
The last several months have 

brought some really fascinating 

discussions of the meaning of "truth" 

to the forefront of the American 

public consciousness. According to 

the Oxford English Dictionary, the 

word of the year for 2016 was "post-

truth." Merriam-Webster placed 

"surreal" atop its list, and the 

Macquarie Dictionary (for Australian 

English) selected "fake news." Just 

days before this writing, Trump 

adviser Kellyanne Conway caused a 

stir by claiming on NBC's Meet the 

Press that Sean Spicer, Trump's press 

secretary, was presenting 

"alternative facts" in his first official 

White House briefing ("facts" that 

were easily rebutted by the 

evidence). 

When Pilate was interrogating Jesus, 

he asked (rhetorically), "What is 

truth?" Very likely, Pilate was giving 

voice to his struggle to ascertain the 

concrete truth of the accusations 

brought against a man who did not 

seem deserving of a state execution. 

But with our twenty-first century 

ears, we hear a very different 

question: "Is there any such thing as 

'truth'?" 

The Western world came of age 

during the Enlightenment: a post-

Renaissance explosion of learning, 

inquiry, and innovation premised 

upon the belief that truth is a real, 

objective thing that can be 

discovered through the exercise of 

pure, unbridled reason. The 

Enlightenment gave birth to the 

industrial revolution, it was the dawn 

of representative government, it was 

a new flowering of art and 

philosophy, and it produced the likes 

of Darwin, Newton, Jefferson, 

Franklin, and so many other 

intellectual giants. There seemed no 

end to human progress in search of 

this thing called Truth. 

But this modern era, characterized 

by confidence in human 

achievement and potential, was 

radically questioned in the twentieth 

century as colonial powers lost 

ground to resurgent indigenous 

populations, the evils of racism and 

the displacement of aboriginal 

peoples came more fully into the 

light, and two world wars ravaged 

Europe's centers of power and 

intellect. The ideals of human 

progress came apart at the seams, 

and we were left asking, "What is 

truth?" 

Competing truth claims abound in 

the world today. Meanwhile, each of 

us holds our own convictions 

regarding what is True, and nothing 

short of a seismic shock to our 

worldview is going to alter those 

convictions. So who is right? Whose 

truth is the Real Truth? It is often 

said these days that we live in a post-

truth world. But what does that 

mean? And can faithful Christians 

inhabit such a world? 

It's time again to ask Pilate's timeless 

question: "What is truth?" 

There are different shades of truth. 

Truth can be treated as fact. When 

speaking of truth in this sense, one 

does not have the luxury of just any 

truth one pleases ("alternative 

facts," if you will), because that's just 

not how things work. Statements of 

fact can be proved (or disproved), 

and their status as truth stands or 

falls accordingly. I certainly hope we 

do not live in a post-fact world 

(though I have had cause to wonder 

lately). 
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Wednesday Night Live 
Wednesday, February 1, 6-7:30 pm 
Join us for dinner, trivia, 

activities for children and 

youth. Nursery care will 

be provided for children 

up to 36 months of age. 

We’re excited to welcome 

back Howell Nature Center for another exciting live-

animal presentation. This is great fun for all ages—you 

don’t want to miss it! 

Soup Showdown 
Saturday, February 4 
BRING YOUR KETTLE. TEST YOUR METTLE. 

Join us for our annual Soup Showdown. Bring a crock 

pot full of your favorite soup with any required fixings. 

Or, come ready to eat some delicious soups. Tasters will 

vote for their favorite soup. 

Another Way Pregnancy Center 
Baby Bottle Drive 
Sunday, February 5 
AWPC needs us to help them help others facing 

unplanned pregnancies and difficult choices during 

challenging times. Our donations help pay the rent and 

keep the doors open to those needing life-affirming 

options. Please return your baby bottle with the silver 

coins, bills or check to church on Sunday, February 5. 

We will delivery your gifts to AWPC. Receipts for tax 

purposes will be issued if you fill in your name and 

address on the tag on the bottle. Thank you for your 

generous prayers and financial support. 

Church Ladies Movie Club 
February 7, 6:30 pm 
The CLMC will meet in the Parlor to view the movie 

"The Staircase", a story based on the real legend of the 

"miraculous stairway" at the Sisters of Loretto Chapel in 

Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

All ladies are welcome to join us for movie watching, 

refreshments, and fellowship. Feel free to bring a friend. 

