
For the Apostle Paul, there is 

something that is so important, so 

central to Christianity, that if it is not 

true, our “proclamation is in vain,” our 

“faith is futile,” we “are still in our 

sins,” and “we are of all people most 

to be pitied” (1 Corinthians 15:14, 17, 

19). Paul is speaking of Jesus’ 

resurrection from the dead. 

He’s talking about Easter. 

Easter feels like a very important 

Sunday, doesn’t it? We certainly give it 

the full treatment: lilies everywhere, 

fancy dresses and ties on our kids, 

beefed up attendance, and—of 

course—brunch. But why does it 

matter so much? Why all the fuss 

about this one Sunday? 

For medieval Christians, Easter mass 

was a make-or-break event. It was one 

of the few times each year that the full 

Eucharist (Communion) was offered to 

attendees, so if you had any concern 

for your eternal well-being, you were 

there on Easter Sunday. Perhaps some 

vestiges of that medieval mindset live 

on in today’s celebrations, but Easter’s 

importance goes back much further. In 

fact, it’s older even than Jesus Christ 

himself. 

The foundations were laid with the 

exodus from Egypt: God’s deliverance 

of the people of Israel from slavery 

and into the promised land. Each year, 

from that point forward, Israel 

celebrated the festival of Passover, a 

highly structured meal to remember 

that God’s plagues “passed over” 

Israel, and that God’s hand delivered 

them from captivity. Passover 

becomes for Israel the central 

reminder and celebration of God’s 

powerful action on their behalf. And so 

it was that when Jesus was crucified, it 

was the time of the Passover, and 

Jerusalem was as full of people as New 

Orleans on Mardi Gras. And those 

people were there to celebrate God’s 

mighty act of deliverance. 

At that time and in that place, Jesus 

decided to make his final stand against 

religious and Roman authority. Many 

Jews who had gathered in Jerusalem 

had probably heard of Jesus, and had 

reason to be hopeful about his efforts. 

Word was that he was Elijah returned, 

or another one of the prophets. Some 

even said that he was the anointed 

one of God, the Messiah, who would 

restore the throne of David (and get 

Rome out of Palestine once and for 

all). When Jesus entered Jerusalem on 

the back of a donkey (or colt), many 

caught the biblical resonance of it. 

They hailed him as a king, and honored 

him as one who comes in the name of 

the same God who delivered Israel 

centuries before. 

But a week that began in fanfare 

ended in failure. All the bright hopes 

nurtured by a vibrant ministry in the 

countryside and a daring clash with 

authorities were nailed to the cross, 

dying with the so-called prophet. Jews 

who had such hopes would leave 

Jerusalem resigned to the unhappy 

reality that their generation would not 

see Jerusalem’s deliverance. 

But, days later, hope is rekindled as 

word begins to spread that Jesus is 

alive. Doubtful, to be sure, because 

dead men don’t come back to life. But 

what if it’s true? If it’s true, then 

there’s something in this world more 

powerful than Rome and its death-

dealing oppression. If it’s true, there’s 

something in this world more powerful 

than death. If it’s true, then maybe all 

this strange business about the 

“kingdom of God” that Jesus spoke of 

is worth a second thought. Maybe he 

was onto something. 

For the Apostle Paul, it all hinges on 

this hint of the impossible, this 

suggestion that the might of Rome and 

the sleep of death were not able to 

contain the power of God at work in 

the world. For Paul, it is the Easter 
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Wednesday, April 5, 6-7:30 pm 
Join us for dinner, trivia, activities for children and youth. 

Our guests will be from the SHAC. 

MPC In A Pickle… Pickleball that is! 
Every Friday, starting April 7 
Pickleball is a combination of tennis, badminton and 

ping pong. It’s a "dilly" of a game. Players hit a whiffle 

ball across a net with a super-sized paddle. 

Every Friday, starting April 7, Fellowship Hall will turn 

into a fast and fun Pickleball Court. No experience 

necessary. We will supply the equipment. Foursomes 

work best. No street shoes on court. Bring sneakers, 

wear comfortable clothing and bring your lunch. Don’t 

want to play? Come observe, bring your knitting and 

lunch and cheer on your MPC friends trying to volley the 

ball across the net. 

There is no charge. Join us for fun, fitness and 

fellowship every Friday from 9:30 am-12:00 pm for MPC 

members and 12:30-3:00 pm for the public. Come at 

9:30 for a mini lesson with our Pickleball Queen Joan 

Moore. Pastor Bryant told me he will be ready to hit a 

pickle across the net soon. 

