
In Matthew's gospel, we are told of a 

woman who anoints Jesus by 

pouring costly ointment on his head. 

The disciples are angry about the 

waste, but Jesus honors the woman's 

offering, and issues a proclamation 

that is shocking in its scope: "Truly I 

tell you, wherever this good news is 

proclaimed in the whole world, what 

she has done will be told in 

remembrance of her" (Matt. 26:13). 

But in spite of such high praise from 

Jesus' own lips, there is a haunting 

irony here: we don't know her name. 

It turns out that this ignominy (which 

literally means "not-named") is 

representative of how women are 

often dealt with in Scripture (and 

how the church has tended to deal 

with them since). Of the 93 women 

in the Bible who actually speak, only 

49 of them are named (that's just 

over 50 percent, if you're keeping 

score at home), and their words 

constitute a paltry 1.1 percent of all 

spoken words in the Bible. Feminist 

social critics have cleverly claimed 

that history would be more properly 

designated "his-story," as it is often 

told about (and told by) men. It 

would seem that the Bible suffers 

from a similar myopia. 

The obvious gender imbalance of 

Scripture notwithstanding, the Bible 

does offer us stories of a number of 

women—stories made more notable 

by virtue of their scarcity. Some of 

these heroines of faith play 

supporting roles as wives, sisters, or 

daughters. Others take on starring 

roles as players in their own stories. 

And still others, like our ignominious 

anointer above, play important roles 

in advancing the narrative of 

Scripture, but they never (or only 

briefly) see the spotlight. 

Over the weeks of the summer, I will 

reflect on a variety of these women 

in my sermons. We will not be able 

to touch on all of their stories, but 

we will enter into enough of them to 

recognize the markedly different 

ways that the narrative of Scripture--

the story of salvation--implicates, 

affects, and makes use of them. 

Generally speaking, we embrace the 

male figures of Scripture as heroes 

for all--for men and women alike. 

But we tend to stop short of 

elevating the women of the Bible in 

the same way, readily holding them 

up as exemplars for women today 

but not necessarily for the whole 

church. I am as guilty of this as 

anyone. I led an entire sermon series 

about Abraham which hardly 

touched at all on Sarah, his wife. I 

designed a series about some of the 

greatest stories of the Old 

Testament, and almost none of them 

were about women. 

So this summer will be our 

opportunity to dive in together, to 

discover the women of the Bible in a 

new light, to find ourselves in their 

stories, and to be inspired by their 

experience. This summer will be our 

chance to listen attentively to her-

story. 

In Christ, 

Milford Presbyterian Church 
238 North Main Street, Milford, Michigan 48381 

www.milfordpc.org 
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Join us at “Everyone Eats” 
Fourth Wednesdays 

Summer is upon us and we invite you to sign up to join 

us as we prepare and serve lunch for the clients of 

“Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. We 

need helpers to travel with us on the fourth Wednesday 

of each month (July 26, August 23, and the fifth 

Wednesday, August 30). We meet at the church 

between 9:00-9:15 am to load food and then carpool 

down to “Everyone Eats.” We will also need 14 dozen 

cookies for each of these dates. New sign-up sheets are 

on the church office windows. Please select a date or 

two to help out, sign up and look forward to a great 

experience. Remember many hands make light work for 

all. If you have questions, contact Virginia Mantela at 

vae.piemaker@gmail,com or 810-388-8168 

A Big History Tour Group Hug 
I can't say enough about our members who participated 

in the Milford Presbyterian History Tour. The costumes 

will spot on. Thanks to the Milford Historical Society for 

lending me some great wares and finds. Many of you 

had clothing in your own closets that were perfect to 

that era. The men in their bow ties, bowler hats, and 

vests were a perfect fit. The ladies with their hats, skirts, 

scarves and jewelry looked like they just jumped out of 

a page of the Ladies Home Journal. Many went way 

beyond their scripts with costumes and props. Everyone 

knew their parts and did them perfectly. The comments 

on the journal were five star reviews. I would love to 

mention everyone's names but there are over 35 names 

and I would hate to forget someone so THANK YOU 

EVERYONE WHO WAS A PART OF THE MILFORD 

HISTORY TOUR! You know who you are! DVD's of the 

Tour may be for sale soon at your nearest MPC. 