Contact Susan Linn at 248-310-4493 or 

SLinn465@aol.com for questions or concerns. 

Milford Presbyterian Women 
Monday, February 13, 7 pm 
The next meeting of the MPW Board/Transition Team 

will meet on Monday, February 13 in the Westminster 

Room. 

All-Church Brunch 
Sunday, February 19 

You are invited to stay after worship and enjoy a 

delicious hot brunch in Fellowship Hall provided by 

MPC’s Men’s Presbyterian Association. Suggested 

donation is $5 per person, $2 for children under five, 

and $10 for the whole family. 

Church World Services blanket 
drive 
February 2017 

The deacons are promoting the Church World Services 

blanket drive during February. $10 will cover the cost of 

a blanket. These blankets are distributed world wide 

(including people right here in Michigan) to people in 

need, oftentimes as the result of a natural disaster or 

war. For those with envelopes, a blanket donation 

envelope can be found in your envelope box. For 

others, there are special envelopes in the pew racks for 

this purpose. Thank you for your generosity. 

Events & Activities 
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A Look Back 
MPC Original Chicken Pies 
MPC came way before KFC. Chef Neff's humongous 

chicken pot pies were not the first to be enjoyed within 

our walls. 

Wilbur Johnson (Mr. Milford), a former longtime 

member, tells the story how they did it back in their day. 

First lets get something straight, they were called chicken 

pies back then not pot pies like we know them now. Ok 

back to the story: 

It started around 1929. The Ladies Aid Society would have 

a big fall fundraiser selling homemade chicken pies to 

hungry guests. 

Ladies would cook and debone dozens of chickens the 

day before. Then the day of the dinner they would fill the 

tin with chicken, vegetables and gravy. For the crust they 

would use three biscuits. 

At that time they had no ovens in the church, so they 

would put them in a little cart that looked like a lawn cart. 

They put about forty chicken pies on trays at a time. Off 

they would go to Baker Bill on Main St. to have them 

baked. Bill would put them in the oven to bake golden 

brown and while they were in the oven they would go 

back to the church to get forty more. Then the forty 

baked pies would head back to the church where hungry 

Milford folk would be waiting. They would sell about two 

hundred in one night. The cost was under fifty cents and 

included salad and dessert. I 

think our dinners are a little 

more than that now I believe. 

Wilbur's wife, Milver, was the 

Chairperson for ten years and 

nothing or nobody ruffled her 

feathers. She was for sure the 

Mother Hen. 

Myrtle Rowe (Rowe Rd Rowes) 

remembers her waiting on 

tables during a chicken pie night and four people sat 

down. They had to wait a good hour it seemed before the 

pies arrived from the bakery. All the wait staff got up to 

deliver the pies to their tables. A certain girl (Myrtle 

wouldn't say her name) lined the remaining pies up her 

arm and there was none for Myrtle's table. She was 

madder than a wet hen. A kind gentleman saw this and 

came over and said I was "No Hand To Push". He stood by 

me and I indeed got the pies next time. 

Chef Neff's pies are very popular and feed a table of eight 

but I am sure those ladies back then would be astounded 

at the size and the cost of one of those Costco pies today. 

Did you know the kitchen back then was where the family 

bathroom is downstairs now? Kind of hard to picture. 

Sandi Muirhead 

MPC Historian 

From the Treasurer 
April - December 2016 

 Actual Budget Over/(Under) 

 INCOME $275,081 $243,346 $31,735 

 EXPENSES $254,546 $242,582 $11,964 

 TOTAL $20,535 $764 $19,771 
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Bible Study Opportunities 
Please join one of our adult Bible study groups available 

here at MPC 

Adult Bible Study 
Sunday morning at 9:00 am in the Westminster Room. 

Barb Muirhead, (248) 684-2702. 

Women’s Agape Circle 
Second Monday of each month at 10:00 am in the 

Westminster Room. Joyce Herriman (248) 714-8779. 

Women’s Hope Circle 
Third Tuesday of each month from 7 to 9 pm in the 

Parlor. Sharon St. John (248) 684-6489. 

Men’s Weekly Bible Study 
Wednesday morning at 7:30 am in the Parlor. 

Bob Trombley (248) 887-2878. 

