
Unless you follow the news out of 

Princeton Theological Seminary (which 

I’m sure you don’t), you are likely 

unaware of a dust-up that occurred 

between March and April. 

Each year the Kuyper Center, which is 

affiliated with but not operated by the 

seminary, awards a prize and 

lectureship to someone in recognition 

for “excellence in Reformed theology 

and public witness.” This year, the 

Center awarded the prize to Tim 

Keller, the well-known author and 

pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian 

Church in Manhattan. The trouble is 

that Redeemer is a church of the 

Presbyterian Church in America (PCA); 

Princeton Theological Seminary is 

affiliated with the Presbyterian Church 

(USA) (as are we). The PCA formed in 

the early 1970’s, breaking from our 

church over theological disputes, 

primarily revolving around the place of 

women in church leadership. 

Almost as soon as the prize was 

announced, a sizable portion of the 

student body rose up in protest. 

Inviting Keller to speak (and awarding 

him $10,000) was tantamount, they 

argued, to an endorsement of his 

traditional views of the place of 

women and LGBTQ persons in the 

church. The seminary’s president, 

Craig Barnes, sent a letter to the 

members of the seminary community, 

lifting up the values of open inquiry 

and diversity of thought, while at the 

same time acknowledging that neither 

he nor any members of the faculty 

played a role in the selection process. 

He urged the seminary to welcome 

Keller with “a spirit of grace and 

academic freedom.” 

Twelve days later, Barnes issued 

another statement. In this follow-up, 

he reiterated the seminary’s 

commitment to the values stated in 

the first letter, but announced that 

although Keller would still deliver the 

lecture, he would not be awarded the 

prize. This time the conservative 

students on campus were outraged, 

questioning whether their presence 

was truly valued in the life and 

discourse of the seminary. 

This is not a unique incident. You may 

be aware of a similar controversy that 

flared up recently over a speech that 

conservative commentator Ann 

Coulter was planning to deliver on the 

campus of UC Berkeley, a liberal 

stronghold. Outraged that the school 

would play host to Coulter, some 

threatened demonstrations that raised 

concerns of violence, resulting in 

Berkeley canceling the engagement 

until a secure, indoor venue was 

available (notably, this would be after 

students had left campus for the 

summer). 

For one thing, the controversy at 

Princeton (and others like it) illustrates 

the inherent challenges of free speech 

and open inquiry in a liberal 

democratic society. Being “open-

minded” will inevitably require an 

openness to those who are less (or 

more) open-minded than oneself. For 

all the lip-service we pay to openness 

and inclusivity, these are the kinds of 

events that invite us to put our money 

where our mouth is. 

But for me, the more significant 

takeaway from all of this is the 

recognition that dialog and discourse 

in our society today are so often 

characterized by reflexive outrage. 

And because of social media, we all 

have a platform to let our outrage be 

heard. Any hope for meaningful 

conversation about controversial 

issues or decisions is cut off at the 

knees by a groundswell of cybernetic 

revolt. 

And I fear that this has infected our 

non-electronic discourse as well. Do 

we bother to talk openly about 

controversial issues with people we 

disagree with, or do we avoid them 
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Wednesday Night Live 
Wednesday, May 3, 6-7:30 pm 

Join us for dinner and community beautification at 

Central Park. Anyone that will be participating needs 

only bring gloves/garden gloves. Trash bags will be 

supplied. 

Highland Community Prayer 
Breakfast 
Thursday, May 4 

Join local area churches, citizens, community and 

business leaders as we gather to pray for our country 

and community at the Highland Community Prayer 

Breakfast. Hosted by the Highland White Lake Business 

Association, the Prayer Breakfast will take place on the 

National Day of Prayer, Thursday, May 4th at the 

Highland United Methodist Church on Livingston Road 

in Highland. Local area pastors will be leading prayers 

for our country and community. Tickets are $10 and 

include breakfast. Purchase tickets online at 

HWLBA.com or call (248) 889-1422. We will be 

accepting an offering of non-perishable food items to 

donate to Community Sharing. Additional proceeds will 

be donated to Community Sharing. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, May 7, after worship 

Please plan to stay after worship for a short time for our 

Annual Meeting. At this meeting, we will elect our 

corporate officers, approve Pastor Anderson’s terms of 

call, and receive the budget for 2017-2018.  

All-Church Brunch 
Sunday, May 21 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association. Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Spring Cleanup 
Saturday, June 3 

Please join us for our annual spring cleanup and 

planting day, beginning at 8 am. 

