
In ancient Hebrew, the word is 

tehillim, which means “praises.” In 

Greek, it’s psalmoi, meaning “songs.” 

We know them today as the Psalms: 

one of the largest and best known 

books of the Bible. In the simplest 

possible terms, the Psalms are a 

collection of songs. But this description 

barely does them justice. They are 

prayers. They are shouts of 

thanksgiving. They are pleas for God’s 

intervention. They are the dark and 

vengeful broodings of burdened souls. 

They are tearful cries of anguish. In 

their great variety, the Psalms 

represent the full emotional range of 

relationship with God. 

In the words of biblical scholar Ellen 

Davis, 

[The Psalms are about] speaking our mind 

honestly and fully before God. The Psalms 

are a kind of First Amendment for the 

faithful. They guarantee us complete 

freedom of speech before God, and 

then...they give us a detailed model of 

how to exercise that freedom, even up to 

its dangerous limits, to the very brink of 

rebellion (Ellen F. Davis, Getting Involved 

with God, 8-9). 

While Scripture is held to be God’s 

word for humanity, at its heart is this 

collection that uniquely represents 

humanity’s word to God: the cries of 

human hearts to their creator. Perhaps 

more than anything else, this is what 

makes the Psalms so remarkable, and 

so instrumental in the worshipful, 

theological, and devotional life of both 

Christians and Jews. The Psalms infuse 

our worship. Our very language of 

prayer borrows shamelessly from the 

language of these songs. New 

Testament writers quote the Psalms 

more frequently than they quote the 

prophets.  

And yet, despite their central 

significance to our shared faith, in 

almost nine years of ordained ministry 

I can count on one hand the number of 

times I have taken a psalm as my 

primary sermon text. And those few 

times that I have done so, it has been 

to serve the purpose of a larger 

theme, never to focus on the psalm 

itself. Perhaps I find their exposition 

difficult because they represent such 

elemental expressions of the human 

heart. Or maybe I find them 

intimidating because they reveal a 

passion and intensity that I often feel 

is lacking in my own relationship with 

God. 

Whatever the explanation, my silence 

on the Psalms will be broken this year 

during Lent. The sermon series, 

beginning Sunday, March 5, and 

continuing through Easter Sunday, will 

treat several of the categories of songs 

and prayers that make up the 

collection, such as confession, lament, 

trust, and praise. In addition, our 

worship services will incorporate the 

psalms musically in some exciting new 

ways. 

During the season of Lent—the seven-

week season of preparation for 

Easter—I would encourage you to 

make the Psalms a central part of your 

devotional life (if you read just three 

each day, you’ll read them all by 

Easter). As you will also see in the 

coming weeks, I will be encouraging 

everyone to try their hand at writing 

their own psalm. And if enough people 

participate, we might even be able to 

publish MPC’s own book of psalms. My 

Lenten devotion will be to write one 

psalm each week. 

I’m very excited to allow the Psalms to 

saturate our worship (and my heart) 

over the next several weeks.  I hope 

that you will join me in exploring not 

only the depths of this scriptural 

resource, but also the depths of your 

own heart, and perhaps find new ways 

of connecting with God. 

  In Christ, 

Milford Presbyterian Church 
238 North Main Street, Milford, Michigan 48381 

www.milfordpc.org 
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Music Notes 
Join our choir! 
We rehearse Wednesdays 7:30-9 pm in the sanctuary. NO AUDITION NECESSARY! Join us for fellowship... use your 

voice as a way to worship through song. 

Do you play an instrument? We are always looking to showcase talent in our worship services. Dust off your guitar, 

clarinet, French horn, and we’ll find a way to include you in a service. 

Ash Wednesday 
Wednesday, March 1 
Dinner at 6, followed by worship at 6:45 in the chapel 

Lent is the period of time leading up to Easter that for 

centuries has been a time of self-reflection for 

Christians—a time to realign priorities, renew 

commitment, and draw closer to the God who has 

redeemed us in Christ. Join us for worship as we begin 

the season of Lent with the imposition of ashes—a 

symbol of our sin and our mortality—so that we can 

celebrate with joy on Easter the good news that both 

our sin and our mortality have been overcome in Christ. 

Save the Date 
April 29 

MPC will take part in the Rebuilding Together Oakland County 

spring project this year. We will need many volunteers to help 

make minor home repairs and outdoor cleanup. 