Community Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings at 9:30 am in the Westminster 

Room. Jan Keef (248) 685-8738 

Cupcakes to Cookies 
The cupcake ministry has been discontinued due to 

changes in food regulations for the Truck Ministry 

distributing food to the homeless. However, MPC is 

rejoining the Detroit Presbytery "Everyone Eats" food 

service program in Detroit. We will need volunteers to 

make cookies that we will serve as part of the lunches 

we will serve lunch on the fourth Wednesday of each 

month at the Spirit of Hope Church. Watch for 

announcements as to where and when the cookies will 

be needed each month. 

Serving the Hungry 
We need your help 
For the last two months, the MPC Mission Committee 

has been in conversation with Everyone Eats, a ministry 

to the hungry in downtown Detroit. Four Presbyterian 

churches participate in a monthly rotation to serve 

lunch every Wednesday all year long. They were in need 

of another church partner, and we are excited to take 

part in this important service. 

Fourth Wednesdays 

Beginning Wednesday, March 22, we will send a team 

of 8-10 people to serve lunch at Spirit of Hope Church 

(at MLK Blvd and Trumbull Ave). Most of the food that 

will be served will be provided for us, we just need to 

provide the help to serve it. 

Volunteers needed 

This is a monthly commitment for us, which means that 

every fourth Wednesday we will need to have a team to 

do the job. We are hoping to get a lot of different 

people involved in this effort, so it is not necessary to 

make a monthly commitment. Sign up for the month 

that works best for you. A sign-up sheet will be posted 

on the office window. 

Donations 

Everyone Eats also works to meet occasional urgent 

clothing needs for its guests. They are currently in need 

of new (or gently used) mens belts, hats, gloves, and 

heavy shoes or boots for winter. 

Questions? 

Contact Hanne Bishop (hanneloreeb@gmail.com). 

Get Involved 

The MPC Mission Committee would like to coordinate 

ways we as a church can provide assistance to members of 

our church and community on an as-needed basis. If you 

are able to offer assistance, please visit : 

milfordpc.org/helping-hands 

MPC Helping Hands 



February 2017 | Page 5 

The Milford Messenger 

 

Music Notes 

Rehearsal Schedules 
Wednesdays 
Westminster Handbells 6:30-7:30 pm Music Room 

Chancel Choir 7:30-9:00 pm Sanctuary 

Sundays 
Praise Team (Grades K-4) 9:20-9:50 am Music Room 

Krystal Bells (Ages 4-10) 11:15-11:45 am Music Room 

But truth in the religious or philosophical sense is an 

entirely different animal. Certain historic religions 

(Christianity and Islam, most notably) have long held 

that their particular religious understandings (or 

dogmas) are true in the factual sense: objectively 

accurate descriptions of reality (in spite of not meeting 

the basic scientific test of falsifiability to which any fact 

must be duly submitted). Given that assumption, it 

makes perfect sense to try to convince everyone else in 

the world that you are right and they are wrong. 

But the more we learn of other worldviews—and the 

more we recognize how significantly our own religion 

has changed over the course of history—the harder it is 

to maintain the position that we are the sole proprietors 

of absolute, unchanging Truth. Living in a post-modern 

(post-truth) world requires a willingness to give an open 

ear to the truth claims that surround us. This does not 

require abandoning what we believe to be true, but it 

does require humility as we acknowledge that we have 

no greater claim to absolute Truth (i.e., being right) than 

anyone else. 

One of the basic principles of the Presbyterian tradition 

is that “the truth is in order to goodness”—the truth 

ought to make us good people who lead lives worthy of 

the gospel. And the truth of the gospel is not that Jesus 

lived at a particular moment in history (factual as that 

may be). The truth of the gospel is that the God who 

created everything is a good, loving God who desires 

good for all people. You can't fact-check this truth. You 

can't test it in a lab and try to falsify it. But if it shapes us 

into more loving, giving, compassionate people, that’s 

about as true as truth can get. 

 In Christ, 

...CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE 

At its stated meeting on Tuesday, January 17, the session took the following actions: 

 approved changes to the membership roll (total membership as of January 17 is 472); and 

 approved the baptism of Carson and Willow Stassi on Sunday, March 19. 

The next stated meeting of session is Tuesday, February 21, at 7:00 pm. 

Session Report 
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Please register your children 
If you haven’t already done so, please register your 

children for Sunday school. This helps us to be prepared 

each week, and it allows us to better stay in touch with 

you about what’s happening with our children’s 

programs. Sign up online at 

milfordpc.org/Sunday-school-sign-up 

Volunteers Needed 
We can always use more help with our children’s 

activities. If you would like to learn more about helping 

in our nursery or in one of our Sunday school classes, 

please contact Pastor Bryant. 