Day of Pentecost 
Sunday, June 4 

We would like to remind those who attend church on 

Sunday, June 4, to wear red in honor of the gift of the 

Holy Spirit, which descended like fire upon the church. 

Church Ladies Movie Club 
June 7, 6:30 pm 

Note that we have permanently changed our day to 

meet from the first Tuesday to the first Wednesday of 

the month due to conflicting meetings on Tuesday 

evenings. We will meet Wednesday, June 7th at 6:30pm 

in the Parlor. 

The movie to be viewed is “Far from the Maddening 

Crowd”. This is a classic love story of Bathsheba 

Everdene, an independent woman who attracts three 

different suitors. This timeless story of her passions 

explores the nature of relationships, love, and 

resilience. 

Please join us for refreshments, fellowship, and a great 

movie. Feel free to bring a friend. 

I would like to thank the wonderful ladies who have 

continuously attended these movie nights for the last 

six years, eleven years if you include the book club. 

These ladies have always shown support and 

appreciation for this church activity and make it so 

much fun to do. I hope we can continue this movie 

evening for years to come. 

Contact Susan Linn at 248-310-4493 or 

SLinn465@aol.com if you have questions or concerns. 

Events & Activities 
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On Sunday, May 21, MPC will celebrate “Music Sunday”. 

It is a time for our congregation to recognize all of the 

musical ways that we worship. During that service we 

will sing, we will ring, we will lift our collective voices in 

praise of God thanking Him for this gift that we all 

possess. Nearly every time I ask someone to consider 

joining the Chancel Choir, I receive a response like, “I 

can’t carry a tune in a bucket.” Or “Trust me, you don’t 

want ME in your choir.” Or “I’ve never sung in a choir 

before.” The fact is, if you can speak, you can sing- 

albeit some better than others. But we all have this 

instrument we carry with us wherever we go. St. 

Augustine is often credited with the phrase: “He who 

sings prays twice.” So on Sunday, let’s lift our voices to 

sing and praise Him who has given each of us the gift of 

Music. We’ll also recognize those who have made 

specific contributions to MPC’s Music Program in the 

past year. If you know someone in our church family 

who has a “hidden” musical talent that ought to be 

shared on May 21, please contact me right away.  

Music Notes 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David and Barb Burtch, 

Liam Klagges, Bill Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Greg Sacher, Jim Burley, Marty Martin, Sam 

Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Terry Chase, Beaman Smith, 

Durk Knebler, Chris Beebee, Suzi Link, Marie Webster, Tom 

Reynolds, Maria McCarty, Stella Shafer, Vince Ruggers, Roger 

Voorheis, Nora Wilson, Randy Fields, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Mary Weisheit, Jim Morrow, Mary Lou Gharrity, 

Marlene Neff, Jim Austin, and all military personnel of our 

congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

• SSG John Adrian 

• Sgt. Maj. Matthew Holtan 

• Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

• AP2 Kevin Warford 

• Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth 

• Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the Parlor. 

Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738 

Community Notes 

Get Involved 
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The Great Tomato Giveaway 
The Milford Presbyterian Church is participating in “The Great Tomato Giveaway” this Spring/Summer. We will have 24 

tomato plants ready for distribution at church on May 21 to the Sunday school children or anyone else in the church who is 

willing to plant and harvest the tomatoes which will then be collected and given to Community Sharing on a weekly basis. 

To make it even more fun, we will weigh the produce we collect and keep a running tally of the pounds we donate for a 

ten-week period. If you are interested in participating, please email Kelly Carey at kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Recruiting of Sunday School Teachers for 2017-2018 
The Summer will soon be here and we’d like to have our Sunday School Teacher Rosters full for the fall before July 

15. If you are interested in serving as a Sunday School Teacher in the coming year, please contact Kelly Carey at 

kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Preschool Teachers needed for VBS 
We are in need of five dedicated individuals for the Preschool Program for VBS which will take place at the Milford 

United Methodist Church from July 31 through August 4 from 9 am—12 pm each day. If you are interested in serving 

our church through the VBS ministry, please contact Kelly Carey at kcarey@milfordpc.org. 

Children 

Youth 
Upcoming Events 
On May 20, MPC Youth will assist with the Historical Tour at our church. Youth will 

be selling period snacks as a fundraiser. 

Other upcoming Youth events include Cedar Point (June 3) and Week of Hope (June 

18-23). 