Sandi Muirhead, MPC Historian 

Events & Activities 

The prayer quilt ministry has been making quilts for 

over ten years for people in our congregation in need of 

a special gift of prayer and comfort. These quilts are all 

made with love by several talented seamstresses in our 

church from donated fabrics. Then members of our 

church say a prayer while tying a knot on the quilt for 

final preparation for a person in need. What makes each 

quilt unique is not the pattern, color, or workmanship, 

but the fact that prayer is symbolically tied into each 

one. These “comforters” are a statement of faith, and a 

testimony to our belief in God and in the power of 

prayer. 

If you know of someone who is in need of a quilt, please 

fill out a Prayer Quilt request form at church or call Judy 

Kleeves at (810) 629-6378. 

Prayers & Squares Quilt Ministry 

This ‘n’ That 
Chancel Flowers 
If you would like to purchase flowers for the chancel in 

honor or memory of a loved one or in celebration of a 

special event, forms are located in the narthex. You can 

also complete the form online at milfordpc.org/forms. 

Izzard Memorial Garden 
Niches are available for members and their immediate 

family in the Izzard Memorial Garden. If you are 

interested in more information, contact Hanne Bishop 

(248-882-4415 | hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

http://www.milfordpc.org/forms
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A Look Back 
Happy Wife, Happy Life!!!! 
I have been wanting to write about Spirit of Hope Church 

for some time. Since there is so much to tell I will split this 

article into two parts. Part One will focus on the history of 

the church and its building, and Part Two, on the church's 

mission, Pastor Bode, E1E and a cute pig. 

When I was told a little about how and why this church 

was built, I had to dig deeper into its history (it's what I 

do). I discovered Detroit history in the making. If you take 

away just one thing that you find intriguing, it was worth 

writing this article. 

And the story unfolds: James E. Scripps was born in 

London in 1835. His family moved to Illinois in 1844. 

When he was 24 years-old he moved to Detroit and 

became a reporter and writer for the Detroit Tribune. 

Being observant, James noticed that the blue collar 

working class would buy a newspaper that fit their 

lifestyle and ways. In other words, "Write about them and 

they will buy it." 

In August of 1873 Scripps founded the Detroit Evening 

News. We now know it as the Detroit News. He also had 

interests in other newspapers across the country with 

other family members. In 1877 they employed over 640 

people. He became a very rich and successful Detroiter. 

James married Harriet Josephine Messinger in 1862. They 

built a mansion at Trumbull and Grand River. Today only 

the gates of his estate remain at Scripps Park. 

His interest in classical architecture took him to Europe 

many times in the 1880s. He purchased classical paintings 

and founded the Detroit Museum of Art, to which he also 

donated $50,000. In 1899 his art collection was donated 

to the cause. We now know it as the Detroit Institute of 

Art. 

Now the story gets interesting. Epiphany Reformed 

Episcopal Parish built a small-frame church in 1880 at 

Grand River and Trumbull. It was renamed Trinity 

Episcopal in 1889. Scripps started to attend this small 

church. 

His wife Harriet wanted a church she could walk to (as the 

story goes) and not have to take a horse and buggy (no 

Uber or Lyft back then). Who 

doesn't build their wife a church 

on request? Since he was super-

duper rich and could build a 

church, he decided to build one, 

but to his own liking. He oversaw 

every detail himself. You can do 

that when you’re paying for it, 

right? James and his wife enjoyed 

traveling to his native land of 

England. James decided the church would feature Gothic-

style architecture. He commissioned an English architect 

to tour Southern England and sketch the best Gothic 

churches in the land. 

Detroit firm Mason and Rice were asked to erect the 

castle-looking church you see now at Martin Luther King 

(Myrtle) and Trumbull. It was said that their team must 

have spent a great deal of time studying churches built in 

the 1400s because the design was so accurate. Many 

Gothic churches were built during the Great Depression. 

This one was among the first classically Gothic churches 

built in the United States. White Trenton limestone was 

used for the solid, two-foot thick masonry walls. The 

smooth brown limestone trim was very striking against 

the white Trenton limestone. Huge buttresses and stone 

Gothic arches support a massive tower, which to me 

looks like a castle out of Camelot. It really should have 

had a moat around the tower, complete with a 

drawbridge and a damsel in distress hanging out the 

window. It is very impressive and can be seen for blocks 

away. Arched stone window casings, stone hoods, and 

stone vaults that divide the windows are all 

architecturally correct. Remember I said how much they 

studied this? Mr. Scripps did not spare a dime on the 

stone carvings for this magnificent house of worship. Ten 

carved angels from Bedford limestone support the nave 

beams. Massive pillars can also be seen in the church 

interior. It is said that there are more than 200 stone 

carvings in this church. No, I am not going to count them 

all, sorry. Carved stone gargoyle rainwater leaders make 

this one-of-a-kind in Detroit. This church has the most 

extensive collection in the city. Built to direct rain away 

from the walls, some thought that these strange looking 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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creatures guided evil spirits away. That's what I thought 

too! There are also many grotesques among this 

dwelling. These were very popular in the medieval era. 