Questions? Contact Joan Moore (248) 887-5045 or 

Sandi Muirhead (248) 310-4286. 

BLOOD DRIVE 
Monday, April 24th, 1-7 pm 
The Church on the Corner is sponsoring a Blood Drive. To 

make an appointment, please contact Barb Klein, (248) 437-

6193 or visit redcrossblood.org. 

Rebuilding Together 
April 29 

MPC will take part in the Rebuilding Together Oakland County 

spring project this year. We will need many volunteers to help 

make minor home repairs and outdoor cleanup. Details will 

be provided in the near future. 

Everyone Eats 
On Wednesday, March 22, we served our first luncheon 

for “Everyone Eats” at Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit. 

The lunch which included two grilled hot dogs (with 

onions, ketchup, and mustard), baked beans, 

applesauce, cookies and punch was served to over 120 

guests. All went well as guests enjoyed their meal. 

Everyone involved; workers, guests and volunteers alike 

had a very blessed experience. 

We thank all the wonderful and generous volunteers 

who helped make this possible. Thank you Mike Nave, 

Leslie Nave, Judy Vincent, Tom Neff, John McGrath, Deb 

McGrath, Hanne Bishop, and Sandi Muirhead who 

helped prepare and serve the meal. Special thanks to 

Ginny O’Brien for doing the shopping, making the baked 

beans and baking yummy cookies. Also, many thanks to 

Diane Rancort, Cindy Moore, Dianna Speier, and Sue 

Renouf for the delicious cookies they baked. 

Our next regularly scheduled day to serve will be on 

Wednesday, April 26. We look forward to seeing 

additional volunteers being involved. We will again 

need 14 dozen cookies. Remember to sign up on the 

sheets on the church office window to participate on 

April 26 and/or any future dates. 

Events & Activities 
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Maundy Thursday 
Thursday, April 13, 7:30 pm 
Join us for an evening to remember Jesus’ last meal 

with his disciples before his arrest and crucifixion. We 

will celebrate that meal together, followed by a service 

of darkness, or tenebrae, in which the story of Jesus’ 

suffering and death will be read as the sanctuary 

darkens. 

Community Good Friday Service 
Friday, April 14, 1 pm 
This year’s community Good Friday service will take 

place here at Milford Presbyterian Church. The service 

brings together our church, the Methodist church, and 

St. George’s Episcopal Church. 

Easter Sunday 
Sunday, April 16, 10 am 
Worship on Easter Sunday will be held at our usual time. 

Since attendance will be higher than normal, we suggest 

you arrive on the early side. Extra seating will be 

available in the Chapel. 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, April 30, after worship 
There will be a meeting of the congregation 

immediately following worship on Sunday, April 30, for 

the purpose of approving Pastor Anderson's terms of 

call, electing corporate officers, and receiving the 2017-

2018 fiscal year budget. 

A Conversation on Race 
Starting Sunday, April 30 
Since the death of Trayvon Martin in 2012 and the birth 

of the "Black Lives Matter" movement, issues of race in 

the United States have regularly made national 

headlines. These themes often dominated discourse 

during the 2016 presidential election, and they remain a 

key point of division in debates over policy and national 

identity. But for Americans, this is nothing new. There is 

no part of our history as a nation that is not in some 

way touched by our fraught relationship with realities of 

race, which makes it all the more grave a problem that 

we are so poorly equipped to talk about it. 

We live today in an age of colorblindness in which the 

vast majority of Americans agree that the attitudes and 

policies of white supremacy that characterized race 

relations until the mid-twentieth century are morally 

repugnant. Nevertheless, most would also agree that 

things remain far from perfect, and many contend that 

race relations have actually worsened since the Civil 

Rights era. 

As a community of faith that is predominantly white (in 

a community that is also predominantly white), it is 

important that we begin this conversation together. 

Please join us in the chapel after worship (beginning 

Sunday, April 30) as we seek to understand our place in 

this discussion and what Christian faithfulness requires 

of us. 

Worship 

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

event that propels the church forward and justifies its 

message (and its existence). For Paul, if there is no Easter, 

there is no gospel, and there is no church. 