Youth 
Upcoming Events 
Youth Group 
Feb 1  DEADLINE to submit Sub Orders 

Feb 1 6 pm-7 pm Wednesday Night Live 

Feb 4 10 am-1 pm Sub Order prep in Fellowship Hall 

Feb 5 11 am-12:30 pm Sub Order delivery and final sales 

Feb 12 6:30 pm-8 pm Youth Group @ MPC (Bring $5 for pizza night) 

Feb 20 or 21 Youth Group Day at Alpine Valley 

  (time and details TBA based on weather predictions) 

Feb 26 6:30 pm-8 pm Youth Group @ MPC 

GET YOUTH UPDATES 
VIA TEXT MESSAGE 

Visit the link below and provide 

your contact info. 

Students 

trunc.us/2eE997  

Parents 

trunc.us/C3D7aB 

Children 

Thank you to all of the people who gave a portion of their day on Saturday morning, January 7 to help remove the 

holiday decorations from our church. With your help the decorations were removed, packed, and placed in our store 

room in less than 2 hours. Your help is always appreciated! Your Worship Committee 

 

The BLT ministry would like to thank the MPC congregation for all the generous items that have been donated to us 

in the last few months. The holiday cupcakes were delivered to the Detroit Rescue Mission who are so happy to 

receive them. We appreciate the toiletries and miscellaneous items that are left for us on the Deacon's bench. A 

special thank you to the members who donate new and gently used clothes, many of these items are so nice that we 

use them for bingo prizes at the homeless shelter. With the monetary donation we received we have enough funds 

left from Christmas to sponsor a "Valentine Raffle" at the Spirit of Hope Church in Detroit.  The raffle prizes are brand 

new household items such as toaster ovens, coffee makers, crock pots, dishes, etc., which will be given out during 

their lunchtime meal. Blessings to all. 

 Susan Linn and Dave Muirhead 

Thank You! 

http://trunc.us/2eE997
http://trunc.us/C3D7aB
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Hello everyone. 

I have been a little remiss in my duty of taking care of the kitchen this past year, but I am back on the job. I spent 

many hours last week trying to clean the kitchen and put things away where they belong. 

I am asking for everyone's help in keeping the kitchen neat and clean. Whenever you use the kitchen it would be 

greatly appreciated if everything was put back in its place, counters were wiped up etc. The drawers and cupboards 

are clearly marked with large print labels I placed there a few years ago to make it easy to find everything. 

Also, rags that are used to wipe up dirty messes should not go back into the drawer where the clean dish towels go. 

They should be cleaned and put back into the gray tub under the counter marked rags. I have placed a white basket 

on top of the counter next to the dishwasher for dirty dish towels and dish rags (only), so that they can be washed 

and put back into the drawer for clean dish towels. 

Thank you so much for your cooperation. Remember, cleanliness is next to Godliness. 

If you have any questions at all, or If you want to help me clean the kitchen please give me a call. I would welcome 

the help. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Kathy Wilson 

248-486-3114 

Kitchen Reminders 

In Our Thoughts & Prayers 
Kim Seagraves, Larry and Pat Teal, Tammy Baker, Christopher Cooper, Alana Hoeft, Janette Gabel, David and Barb 

Burtch, Liam Klagges, Bill Baden, Joy Ballard, Steve Baker, Sean McMullen, Greg Sacher, Jim Burley, Marty Martin, 

Sam Carollo, Chrissi & Jerry Emerick, Terry Chase, Beaman Smith, Durk Knebler, Chris Beebee, Suzi Link, Marie 

Webster, Tom Reynolds, Maria McCarty, Stella Shafer, Vince Ruggers, Roger Voorheis, Nora Wilson, Randy Fields, 

Barbara Good, George Wootton, Mary Weisheit, Jeanne Koresky, Jim Morrow, and all military personnel of our 

congregation. 

Service persons of our congregation: 

 SSG John Adrian 

 Sgt. Maj. Matthew Holtan 

 Sgt. Maj. M.A. McClenahan 

 AP2 Kevin Warford 

 Cpl. Rebecca Whitworth 

 Senior Chief Renata Wilcox Adams 

Community Notes 

Please call the church office if you wish to renew or add 

someone to our Prayer List. 
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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who brings good news!” 

Isaiah 52:7 

February 1 
Wednesday Night Live 

February 4 
Soup Showdown 

February 19 
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