaly. But for the most part, 

those in the United States who are 

interested in such things are all 

atwitter with excitement and 

anticipation. The last total solar 

eclipse to grace the continental U.S. 

occurred more than 40 years ago, 

and the last one to cross the entire 

country coasted through in 1918. 

This is a pretty big deal. 

To reflect theologically on this 

moment (you knew I would), I think 

of Psalm 8, when the psalmist says, 

When I look at your heavens, 

the work of your fingers, 

the moon and the stars that you 

have established; 
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Join us at “Everyone Eats” 
Fourth Wednesdays 

Summer is upon us and we invite you to sign up to join 

us as we prepare and serve lunch for the clients of 

“Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. We 

need helpers to travel with us on the fourth Wednesday 

of each month (August 23, and the fifth Wednesday, 

August 30). We meet at the church between 9:00-9:15 

am to load food and then carpool down to “Everyone 

Eats.” We will also need 14 dozen cookies for each of 

these dates. New sign-up sheets are on the church 

office windows. Please select a date or two to help out, 

sign up and look forward to a great experience. 

Remember many hands make light work for all. If you 

have questions, contact Virginia Mantela at 

vae.piemaker@gmail,com or 810-388-8168 

 

Events & Activities 

The prayer quilt ministry has been making quilts for 

over ten years for people in our congregation in need of 

a special gift of prayer and comfort. These quilts are all 

made with love by several talented seamstresses in our 

church from donated fabrics. Then members of our 

church say a prayer while tying a knot on the quilt for 

final preparation for a person in need. What makes each 

quilt unique is not the pattern, color, or workmanship, 

but the fact that prayer is symbolically tied into each 

one. These “comforters” are a statement of faith, and a 

testimony to our belief in God and in the power of 

prayer. 

If you know of someone who is in need of a quilt, please 

fill out a Prayer Quilt request form at church or call Judy 

Kleeves at (810) 629-6378. 

Prayers & Squares Quilt Ministry 

This ‘n’ That 
Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

(248-882-4415 | hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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what are human beings that you are mindful of 

them, 

mortals that you care for them? 

This eclipse is a stunning reminder of two things 

(neither of which, by the way, is the end of the world). 

First, we are an infinitesimally small part of an 

incomprehensibly big universe that goes about its 

business without any input from or deference to us. 

Stars, planets, and moons careen through space, giving 

no thought to what creatures might inhabit their 

realms. And second, God is mindful of us—even us—in 

the midst of it all. 

As a dutiful Dad, I will be forcing my family into the car 

on August 20 to make the 8-hour pilgrimage to 

Hopkinsville, Kentucky, where the totality of the eclipse 

is projected to last the longest (approximately two-and-

a-half minutes). You don’t have to go to such extremes 

to experience the eclipse. Get some eclipse glasses and 

watch a partial solar eclipse from the comfort of your 

own backyard (but please don’t look at the sun without 

glasses!). And when you do, think of Psalm 8. Say it out 

loud even. And then say a prayer of thanks, because the 

God who made this eerily awesome universe is mindful 

of you. 

“O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the 

earth!” 

In Christ, 

Listed below are the items Milford Presbyterian Women have been assigned to gather as our contribution to the 

2017 Presbyterian Women of the Detroit Presbytery fall “Together in Service” Ingathering. Items collected are for 

distribution to agencies that help homeless and/or less fortunate men, women, children, and families throughout the 

Presbytery of Detroit. Watch for items on sale and set them aside to put into a bin that will be placed in Fellowship 

Hall come August. 

MPW “Ingathering” 

1 Mens size XL sweatshirt 2 pkg Mens size M underwear 1 Men’s hat & mittens 

1 Mens size XL sweat pants 2 pkg Womens size S underwear 2 Women’s hat & mittens 

2 Womens size L sweatshirts 2 pkg Boys size L underwear 1 Boy’s hat & mittens 

1 Womens size L sweat pants 4 pkg Girls size S underwear 1 Girl’s hat & mittens 

2 Boys size M sweatshirts 2 pkg Mens socks 2 bath towel and washcloth sets 

2 Boys size M pants 2 pkg Womens socks 1 twin size quilt or comforter 

2 Girls size S sweatshirts 2 pkg Boys socks 1 twin size sheet set 

2 Girl’s size M pants 2 pkg Girls socks 2 full size quilts or comforters 

1 size 3T toddler outfit 2 pkg disposable diapers 4 baby receiving blankets 

1 Boys size S navy or black pants 2 baby wipes 1 backpack 

1 Girls size M navy or black pants 1 baby formula, can powder  

2 Children’s Bibles (New International 

Reader’s Version) 