So, yeah, Easter is pretty important. It’s worth all the 

trouble we go to and so much more. Of all the days of the 

year, it’s the one that most succinctly captures the very 

basic nature of Christian hope and faith. Easter, like 

Passover before it, is the central reminder and celebration 

of God’s powerful action on our behalf. Christ is risen 

indeed! 

  In Christ, 
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Save the Date for VBS! 
July 31 - August 4 
We know how quickly summer calendars can fill up with activity, so please save-

the-dates for VBS 2017! 

If you have a passion for teaching preschoolers, we are actively recruiting 

teachers for VBS right now! We need a lead teacher in addition to volunteers to 

help lead Exploration Stations, Games, Crafts & Play, and Bible Adventures! 

We also need congregation members to begin collecting empty 2-liter bottles, 

coffee cans, soup cans, and cardboard tubes from paper towel rolls. Please 

place your items in the bin labeled for VBS in Fellowship Hall. 

Registration information will be available closer to VBS Week! Keep watching the newsletter for updates. 

Contact Kelly Carey at (248) 240-2101 to express a teaching interest or for additional information. 

We are looking forward to a couple of special musical 

selections from our Chancel Choir in April. For our Good 

Friday service we will welcome a couple of other area 

choirs to join us for this special combined service. 

On Easter Sunday, we'll have a few instrumentalists to 

join us for a special Easter choral anthem. 

We are anxiously anticipating the return of a few Snow 

Bird "regulars" in the Chancel Choir. However, anyone is 

always welcome to join us. We have fun making the 

best possible music we can at every Wednesday 

rehearsal and every Sunday morning service. No 

audition necessary. 

There will be no music rehearsals (bell or choir) on 

Wednesday, April 5. 

A reminder that children have two great opportunities 

to make music at MPC: 

Praise Team rehearses Sundays at 9:20 am 

Krystal Bells rehearses Sundays at 11:15 am 

Children 

Youth 
Upcoming Events 
Youth Group 
MPC Sunday evening Youth Group will meet twice in April- 16th and 23rd. We'll play 

games, eat snacks, and begin planning the June 18th Youth Take-over service. 

Our Milford/Huron Valley community has recently dealt with unusual tragic loss of 

loved ones. The SHAC will be hosting a Teen Support Night on Wednesday, April 19 

from 6-8pm. Contact Andrea Perry or Marcus LaPratt for more details. 

Music Notes 

GET YOUTH UPDATES 
VIA TEXT MESSAGE 

Visit the link below and provide 

your contact info. 

Students 

trunc.us/2eE997  

Parents 

trunc.us/C3D7aB 

http://trunc.us/2eE997
http://trunc.us/C3D7aB
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In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher 

Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David and Barb Burtch, 

Liam Klagges, Bill Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean 

McMullen, Greg Sacher, Jim Burley, Marty Martin, Sam 

Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Terry Chase, Beaman Smith, 

Durk Knebler, Chris Beebee, Suzi Link, Marie Webster, Tom 

Reynolds, Maria McCarty, Stella Shafer, Vince Ruggers, Roger 

Voorheis, Nora Wilson, Randy Fields, Barbara Good, George 

Wootton, Mary Weisheit, Jim Morrow, and all military 

personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

 SSG John Adrian 

 Sgt. Maj. Matthew Holtan 

 Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

 AP2 Kevin Warford 

 Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth 

 Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams 

Since our church was organized 

by Milford Settlers in 1838 the 

women of our church have 

organized themselves under 

many titles such as the Woman’s 

Foreign Missionary Society, the 

Woman’s Home Missionary 

Society, the Women’s Missionary 

Society, Ladies Aid Society, 

Women’s Guild, Women’s 

Association and by 1988 became 

Milford Presbyterian Women. Whatever the name their 

purpose has always been to study God’s Word, enjoy 

nurturing Christian fellowship, and serve others both near 

and far through mission. All female members of MPC are 

automatically included as members of MPW. 

Through the years small groups met regularly either at the 

church or in members’ homes during the day or evening to 

study the Bible and enjoy fellowship. There were many 

activities that served as fund raisers and/or Christian mission 

and fellowship such as sewing bandages for hospitals at home 

and abroad, making rugs, quilts, and children’s clothing, 

chicken pie dinners, harvest dinners, Lenten luncheons, 

motivational speakers, bazaars, pie sales, Advent by 

Candlelight, rummage and bake sales and others too 

numerous to mention. 