GET YOUTH UPDATES 
VIA TEXT MESSAGE 

Visit the link below and provide 

your contact info. 

Students 

trunc.us/2eE997  

Parents 

trunc.us/C3D7aB 

You Can Play an Important Role in Our Stephen Ministry... 
… Because you may know of a friend, neighbor, co-worker, or relative who is going through a difficult time and who 

could benefit from the focused care, encouragement, and support of a Stephen Minister. If you know of someone 

who is going through a rough time, contact Pastor Bryant (248-684-2805); Sandy Trombley (248-887-2878); or Gayle 

Lafferty (248-343-4448). They can talk with you about how we can connect the person you know with one of our 

Stephen Ministers. It’s a great way for you to show how much you care! 

Stephen Ministry 

http://trunc.us/2eE997
http://trunc.us/C3D7aB
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MPC Living History Tour 
What would the word “history” be without the word “story” in 

it. Stories and facts make this word jump off the pages and into 

the present time. We hope to do the same. 

Milford Presbyterian Church at 128 North Main St. in Milford 

will be hosting a Milford Living History Tour sponsored by the 

Milford Presbyterian Women’s Association. 

Learn our history of Milford through stories from the pioneers 

and Milford folk who were members of our church between 

1842 and 1950. We are blessed that over forty members, when 

asked to participate, said “Sure sounds like fun. Let’s do this.” 

Tom Neff will portray our first Reverend Mr. Worthington. 

Marcus La Pratt will portray composer Stephen Foster. Marcus 

really does portray Foster at Greenfield Village. (By the way, he 

was a smash hit at the Milford Historical Society Program in 

April). Dianna and Fred Speier will be the church’s beloved 

Wilbur (Mr. Milford) and wife Milver Johnson. These are just a 

fraction of our members who you will see May 20th. 

This tour told in skits, stories, and songs is for everyone who 

loves history and humor. Included will be details about a tragic 

incident in 1908. 

Did you know about the north and south rivalry or a salon 

keeper who donated to building our 118 year old church? Our 

MPC church boasts the longest continuing attendance of any 

house of worship in Milford. 

The MPC was originally on Huron Street across from the 

present fire station. It was the “Little White Church over the 

River” built in 1846. 

A new and beautiful brick church was erected across the river 

at North Main and Liberty Streets. The Easter Program of April 

1899 was the first service in the newly built church. One of our 

founders, Elizur Ruggles, was one of out first members. 

Our youth will be selling old-fashion 

refreshments on the lawn. MPC 

history books and the Milford 

Historical Society’s “Ten Minutes 

Ahead of the World” book will be sold 

also. 

The tour is Saturday, May 20th from 

10 am to 5 pm, rain or shine. Tickets 

are $7 and 12 and under free. 

Elevator access and seating are 

available. The tour will last approximately one hour. All the 

proceeds will go towards a historical marker for our church. For 

information contact Sandi Muirhead at (248) 310-4286. 

Tickets will be sold at Blossoms on Main (across from church), 

Milford Mills on South Main (cute little stone building) and at 

MPC day of tour. Makes a great Mother’s Day gift. Look for 

flyer in Mother’s Day Church programs. 

Come see and hear your MPC church friends and family in 

costume portray our members from the past. Give your 

support for them and bring YOUR own friends and family along 

with you. I guarantee a lot of laughs. We hope you go home 

with at least one humorous story about Milford’s days gone by 

to pass on. 

Our goal is to have 100 guests pass through our historic doors 

that day. 

Also a big thanks and hug to Virginia Mantela and Judy Nelson 

who are a big part of getting this tour out of the Milford’s 

history books and into our historic MPC. 

Sandi Muirhead 

MPC Historian 

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

entirely and just skip right to the outrage? In the church, 

do we engage with one another, trying to tease out the 

implications of the gospel for this or that divisive question, 

or do we just go someplace else, where everyone thinks 

the way we do? 

For his part, Keller delivered his lecture with grace and 

humility. He did not reference the controversy, and he was 

far more critical of his own Presbyterian body than the one 

hosting him. I especially appreciate these words: “You 

can’t disagree with somebody by just beating them from 

the outside. You have to come into their framework. You 

don’t critique them for not having your framework.” 

So let’s welcome those who disagree. Let’s tamp down 

that reflexive outrage. And let’s take Jesus’ advice and 

remove the log from our own eye before we take to 

Twitter or Facebook to point out the speck in our 

neighbor’s.    

In Christ, 
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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 
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