2 Children’s or infant’s toys, books, 

games (no stuffed animals) 
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Vacation Bible School 
July 31—August 4, 9 am—12 pm @ MUMC 
All preschool & elementary youth are invited to participate in our Maker Fun Factory 

VBS. We ask for a $10 donation per child ($25 max per family). You can sign up online 

(www.milfordfriends.com/vbs) or at church. We also have CDs & T-shirts for sale for $5 

each. 

Recruiting of Sunday School Teachers for 2017-2018 
The Summer will soon be here and we’d like to have our Sunday School Teacher 

Rosters full for the fall before July 15. If you are interested in serving as a Sunday School Teacher in the coming year, please 

contact Kelly Carey at kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Children 

Youth 
The Horses Haven service project has been rescheduled for sometime this Fall. Stay 

tuned for more details. 

On Saturday, August 5, Youth will meet at MPC at 9am and depart for a trip to 

Greenfield Village. Families are welcome to join. Youth will have admission provided. 

Bring $ for food and optional rides. Adult drivers are needed. RSVP to Marcus by 

August 3. 

On Saturday, August 26, Youth will have a canoe/kayak adventure. Details will be 

announced. 

One of the most efficient ways to communicate updates and important information 

about MPC Youth programming is via text. All Youth and Youth Parents are 

encouraged to sign up to receive these texts. If you'd like to receive these texts, please send your name and mobile 

number to Marcus: 517-388-1316 or via email mlapratt@milfordpc.org. 

GET YOUTH UPDATES 
VIA TEXT MESSAGE 

Visit the link below and provide 

your contact info. 

Students 

trunc.us/2eE997  

Parents 

trunc.us/C3D7aB 

Special Music continues to enhance our summer 

services. Thank you to those who have shared in July: 

Jennifer Ginther Ron Johnson 

Rich Rustad Mandy York 

John Staricha Dianna Speier 

Lincoln Perry Mary Baldwin 

Dave Baldwin

In August, we'll have Special Music provided by: 

Byron Perrine 

Rich Rustad 

Mike York 

Ava Williams (Sept. 3) 

Music Notes 

http://www.milfordfriends.com/vbs
http://trunc.us/2eE997
http://trunc.us/C3D7aB
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Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the 

Parlor. Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738 

Meals on Wheels 
We are looking for one person or couple to add to our 

Meals on Wheels driver group. Once a month or once 

every other month, they would drive approximately 25 

miles in two hours delivering meals to approximately 24 

grateful senior citizens in our area. 

Please contact Kathy Donn at (248) 245-8037 or 

kathledonn196650@gmail.com 

Get Involved 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, 

Christopher Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David 

and Barb Burtch, Liam Klagges, Bill Baden, Joy Ballard, 

Steve Baker, Sean McMullen, Jim Burley, Marty Martin, 

Sam Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Terry Chase, 

Beaman Smith, Durk Knebler, Chris Beebee, Marie 

Webster, Tom Reynolds, Stella Shafer, Vince Ruggers, 

Roger Voorheis, Nora Wilson, Randy Fields, Barbara 

Good, George Wootton, Mary Weisheit, Jim Morrow, 

Mary Lou Gharrity, Jim Austin, John Neff, Anne Grissim, 

Mary Joyce Readler, and all military personnel of our 

congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• SSG John Adrian 

• Sgt. Maj. Matthew Holtan 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

• Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth 

• Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams 

Community Notes 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 
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Return Service Requested 
Time Value 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

July 31—August 4 
Vacation Bible School (Milford United Methodist Church) 

August 11 
Office closed for Milford Memories 

August 13 
Worship at Milford United Methodist Church 

August 23 
Everyone Eats (Spirit of Hope Church) 

Dates to Remember 
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