Our MPW contributes to specific mission projects of 

Presbyterian Women of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and 

the Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of Detroit 

(PWPW). We give a pledged amount quarterly to the PWPD. 

We also contribute to the Thank Offering in November 

(envelope included in box of offering envelopes), Fellowship 

of the Least Coin (pennies at circle meeting), and clothing and 

other items for the October Ingathering. We also contribute 

funds to confer an Honorary Life Membership in 

“Presbyterian Women” to women of the church in 

recognition of their faithful service in the church. (We will be 

honoring some members later in the spring.) Honorary Life 

Membership funds support Presbyterian Women’s 

Leadership Development Grants. Locally, MPW has provided 

funds for projects/events both in our church and community 

such as youth scholarships, Sunday School classroom 

equipment, hymnals, Rebuilding Together Oakland County, 

Blessings in a Backpack, Second Mile Center of Detroit, and 

many other worthy causes. 

We appreciate the presence, significance and individual 

contribution of each of the women and events that supported 

and represented MPC for the past 179 years. The small token 

of a piece of candy and Bible verse that you received at 

church Sunday March12 and/or March 19 is a reminder that 

you too are appreciated and valued as a child of God and our 

sister in Christ. 

The outgoing officers and other MPW board members are 

working as a transition team seeking God’s guidance and your 

input to nurture the faith and support the mission work of all 

women of the MPW of Milford Presbyterian Church. In the 

next 6-8 weeks watch for more information on bulletin 

boards, in the newsletter and look for MPW members 

wearing a badge that says “Ask me about MPW!” We invite 

all women to get to know a few other women you don’t know 

now and talk about what you’d like MPW to do and be to 

better serve each other and the world as Christ’s hands and 

feet. 

Community Notes 

Milford Presbyterian Women 
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A Look Back 
MPC World Tour in One Evening 
The Ladies Aid Society 1902 fundraiser had MPC traveling the 

world without even leaving our little hamlet of Milford. Two 

hundred members and friends were on board that evening. 

First destination arrival at 4:00 p.m. was in Washington D.C. 

(Lovejoys home). President and Mrs. Roosevelt, George and 

Martha Washington and other notables greeted guests in the 

receiving line. Red, white, and blue was, of course, the color 

scheme. Waiters served salad, wafers, chocolate, and cake in 

the dining room. 

Next destination was Dublin (Fieldens home). This was the 

most popular country and several tourists traveled back to visit 

this country that evening. Lads and lasses with their Irish 

speech and dress looked like they had just arrived from the Old 

Sod of Ireland. 

They were welcomed with the proverbial pig in the parlor and 

chickens under the bed. A true tradition and a must in this case 

to keep with the Irish theme. Who doesn't do that? 

Al Elker, with his violin, pleasured the tourists to no end with 

his toe tapping tunes that night. The bill of fare was potato 

chips, potato salad, bread, mush, and milk. 

Next destination was St. Petersburg (Wells home). This country 

gave everyone a look at true Russian royalty. The Grand 

Marshall introduced the Czar and Czarina in gaily Russian attire 

to all and Russian peasants, dressed in their colorful skirts, 

tops, and trousers, gave another side of Russian culture. Menu 

included coffee, noodle soup, and viands. Viand is a old French 

word meaning something so good you will think about for a 

week after you ate it. What is your favorite viand? Mine: A 

French whip cream pastry found in an Asian bakery in 

Chinatown in Philly. Go figure. 

Last destination members traveled to the orient to Japan (Arms 

home). The Emperor and Empress and their Court honored 

their American guests with true Asian humbleness. A tea 

ceremony was served, of course, in 

ancient Oriental fashion. Japanese 

decorations were abundant 

throughout the house. Beautiful 

Japanese garb was much evident that 

evening. 

In 1902, this was their entertainment. 

Getting together with family and 

friends for fellowship and staying 

connected. As you witnessed, folks 

back then had to make a big effort to make an event 

entertaining. No Googling to see what they should serve or 

searching Pinterest for ways to decorate. No flat screens, 

computers, or Facebook either. What would they think of this 

new technology back then? 

After all their hard work and dedication by all, the Ladies Aid 

Society considered their fundraiser a big success in the tune 

they cleared $20.00 for the basement furnishings fund. Doesn't 

sound worth it but in 1902 $20 was about $560 today. So, good 

job Ladies!!! 