Hot Dog! Everyone Eats 
4th Wednesday of the month 
Beginning this month, MPC will serve a hot dog lunch on 

the last Wednesday of every month at Spirit of Hope 

Detroit with Everyone Eats, a ministry of the Presbytery 

of Detroit. (This is a continuation of the program we 

were once a part of that was housed at Fourth 

Presbyterian.) We will be serving about 150 guests each 

week. We will start Wednesday March 22, leaving 

church at 9:45 and serving from 12:00 to 1:00. Each 

month we will need about 10 volunteers. A sign-up 

sheet is on the window of the office. 

Every month we will create a new version of the old-

fashioned American favorite. Coney dogs, cheese dogs, 

and grilled onions and peppers are just a sample on 

what can be put of a hot dog. If you have a favorite 

topping to suggest, let us know. 

If you like to bake, we will be serving cookies every 

month for dessert. If you’re too busy, you can always 

donate easy-to-bake packaged cookie dough. Please 

place donations in a box or bag, label them “E1E,” and 

leave them on the counter in the kitchen service 

window on the Sunday before the last Wednesday of 

the month. 

This new project is the first monthly mission 

commitment that we have had in a while. The Mission 

Committee hopes that you will be able to help in 

whatever way is most suitable to your schedule. If you 

have questions or would like more information, please 

contact Hanne Bishop (hanneloreetb@gmail.com). 

Events & Activities 
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A Look Back 
FIRE! FIRE! 
That was Milford’s first fire alarm! No cell phones or 

calling 911 back then. 

Milford’s first fire protection was a bucket brigade in 

1860. Their wives raised funds to make their handsome 

red flannel trousers and jackets. 

In 1877, our little village bought their first fire engine 

dubbed “Little Squirt.” In August a group of citizens 

formed the first volunteer fire company, called the “Hook 

and Ladder Company”. 

Years later the North and South’s blazing rivalry raised its 

fiery head once more. The North’s fire department was 

the Monitor Fire Co., and the South’s was the Pioneer Fire 

Company. 

The rivalry in this case was over who would get to the 

flames first. First company to get water on the blaze 

scored honors on that day. 

Years later, in May of 1929, the north-side fire 

department got “burned” by the Detroit Times for their 

un-fireman-like appearance. It’s all about the lot of 

dress…. 

The fire department was taking part in a mock wedding 

ceremony in which all the actors were males. In the 

middle of the play, a hysterical woman crashed into the 

Milford Auditorium, yelling that the downtown garage 

was in flames. 

The firemen—in their awful white wigs, dresses and high 

heels—high-tailed it from the stage and off to get their 

apparatus. One asked, “Is this a joke?” Another shouted, 

“Look out the darn window!” 

The firemen, still in wigs and dresses, climbed ladders, 

roofs and trees to prevent the flames from spreading to 

other buildings. 

Our church and six other residential roofs were damaged 

but spared destruction that day by the oddly-attired fire 

fighters. 

Spectators stopped with open 

mouths to see gaily clad old 

women running up and down 

ladders, while on the ground 

strong, able-bodied men with 

crossed arms just watched while 

these poor women-folk battled 

this out-of-control blaze. 

The Pontiac fire department made 

it in record time, driving 19 miles in 20 minutes, to help 

their neighboring town. 

The brave Milford fire department volunteers no doubt 

got a lot of teasing after the fire was reported in the 

newspaper the next day. It was probably the hottest talk 

of the town that week.  

In 1912, thirteen horses perished in a fire at the 10 Cent 

Penny Barn, which is ironically the same location of the 

garage that burned in May 1929. It is where the Pita 

House is now. 

The most tragic fire in Milford in my lifetime was the loss 

of three volunteer firefighters (two men and a woman 

who’s husband was also a firefighter) while conducting a 

training exercise that erupted into a flashover. 

Our beautiful fire station on Huron Street is located on 

what was Milford’s original town square in the early 

1800’s. I guess that would make it a “Southsider”! 

Sandi Muirhead 

MPC Historian 

From the Treasurer 
April 2016 - January 2017 

 Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

 INCOME $304,164 $271,644 $32,520 

 EXPENSES $284,241 $267,889 $16,352 

 TOTAL $19,923 $3,755 $16,168 
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Rebuilding Together 
Saturday, April 29 

Mark your calendars and plan to help a local 

homeowner. More details soon. 

Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the 

Parlor. Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738 

Ushers Needed 
We are in need of several ushers for our regular usher 

teams. You would usher one Sunday per month on the 

same Sunday every month and are asked to arrive 1/2 

hour prior to the service to hand out bulletins, assist 

parishioners, light candles, etc. Also after the service 

you would assist in straightening and clean up of pews 

and turn out lights. Please contact the church office 

with questions or to express your interest 

Meals on Wheels 
Beginning with the January deliveries, Kathy Donn has 

stepped into Anne Grissim’s place scheduling Meals on 

Wheels. Anne, Sandy Trombley, Barb Klein and our 

driver volunteers have each helped to make the 

transition seamless. Enormous gratitude is extended to 

each of them. Anne is retiring from some pretty special 

shoes and her dedication is greatly appreciated. 

If you would like to donate a few hours once every few 

months, we have room for a few more volunteers to 

join in this worthwhile program. 

If you’re interested in finding out more or would like to 

volunteer, please call Kathy Donn at 248-245-8037 or 

email kathledon@aol.com. 

 

Get Involved 

At its stated meeting on Tuesday, February 21, the session took the following actions: 

 approved changes to the membership roll (total membership as of February 21 is 472); 

 approved the baptism of Teagan Rose Locey on Sunday, March 12; 

 granted permission to Bob Milne to sell CDs and other merchandise after the March 24 concert in our 

building; 

 granted permission to the Milford Historical Society also to sell materials after the March 24 concert; 

 approved the purchase of a new projector; and 

 called the annual meeting of the congregation for Sunday, April 30, after worship, for the purpose of 

approving Pastor Anderson’s terms of call, electing corporate officers, and presenting the 2017-2018 budget. 

The next stated session meeting is Tuesday, March 21, at 7:00 pm 

Session Report 
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Thank you for all the wonderful coats, boots, etc. 

contributed during the past months. We delivered seven 

bags of men’s coats, boots, etc. to the Spirit of Hope 

church “Everyone Eats” program. Nine large bags of 

children’s and women’s clothing went to the Second Mile 

Center of Detroit. 

MPC Mission Committee 

Sincere thanks to so many members and friends for your 

prayers and monetary contributions to the Another Way 

Pregnancy Center. MPC contributed $1,111.76 (plus 

contributions received late, yet to be counted). 

MPC Christian Education Committee 

Thank you to the Deacons for the flowers, cookies at 

Christmas and all the cards, thoughts and prayers 

throughout the last couple of years. They definitely 

brighten my day and I appreciate everything. 

George Wootton 

I want to thank all the people who helped me when I tried 

to come to church and fell, as well as all those who did 

other things including the blanket. The broken pelvis and 

finger seem to be almost healed, but I am still too old to 

do as I did in the past. Many of you are more skillful at 

giving the kind of help you gave me than I am. I started life 

as being very shy and naïve about doing that kind of help. 

However, I learned how to overcome my shyness and 

spent my lifetime trying to learn more about how our 

minds work and the problems we have. I discovered that 

while being good Christians and doing what the Bible 

teaches is very helpful, there is still more we need to learn 

and do in these modern times. Although there is still much 

more that I have learned and can tell, I want to give you 

the gift of some very important information I have learned 

which the teachings of Christianity fail to teach 

adequately. 

What the Bible teaches has done a lot of good and I don’t 

want you to think I am saying it is wrong. But times have 

changed with all we are able to do in these modern times. 

rom printing, telephones, radio and television to easy 

transportation we have better communication. It is too 

easy to believe these abilities are all good and ignore 

something which has not changed. In spite of this, we still 

need to focus on teaching young children because what 

they learn in their youth does a lot to control their 

behavior for the rest of their lives. They pass their beliefs 

on to their children generation after generation for 

thousands of years. We still have divisions between groups 

such as Christians and Jews even when we all believe the 

same God wants the same things for all of us. Even 

Christians are dividing into more denominations at the 

present. We are competing and separating when we need 

to cooperate and come together. Children need to learn it 

is possible to overcome such problems by learning what 

God really wants from us. 

What does He want? After much thought and effort, I am 

convinced the GOAL of these teachings is to make life as 

good as is possible for all people both now and in the 

future. From the Ten Commandments to all Jesus taught 

about love and doing unto others as you would have them 

do unto you, this is what it teaches. If you do these things, 

you will be doing what it teaches toward the promise of 

Heaven and there will be less need to be forgiven. Even if 

there was no God, Heaven nor Hell, doing this way would 

still be the best way to make life as good as is possible for 

everyone. If we think carefully, we should come to this 

conclusion even if there were no biblical teachings. 

Even if you see the above as simple common sense, you 

may have difficulty accepting it. Remember: we need to 

teach children just as soon as they are able to learn. I have 

more to tell but I will leave the rest for future writings. 