Two stained glass windows were commissioned by the 

one and only Tiffany Glass Company. The organ is a 

1200-pipe tracker from New York. 

This church is no doubt the only church in Michigan with 

a stone carving of King Richard II Ruler of England, and 

John Wycliff, who is credited with being the first to 

translate the Bible into English. 

Scripps’s son-in-law George G. Booth was also part of 

the family business. George and his wife Ellen moved to 

Oakland County and founded the Cranbrook 

Communities. 

James died in May of 1906, leaving future family 

members involved in embezzlement, suicide, and other 

goings-on that seem to plague the rich and famous. The 

Dodge-Wilson and Anheuser-Bush families were in the 

same sinking boat. 

Our church serves lunch to the hungry each month at 

Spirit of Hope Church. A guided tour will be scheduled 

sometime in the near future. 

Sandi Muirhead 

MPC Historian 

...CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

The Music ensembles may be taking a break for a few 

weeks over the summer, but we are blessed to have 

great musical soloists and small groups that will share a 

special musical offering during each service in July and 

August. Mandy York provided a beautiful vocal solo on 

June 25.

The following musicians will share in July: 

July 2—The "JMRs" (Jennifer Ginther, Mandy York, Rick 

Moore, Ron Johnson and Rich Rustad) 

July 9—John Staricha 

July 16—Dianna Speier 

July 23—Lincoln Perry 

July 30—The Baldwin Family 

Music Notes 

Youth 
Nine MPC members spent a week on a mission trip near Grand Rapids in mid June. 

Our youth helped to serve that community in many ways, sharing Jesus' love 

throughout the week. Extra gratitude is due to Bob Parrett and David Williams who 

volunteered their week to work with our youth and guide them through this 

impactful week. Thank you! 

Upcoming Events: Horses Haven 
July 16, 12-4 pm 

MPC Youth are invited to visit Horses Haven in Howell. Youth will have a chance to 

assist in the rescuing and rehabilitating of horses. Sandi Muirhead will lead the 

afternoon activities including a light lunch for the youth. 

Please RSVP to Marcus by July 14. 

GET YOUTH UPDATES 
VIA TEXT MESSAGE 

Visit the link below and provide 

your contact info. 

Students 

trunc.us/2eE997  

Parents 

trunc.us/C3D7aB 

http://trunc.us/2eE997
http://trunc.us/C3D7aB
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Vacation Bible School 
July 31—August 4, 9 am—12 pm @ MUMC 
All preschool & elementary youth are invited to participate in our Maker Fun 

Factory VBS. We ask for a $10 donation per child ($25 max per family). You 

can sign up online (www.milfordfriends.com/vbs) or at church. We also have 

CDs & T-shirts for sale for $5 each. 

Middle & High School Volunteer Opportunities 
We have plenty of room for responsible middle & high school students 

looking to support their local church and earn some valuable volunteer 

hours. 

 VBS Volunteer—We have a sign-up for students who can come and work 

VBS week. Even if you can only work part of the week, we could still use your help! 

 Set Up & Clean Up—Even if you are not available all week, we would love additional hands for set up from noon–

complete on Sunday, July 30th and clean up on Friday, August 4th from noon–complete. We will provide lunch for 

both occasions. 

 Sign up here www.signupgenius.com/go/904084fafa92aa31-milford2 

College Students & Adult Volunteers 
Of course we could never be successful without our awesome adults. 

 VBS Volunteer—We are in need of some core leads to help with games, snacks, crafts and more. Even if you are only 

available a few days of the week, we would love your assistance. 

 Set Up & Clean Up—Even if you are not available all week, we would love additional hands for set up from noon–

complete on Sunday, July 30th and clean up on Friday, August 4th from noon–complete. We will provide lunch for 

both occasions. 

 Sign up here www.signupgenius.com/go/904084fafa92aa31-milford2 

Donations 
VBS is an outreach for our community to bring local youth closer to God. In order to keep the cost down we rely on our 

church family to support VBS with donations of food and other items. We have a board in the Fellowship Hall with all the 

items we need. Even if you aren’t available for the week, this is a great way to support us. 