Stepping back further in MPC history… In 1890, the Ladies 

Home Mission Society hosted a "Carnival of Nations". A 

Russian, Japanese, French, and Spanish booth complete with 

their country theme food, decorations, and garb was held for 

two days in the G.A.R, the building next door to our church. 

Also a New England supper was provided. The Ladies Aid 

Society probably thought it was such a great success, twelve 

years back they decided instead to have it at members homes. 

Hey, sounds like they had the decorations and clothing already, 

right? Today that is called reusing and recycling. 

Correction: the March article on Milford fires should have read 

the Holmes Livery Stable on Canal Street, not the Ten Cent 

Penny Barn, which is now the Fifth Third Bank area. Both had 

tragic fires of their own. Thanks, Mary Lou!! 

Sandi Muirhead 

MPC Historian 

At its stated meeting on Tuesday, March 21, the session took the following actions: 

 received the statistical report (total membership as of March 21 is 471); 

 released funds for the purpose of replacing the building's sections of flat roof; 

 approved the baptism of Cooper Douglas Ganhs, son of Doug & Erika Ganhs, on March 26, 2017; and 

 designated Sunday, May 21, as the day for the ordination and installation of officers. 

The next stated session meeting is Tuesday, April 25, at 7 pm. 

Session Report 
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Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the Parlor. 

Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738 

Get Involved 

It has been a pleasure to serve in the church by managing the 

kitchen for these past 10 years. After much thought and prayer I 

have decided to step down. I have asked Tom Neff to take over 

the duties of managing the kitchen and he has agreed to do so. 

I want to thank everyone who has helped me over the years 

with the kitchen clean up. I'm sure that in the future if Tom asks 

for volunteers to clean up the kitchen he will receive the same 

generous cooperation you gave me. 

Your sister in Christ, Kathy Wilson 

I want to thank all the people who helped me when I tried to 

come to church and fell, as well as all those who did other things 

including the blanket. The broken pelvis and finger seem to be 

almost healed, but I am still too old to do as I did in the past. 

Many of you are more skillful at giving the kind of help you gave 

me than I am. I started life as being very shy and naïve about 

doing that kind of help. However, I learned how to overcome my 

shyness and spent my lifetime trying to learn more about how 

our minds work and the problems we have. I discovered that 

while being good Christians and doing what the Bible teaches is 

very helpful, there is still more we need to learn and do in these 

modern times. Although there is still much more that I have 

learned and can tell, I want to give you the gift of some very 

important information I have learned which the teachings of 

Christianity fail to teach adequately. 

What the Bible teaches has done a lot of good and I don’t want 

you to think I am saying it is wrong. But times have changed with 

all we are able to do in these modern times. rom printing, 

telephones, radio and television to easy transportation we have 

better communication. It is too easy to believe these abilities are 

all good and ignore something which has not changed. In spite 

of this, we still need to focus on teaching young children 

because what they learn in their youth does a lot to control their 

behavior for the rest of their lives. They pass their beliefs on to 

their children generation after generation for thousands of 

years. We still have divisions between groups such as Christians 

and Jews even when we all believe the same God wants the 

same things for all of us. Even Christians are dividing into more 

denominations at the present. We are competing and separating 

when we need to cooperate and come together. Children need 

to learn it is possible to overcome such problems by learning 

what God really wants from us. 

What does He want? After much thought and effort, I am 

convinced the GOAL of these teachings is to make life as good as 

is possible for all people both now and in the future. From the 

Ten Commandments to all Jesus taught about love and doing 

unto others as you would have them do unto you, this is what it 

teaches. If you do these things, you will be doing what it teaches 

toward the promise of Heaven and there will be less need to be 

forgiven. Even if there was no God, Heaven nor Hell, doing this 

way would still be the best way to make life as good as is 

possible for everyone. If we think carefully, we should come to 

this conclusion even if there were no biblical teachings. 

Even if you see the above as simple common sense, you may 

have difficulty accepting it. Remember: we need to teach 

children just as soon as they are able to learn. I have more to tell 

but I will leave the rest for future writings. Thanks again for all 

you have done for me and everyone. 

Jim Morrow 

Thank You! 
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Return Service Requested 
Time Value 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

April 5 
Wednesday Night Live 

April 9 
All-Church Brunch 

April 13 
Maundy Thursday Worship 

April 14 
Community Good Friday Worship @ MPC 

April 16 
Easter Sunday 

April 29 
Rebuilding Together 

Dates to Remember 
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