Thanks again for all you have done for me and everyone. 

Jim Morrow 

Thank You! 
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Save the Date for VBS! 
July 31 - August 4 
We know how quickly summer calendars can fill up with activity, so please 

save-the-dates for VBS 2017! 

If you have a passion for teaching preschoolers, we are actively recruiting 

teachers for VBS right now! We need a lead teacher in addition to 

volunteers to help lead Exploration Stations, Games, Crafts & Play, and Bible 

Adventures! 

We also need congregation members to begin collecting empty 2-liter 

bottles, coffee cans, soup cans, and cardboard tubes from paper towel rolls. 

Please place your items in the bin labeled for VBS in Fellowship Hall. 

Registration information will be available closer to VBS Week! Keep watching the newsletter for updates. 

Contact Kelly Carey at (248) 240-2101 to express a teaching interest or for additional information. 

Youth 
Upcoming Events 
Youth Group 
Mar 1 6 pm-7 pm Wednesday Night Live 

Mar 3-5  Spring Hill Camp 

Mar 12 6:30 pm-8 pm Youth Group @ MPC 

Mar 19 6:30 pm-8 pm Youth Group @ MPC 

Mar 26 6:30 pm-8 pm Youth Group @ MPC (Bring $5 for pizza night) 

Special thanks to all who ordered, assembled, and ate subs! The youth raised nearly 

$1,000 to help with expenses to Spring Hill Retreat and Week of Hope Mission Trip in 

June. 

Thank you for your patience as we update and streamline the MPC Children and Youth Policy. We want to provide a 

safe place for all! If you have ideas, please contact Kelly or Marcus. 

Pray for the 19 of us who will be attending Spring Hill March 3-5. Pray for safe travels, and pray that the Holy Spirit 

will fill our retreat time with fun, fellowship, and worship! 

Special thanks to the following local companies who offered discounts on sub ingredients (produce, bread, cookies, 

etc.): 

The Milford Baking Company 

Kroger of Milford 

Colasanti’s Market 

GET YOUTH UPDATES 
VIA TEXT MESSAGE 

Visit the link below and provide 

your contact info. 

Students 

trunc.us/2eE997  

Parents 

trunc.us/C3D7aB 

Children 

http://trunc.us/2eE997
http://trunc.us/C3D7aB
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My Heart Cries Out 
A Sermon Series for Lent 
The book of Psalms is one of the most familiar books of the Bible, even for those who do not call themselves Jews or 

Christians. It is a collection of 150 songs by a variety of authors in a wide range of circumstances. They give voice to 

every human emotion, all expressed in the context of covenant relationship to the God of Israel. During the season of 

Lent, we explore the many ways the psalmists cry out to God—in joy, pain, and everything in between—and in so 

doing, we delve more deeply into our own hearts and discover the prayers waiting to find a voice. 

Write Your Own Psalm 
As we explore the Psalms during Lent, why not try your hand at writing your own? And if you’re willing, please share 

it with us. Visit milfordpc.org/psalms for more information. 

Worship 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David and Barb 

Burtch, Liam Klagges, Bill Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean McMullen, Greg Sacher, Jim Burley, Marty Martin, 

Sam Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Terry Chase, Beaman Smith, Durk Knebler, Chris Beebee, Suzi Link, Marie 

Webster, Tom Reynolds, Maria McCarty, Stella Shafer, Vince Ruggers, Roger Voorheis, Nora Wilson, Randy Fields, 

Barbara Good, George Wootton, Mary Weisheit, Jim Morrow, and all military personnel of our congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

 SSG John Adrian 

 Sgt. Maj. Matthew Holtan 

 Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

 AP2 Kevin Warford 

 Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth 

 Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams 

Community Notes 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 

The MPC Mission Committee would like to coordinate 

ways we as a church can provide assistance to members of 

our church and community on an as-needed basis. If you 

are able to offer assistance, please visit : 

milfordpc.org/helping-hands 

MPC Helping Hands 
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Return Service Requested 
Time Value 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

March 1 
Ash Wednesday (dinner and worship at 6:00 pm) 

March 5 
First Sunday of Lent & Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper 

March 22 
Everyone Eats (Spirit of Hope Detroit) 

Dates to Remember 

ARE YOU SUBSCRIBED TO eNEWS? 
Just about every Friday, we send out an email with 

important information about upcoming events, 

service opportunities, and other happenings 

in the life of the church. 

Visit milfordpc.org/enews to sign up. 
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