Thank you all for helping make our VBS a great week in the lives of our kids! 

Preschool Teachers needed for VBS 
We are in need of five dedicated individuals for the Preschool Program for VBS which will take place at the Milford United 

Methodist Church from July 31 through August 4 from 9 am—12 pm each day. If you are interested in serving our church 

through the VBS ministry, please contact Kelly Carey at kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Recruiting of Sunday School Teachers for 2017-2018 
The Summer will soon be here and we’d like to have our Sunday School Teacher Rosters full for the fall before July 15. If 

you are interested in serving as a Sunday School Teacher in the coming year, please contact Kelly Carey at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Children 

http://www.milfordfriends.com/vbs
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084fafa92aa31-milford2
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/904084fafa92aa31-milford2
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Listed below are the items Milford Presbyterian Women have been assigned to gather as our contribution to the 

2017 Presbyterian Women of the Detroit Presbytery fall “Together in Service” Ingathering. Items collected are for 

distribution to agencies that help homeless and/or less fortunate men, women, children, and families throughout the 

Presbytery of Detroit. Watch for items on sale and set them aside to put into a bin that will be placed in Fellowship 

Hall come August. 

MPW “Ingathering” 

1 Mens size XL sweatshirt 2 pkg Mens size M underwear 1 Men’s hat & mittens 

1 Mens size XL sweat pants 2 pkg Womens size S underwear 2 Women’s hat & mittens 

2 Womens size L sweatshirts 2 pkg Boys size L underwear 1 Boy’s hat & mittens 

1 Womens size L sweat pants 4 pkg Girls size S underwear 1 Girl’s hat & mittens 

2 Boys size M sweatshirts 2 pkg Mens socks 2 bath towel and washcloth sets 

2 Boys size M pants 2 pkg Womens socks 1 twin size quilt or comforter 

2 Girls size S sweatshirts 2 pkg Boys socks 1 twin size sheet set 

2 Girl’s size M pants 2 pkg Girls socks 2 full size quilts or comforters 

1 size 3T toddler outfit 2 pkg disposable diapers 4 baby receiving blankets 

1 Boys size S navy or black pants 2 baby wipes 1 backpack 

1 Girls size M navy or black pants 1 baby formula, can powder  

2 Children’s Bibles (New International 

Reader’s Version) 

2 Children’s or infant’s toys, books, 

games (no stuffed animals) 

 

At its stated meeting on Tuesday, June 20, the session took the following actions:  

 reviewed the statistical report (membership as of June 20, 2017 is 469); 

 approved funds for a strategic building assessment and for an appraisal of our stained glass; 

 approved an annual professional development benefit for Marcus LaPratt (Music & Youth Director) of one 

week and $1,000; 

 approved weddings for November 11, 2017 and for July 15, 2018; and 

 renewed Kelly Holloway's term as a member of the Worship & Music Committee. 

The next stated session meeting is Tuesday, August 15, at 7:00 pm. 

Session Report 
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Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the 

Parlor. Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738 

Meals on Wheels 
We are looking for one person or couple to add to our 

Meals on Wheels driver group. Once a month or once 

every other month, they would drive approximately 25 

miles in two hours delivering meals to approximately 24 

grateful senior citizens in our area. 

Please contact Kathy Donn at (248) 245-8037 or 

kathledonn196650@gmail.com 

Get Involved 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, 

Christopher Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David 

and Barb Burtch, Liam Klagges, Bill Baden, Joy Ballard, 

Steve Baker, Sean McMullen, Greg Sacher, Jim Burley, 

Marty Martin, Sam Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, 

Terry Chase, Beaman Smith, Durk Knebler, Chris 

Beebee, Marie Webster, Tom Reynolds, Stella Shafer, 

Vince Ruggers, Roger Voorheis, Nora Wilson, Randy 

Fields, Barbara Good, George Wootton, Mary Weisheit, 

Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, Jim Austin, John Neff, 

Anne Grissim, Mary Joyce Readler, and all military 

personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

 SSG John Adrian 

 Sgt. Maj. Matthew Holtan 

 Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

 AP2 Kevin Warford 

 Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth 

 Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams 

Community Notes 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 
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Return Service Requested 
Time Value 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

July 4 
Church office closed 

July 26 
Everyone Eats (Spirit of Hope Church) 

July 31—August 4 
Vacation Bible School (Milford United Methodist Church) 

Dates to Remember 
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